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At the beginning of 2009 a conversation began amongst 
a couple, then a few, then a group about collaboratively 
creating resources that enabled us to tell the story of 

faith in a worship context and within age groups for younger 
people and teens. Spill the Beans was born as the result of 
that conversation and has grown and developed over the 
intervening years.

The ethos has remained the same, however. It’s all about story. 
For we believe story is the lifeblood of faith. In story we can tell 
the truth and speak with honesty about things for which there 
are not yet words. Story contains mystery and is the poetry that 
forms faith. Stories grow as we grow and can reveal new truths 
at different times in our lives.

So we believe giving stories to people is one of the most 
important things we can do in sharing our faith. Children and 
adults hold stories in their being and keep coming back to them 
throughout life. Our culture is stored in story. The same is true 
for our faith.

Narrative Lectionary
Over the course of 2011-2014 the Spill the Beans Resource Team 
completed a full cycle through the Revised Common Lectionary. 
As we neared the end of that cycle we began discussion about 
what to do once we had completed that cycle. We considered 
the pros and cons of remaining with the RCL for another 
cycle or trying a different tack. We have decided, in a spirit 
of continual experimentation, to journey with the Narrative 

introduction and ethos

Lectionary which began a new four year cycle in September 
2014. This is the second issue under the Narrative Lectionary. 
Note that a set of previous issues (1-12) which covered a cycle of 
the Revised Common Lectionary is available to purchase.

The Narrative Lectionary is a new four year lectionary that 
focuses on story and retelling the broad sweep of the biblical 
narrative in each year. We felt that this focus has a natural 
resonance with the ethos of Spill the Beans. This is still a 
new adventure. There are some other online resources that 
are using the Narrative Lectionary (NL) such as http://www.
workingpreacher.org, but this is at an early stage, so Spill the 
Beans can play an important part in resourcing congregations 
who are considering moving towards the NL.

Why have we decided to do this? To fully understand this 
you need to know that Spill the Beans is a work of love. 
None of the contributors are paid for their contributions, 
these contributions are written and prepared with our own 
congregations in mind. Instead of working in isolation, we bring 
this work together, give it some spit and polish, and share it 
with others. This is how we can keep the cost so low. 

Many of the team were attracted to the freshness of the 
different approach taken by the NL and see it as a means of 
sparking new ideas and experiences for our congregations. 

We pray you will also be enthused and enlivened by a new 
approach within worship and in your age groups, engaging 
with the great biblical narrative so that all people will let these 
stories shape their own story of faith.  

introduction

In this 14th issue of Spill the Beans you will find an extensive 
collection of things to use each week. Each piece is written 
with specific congregations in mind rather than some 

average congregation. Thus there may be the need to be a little 
creative yourselves in adapting and evolving some of the ideas 
to suit your own place and culture and congregation. That is a 
good thing.

Of course, if you are creative and you’d like to share what you 
have done, then we have a place for that on our Blog (http://
spillbeans.org.uk). There you’ll find PowerPoint backgrounds 
for most weeks, a live discussion of the passages for that week 
and how we might be able to adapt and recreate what has been 
suggested. 

These are a few ideas that possibly expand upon the story 
offering words, phrases, poetry and ideas that could be used 
in some way in worship. We encourage you not to use these  
exactly as they are but rather edit, expand and enmesh these 
ideas within the culture of your own faith community.  

Each week we provide a selection of words, ideas and creative 
moments to take the theme and the passage a little further. 
We do not provide a ready made service or perfect prayers but 
ideas and pointers that hopefully scratch at your own creativity 
and provoke heaven’s imagination within you. 

Here are some helpful tips to guide you in your use of the 
material in age groups:

1. It presumes some introduction to the story will have taken 
place in worship together or will play a part in the service 
when children join it later.

2. Depending on the make-up of your own groups of children 
you will need to remain flexible in how you use the material.

3. Each idea has been given a guide age range to help 
your planning, but this is only a guide so use your own 
judgement about what will work with your group.

4. Before the sit-down activities if you have a group of young 
children or lots of boys, you may want to add a run-around 
type game to expend some energy.

5. Use the gathering time exercise with the whole group to get 
into the story together across the ages. 

6. We encourage you to retell the story together.

7. Follow that by choosing as many or as few activities your 
space and time allow. You could offer a number of activities 
each at different stations all at the same time for all ages 
to self-select with a teacher staffing each one, or have 
traditional classes.

8. During activities, ask children to retell the story to you and 
ask about their week, what was happy and what was sad 
and if this week’s story reminds them of other biblical and 
personal stories. 

9. The intention is not to complete “the tasks” brilliantly, but 
rather to provide opportunities to begin conversations, 
build relationships, retell the story of the day, and talk 
about what it means for us today.

10. There are many websites that provide handout-type sheets 
that will have images, crosswords and wordsearches for the 
story of that week. They can be helpful in an emergency, but 
try to be more creative as leaders, the rewards are worth it.
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For more information and extra materials,  join us on the  
Spill the Beans blog: http://spillbeans.org.uk or 
join the community at http://www.facebook.com/

spillbeansresources.
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Key to Abbreviations
In the worship ideas section the following abbreviations may be 
used to indicate different sources of worship music:

ATAS All the Assembly Songs You’ll Ever Need
CG Common Ground
CH4 Church Hymnary, 4th Edition
CH3 Church Hymnary, 3rd Edition
JP  Junior Praise
MP  Mission Praise
SGP Songs of God’s People
WGRG  Wild Goose Resource Group

In the last Issue we told you of the genesis of Spill the 
Beans and the support received from ALTERnativity to do 
so. That support was returned in kind in order to support 

ALTERnativity in developing new resources for Advent and 
Christmas. 

With their previous resources these are available online from 
http://www.alternativity.org.uk.

Please do visit the website to find out more about the work of 
ALTERnativity in combating injustice, inequality and exclusion 
that are particularly prevalent during the Christmas season.

ALTERnativity

Karen Harbison
Peter Johnston
Bryan Kerr
Caryl Kyle
Jo Love
Sandi McGill
Linsey Schafer
Barbara Ann Sweetin
Julie Woods
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through the season

Introduction 
In this section you will find some ideas for scene-setting 
activities and a weekly visual focus as you move through the 
season.

These ideas are provided for you to use and adapt depending 
on the size, shape and layout of your worship space and 
whether you have access to or expertise in using projected 
images and audiovisual elements.

These ideas provide possible ways of linking all the weeks 
together which can be a helpful reminder to people of the 
thread of the story and the key aspects being focused on during 
worship.

For Such A Time As This
Advent – Christmas
During Advent and Christmas we are in a time of watching, 
waiting, preparing and expecting. This is a waiting time but it is 
not an empty time. The stories and words of Habbakuk, Esther  
and Isaiah as well as the stories Matthew tells us of the birth 
of Jesus make this a time for vision, action, promise, light and 
celebration. 

In addition to the candles and calendars which we traditionally 
use to help mark the waiting time through Advent, this year we 
build our Through the Season visual around a clock. Each week 
during Advent a different section of the clock is highlighted and  
there are suggestions for decorating the clock which continue 
during Christmas. 

Here you will find a few ideas to get you started. Please use and 
adapt these for your own worship space and let us know about 
the brilliant ideas you come up with. 

 

Clock Ideas
Clock Chain

Make 24 card clocks about the size of a dinner plate, with 
numbers 1–12 around the clock face and hands drawn onto each 
clock with each clock showing a different time. String these 
together and hang them around your worship space starting 
with one on Advent 1, and adding one for each day, so with 
seven by Advent 2, and so on. 

You could have clocks which co-ordinate with the colour of your 
Advent candles. 

• On Christmas Eve add a stable to the chain. 

• On Christmas Day add a heart to the chain. 

• On 28 December add a star to the chain. 

• On 4 January add a shoe to the chain.

Card Clocks 

Make eight large clocks (one metre or more in diameter) from  
sheets of thick corrugated card. Decorate the clocks and add 
numbers and hands to each clock. 

Decorate four of the clocks to co-ordinate with your Advent 
candles and display the clocks around your worship space, 
adding one clock each week. 

Decide on suitable colours for your other clocks, for example 
silver for Christmas Eve, white for Christmas Day, gold for 
Christmas 1 and blue for Christmas 2.

Plywood Clocks

Similar to the Card Clocks but made from wood and with holes  
about 5 c.m. in diameter in place of each number around the 
clock face. Stick sellophane behind the holes and a lamp or 
christmas tree lights (battery operated ones would work well so 
you are not relying on having to have a power source for each 
clock). Light then shines through from behind the clock face.

There are many possibilities, just let your imagination go 
and then find someone who can help you turn ideas into 
reality. What about a grandfather clock, or a clock tower with 
four clocks,  one on each side of the tower, or a huge digital 
countdown shown on screens.

through the season
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through the season

Weekly Suggestions
30 Nov  Advent 1 
 Story: Habbakuk 1:1-4, 2:2-4, 3:17-19
 Title: Time for Vision
 Activity: As we hear the words of Habbakuk, we 

add eyes to today’s clock to remind us 
of seeing the bigger picture and looking 
beyond ourselves.

7 Dec  Advent 2
 Story: Esther 4:1-17
 Title: Time for Action
 Activity: As we hear the story of Esther, we add 

people to remind us of the need for us to 
take action. You could ask people to write 
their names on small paper figures as they 
come into worship and stick these to the 
clock during worship.

14 Dec  Advent 3
 Story: Isaiah 42:1-9
 Title: Time for All
 Activity: As we read about the light for the nations, 

we add pictures of candles to the clock. If 
you create card candles for everyone, you 
could ask them to write a short prayer for 
the world before they add the candles to 
the clock.

21 Dec  Advent 4
 Story: Matthew 1:18-25
 Title: Time for Dreaming
 Activity: As we hear the story of Joseph we add 

angels to the clock. 

24 Dec  Christmas Eve
 Story: Luke 2:1-14(15-20)
 Title: Time to Watch
 Activity: As we think about Mary and Joseph in 

Bethlehem and the shepherds on the 
hillside, we add a stable.

25 Dec  Christmas Day
 Story: Luke 2:8-20
 Title: Time for Celebration
 Activity: As we join the shepherds in rushing to the 

stable to celebrate the news of birth and 
love and peace they have heard from the 
angels, we add a heart.

28 Dec  Christmas 1
 Story: Matthew 2:1-12
 Title: Time for Seeking
 Activity: As we hear the story of the Magi, we add a 

star.

4 Jan  Christmas 2
 Story: Matthew 2:13-23
 Title: Time for Get Up and Go
 Activity: As we hear of fleeing and travelling and 

reflect on our hopes for our journey at the 
beginning of a new year, we add shoe(s) 
as a sign of our willingness to step out in 
faith.

your notes
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through the season

Living ‘In’, ‘With’, ‘By’ and ‘For’
Epiphany 1-5 – Transfiguration
During Epiphany and through to the Transfiguration, we are 
entering into a series based around ‘living’. That is living, truly 
living, as journeying people in the way God wants for us.

It is a time to reflect on our own homes and all the things we 
live ‘ in’: flats, terraces, houses small and large, the solid, stable, 
(generally) immovable constructs around us.

It is time to reflect on what we live ‘with’: furniture and living 
equipment and gadgets. Some are necessary for survival, like 
cookers and heating. Some are gadgets and accessories that 
are considered not only desirable, but increasingly necessary 
in the modern world, making living lighter and easier on one 
hand, but also weighing us down with additional worries on the 
other.

It is time to reflect on what we live ‘for’: perhaps our families 
and/or our aspirations. Some of which will give us joy and some 
of which will disappoint. Some of which will challenge us to new 
heights and some of which will take us down dead ends.

This season also gives us a chance to think about what we live 
‘by’: perhaps long held traditions that positively ground our 
existence or traditions that tie us down to a way that we should 
have given up long ago. They may be principles that can guide 
us into a better world or take us further from being and living 
the way that God intended for us.

God intends not for us to be settled people fortifying our lives 
with brick walls and impenetrable doors but to be journeying 
people, nomads in a world that is going somewhere good, 
whatever the news tells you.

Tent Ideas
During this season, set up a gazebo, tent or a movable shelter 
in your church. See the following pictures for ideas on what 
might suit. 

We had a quick look 
online for some ideas. 
You may find something 
else more suitable or 
cheaper if you shop 
around. Or, ask around 
the congregation to see 
what folks already have 
available.

Gazebo, symbolsing 
shelter and openness:  
http://www.amazon.
co.uk/dp/B00BXZW6QM 

Pop Up Beach Hut, bright and colourful and providing a private 
space yet can be folded up in minutes:  
http://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B00JWTULKE

Beach Sun Shelter, 
again colourful, 
representing the rich 
colours and variety 
of life but more of an 
open space:   
http://www.amazon.
co.uk/dp/B00KFDT4WM

Essentially they 
symbolise a moveable 
living space that is a 
place to settle and a place from which you can easily journey 
onwards.

Set your shelter with two deck chairs (even children’s ones 
for the smaller shelter) showing that each week is a time for 
settling and reflecting, to be in companionship with God.

At the entrance to what you choose post a placard above 
the door that says ‘Living With/In/By/For’ and the weekly 
theme attached underneath as outlined below, together with 
suggestions for other symbols of the theme placed inside or 
around the shelter. 

You might come up with others. Let your imagination flow, or 
ask the congregation the week before. When a week is over 
you can either remove the items from the week or make ‘little 
altars’ at other points in the church to mark the journey we 
have been on during this season.

 

through the season
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through the season

Weekly Suggestions
11 Jan  Epiphany 1 
 Story: Matthew 3:1-17
 Title: Living in Freedom
 Symbols: An image of a flying dove, open handcuffs 

(toy ones will work fine), printed paper 
footprints leading out of the shelter, basin 
of water for the waters of baptism, image 
of the cross.

18 Jan  Epiphany 2
 Story: Matthew 4:1-17
 Title: Living with Temptation
 Symbols: Apples, snakes, stones, loaf of bread, 

earth globe/map, a sign with ‘You shall 
not put the Lord your God to the test”. You 
will find many images online with these 
themes and artist’s impressions of Jesus’ 
temptation. 

25 Jan  Epiphany 3
 Story: Matthew 5:1-20
 Title: Living in Righteousness
 Symbols: A large bowl of salt and a large candle, an 

encylopedia or atlas standing open upside 
down next to a bible standing the right 
way up.

1 Feb  Epiphany 4 
 Story: Matthew 6:7-21 (and/or 25-34)
 Title: Living by Practice
 Symbols: A large readable version of the Lord’s 

Prayer (perhaps on a large scroll hanging 
from the tent) with feet, hands and hearts 
pinned around the edges of the prayer, 
an image (you will find many online) of 
praying hands, a large soup urn next to 
raggedy clothes (symbolising a homeless 
shelter), a sign saying ‘Christianity In 
Action’.

8 Feb  Epiphany 5 
 Story: Matthew 14:13-33
 Title: Living in the Now
 Symbols: A ‘Day at a time’ calendar showing today’s 

date or a large poster showing the date, 
bread and fish, shows in a shallow trough 
of water (a clear plastic storage box 
would be ideal), a cornucopia of fruit 
(to symbolise the fruit of the spirit), a 
large pile of coins spilling everywhere to 
symbolise God’s generosity.

15 Feb  Transfiguration
 Story: Matthew 16:24-17:8
 Title: Living in Denial
 Symbols: A doll or Action Man with a blindfold on, 

next to a pair of oversized spectacles 
(something like this would work: http://
www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B00NB8AZC6), an 
image of the moment of transfiguration 
(many artist’s impressions are available 
online), an angel from a Christmas tree 
with a big question mark (this to symbolise 
that the angels still journey with us, but 
how do we understand that today?)

The Transfiguration of the Lord by D. Nollet (1694), 
St Jacob’s Church, Bruges.
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bible notes
Seeing 20:20

This Sunday is St Andrew’s Day, the feast day to remember 
Andrew, one of the twelve, brother of Simon Peter, and 
a fellow fisherman. One of traits that marks a successful 

fisher is patient and persistent observation: knowing the waters 
in which you fish, studying the surface of the water, the circling 
of birds overhead, the flow of currents and the nature of the 
fish you are seeking to catch. All things that Andrew no doubt 
knew well, and perhaps it is not surprising that Andrew is the 
one (John 6:8-9) who spots a boy with loaves and fish amidst 
the multitude. A good fisher must have good vision to see what 
is happening around them.

As the season of Advent arrives, we embark on a journey 
towards Christmas that also entails a heightened sense of 
observation in order that the greater vision of God’s presence 
be recognised and celebrated even amidst the distractions of 
the festive season. The tinsel and glitter, fairy lights and raw 
consumerism can easily lead individuals and communities from 
the observation that Christmas is a time to renew a vision for 
the world that reconciles and brings peace. It is a vision the 
world is crying out for today as much as it did in the time of 
Habakkuk.

Habakkuk is a fascinating wee book. It is unique among the 
prophetic literature in questioning the earlier explanations 
that the prophets had raised about why the Israelites had been 
attacked by other nations. This was generally understood to 
be punishment meted out by God upon his people for their 
wayward path. Habakkuk questions how it can be possible that 
the disproportionate damage done by invading armies could be 
the actions of a just God. 

In the manner of the psalms of lament, Habakkuk complains to 
God about what he sees happening. He is frustrated with God 
that there has been no intervention to stop the bloodshed: God 
will not listen, will not save. 

Yet in the very act of observing and documenting what is taking 
place, and raising this to God, Habakkuk maintains hope that 
this is not the end of the story. There is still hope. Habakkuk 
has not given up on God. 

That hope and trust is rewarded when God answers his 
prophet’s complaint. The crucial verse is verse four (particularly 
the second part) which Eugene Peterson paraphrases helpfully 
as:

“Look at that man, bloated by self-importance—
    full of himself but soul-empty.
But the person in right standing before God
    through loyal and steady believing
    is fully alive, really alive.”

The troubles and strife are not going to go away. The 
distractions and challenges of life are not miraculously 
vanished. The rampant consumerism surrounding Christmas 
is not going to be reversed. However, that does not stop those 
living in faithfulness from seeing beyond those distractions and 
finding a deeper more rewarding life. 

Chapter 3 contains a theophany that depicts the power of God 
in terms that no other power can match. It is frightening to 
behold. There is an overwhelming sense of otherness to God, 
yet also an attraction that draws us towards that otherness, to 
an experience of the numinous. 

After this revelation of God to Habakkuk, he is left a quivering 
wreck. Yet Habakkuk is also transformed. If you wear glasses 
you will know that feeling when you get a new pair of spectacles 
with the correct prescription and suddenly everything becomes 
clear, pin sharp, a new vision: it is transformational. Habakkuk’s 
vision also was expanded, he can see beyond the daily and 
seasonal travails—when no blossom forms on the trees, when 
no fruit grows and fields lie barren—and despite all that keep 
rejoicing in God. Ultimately, Habakkuk has learnt to set aside 
some of the questions that had tormented him, and instead has 
learnt how to rejoice in life.

Instead of complaining bitterly about the transformation of 
Advent and Christmas into one long buying season, perhaps we 
in the Christian community should learn better how to rejoice 
in life and celebrate the mystery of incarnation?

time for vision

sunday 30 november 2014

advent 1 
sunday 30 november 2014

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:2-4, 3:17-19
(Matthew 26:36-38)
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time for vision

Waiting
Andy is standing staring into the sky as though he is waiting for 
something, checking his watch, looking right, then left, and so 
on.

Ada:  What are you doing Andy?

Andy:  Waiting!

Ada:  Waiting? Waiting for what? A bus, a train?

Andy:  Naw, I would be at the bus station or the railway 
station if I was waiting for them?

Ada:  Well are you waiting for a friend coming?

Andy:  Naw, I am not waiting for a friend coming. Lots of my 
friends are here already. 

Andy points to people in the congregation.

Ada:  I know, you are waiting on the Minister starting his 
sermon!

Andy:  Maybe aye and maybe no!

Ada:  Well, what are you waiting on?

Andy:  I am waiting on God!

Ada:  What do you mean you are waiting on God. 

A little bit scared.

 Has he arranged to meet you here? Are you going to 
die this morning? Is there something that you haven’t 
told me Andy?

Andy:  Oh don’t worry Ada it is nothing like that.

Ada:  Well, what is it?

Andy:  It’s about these words from the prophet Habakkuk.

Ada:  Which words from Habakkuk do you mean?

Andy:  Well the words that say God has a plan and I am 
waiting for that plan to work

Ada:  Yes, Andy, but people have been waiting for that plan 
to work for thousands of years and it does not seem 
to be happening any time soon.

Andy:  Yes, Ada, I know, but surely we can learn something 
from his words. I mean just look at what is happening 
in our world at this moment in time. 

Substitute current news item here:

 Those poor men having their heads cut off by Islamic 
State Militants, thousands of people dead from Ebola 
in Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia. Then those 
Russian Soldiers fighting in Ukraine and the world 
sits back and is powerless…

Ada:  Well there are certainly terrible things happening in 
our world, but how does it fit in with the words of 
Habakkuk and God’s plan? 

Andy:  It is kind of obvious to me, Ada. In Habakkuk’s day 
there was violence, disasters, conflicts and war was 
everywhere. His people worried about it and feared 
for their lives every day. We live in the same kind 
of world all these years later, but God has 
promised us that he has a plan, that things 
will change and we have just got to hang 

in there. We have to wait for God’s timing, so I am 
waiting!

Ada:  Andy, I think when God says we have to be patient 
and wait, it does not mean we stand around 
watching and waiting, like we are waiting to see 
Santa arrive with our presents. It means that God 
calls us to be faithful. To stick to doing things his way 
no matter how hard and difficult life gets, and God 
will watch over us.

Andy:  But Ada, you would think our governments and 
politicians could do something about it now. What 
about NATO getting involved?  

Ada:  I guess they are often part of the problem because 
they are more concerned with power than with 
peace.

Andy:  Yes, And God is more concerned with justice and 
peace.

Ada:  Exactly, and so we wait patiently, and faithfully for 
God to fulfil his promises, because he always keeps 
his promise to us.

Andy:  And he will give us strength and encouragement to 
enable us to do the right thing, and when others 
catch on to doing the right thing, the world becomes 
a better place.

Ada:  Well, something like that Andy.  

Andy:  So we just keep looking to God to do the right thing, 
rather than looking for God to appear and do it for 
us.

Ada:  I think that is what Habakkuk tried to tell his people 
and our people today.

Andy:  Clever man that Habakkuk!

Ada:  Clever you to keep waiting on God!

the story
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worship ideas
Through the Season
Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can be 
used to help create a linking theme with visual props that will 
continue throughout Advent and Christmas on the theme of 
time.

Gathering Activity  
Encourage the congregation, with those around them, to think 
and discuss the clearest advertising messages they can think 
of. What are the tag lines that they can remember, that have 
perhaps stuck with them since childhood? ‘Do the Shake and 
Vac’, ‘A Mars a day helps you work, rest and play’, and so on.

Perhaps at this point in the service, or during the all-age time, 
you can think of some of these adverts and if you have a large 
screen put some on display to help the congregation think 
about how they as a church need to be clear in sharing God’s 
vision with the community.

Call to Worship
In space 
and in time
God’s vision is seen.

In our space 
and in our time
God’s vision needs to be realised.

In this space
and at this time
God’s spirit is with us.

Prayer of Dedication
Open our eyes, Lord,
to see with renewed vision,
to acknowledge what is good and what is bad
and never to let go of the hope that can transform.
Use us as we commit ourselves into service
within the commonwealth of your love.
May the gifts we bring today of money,
of time and ability,
small though they are,
be offered in response to your great love for us.
Amen.

the story
Retelling For Young People
Moaning Michael
Michael was always complaining! He complained when 
his food was too cold and when his food was too hot. He 
complained when his friends invited him for a sleep-over and 
when they did not invite him for a sleep-over. He complained 
to the referee when he played football and he complained 
when his team lost that other people did not try hard enough. 
He complained that his seat was the wrong size and in the 
wrong place in class. He complained when his teacher picked 
him to do something and when she chose someone else. He 
complained about everything and anything.  

Do you know anyone who moans and complains a lot? 

Do you get annoyed or upset when people always seem to be 
so negative about everything?

Imagine what would happen if God suddenly answered 
Michael’s complaints?  

Maybe it would sound something like this:

Michael, this is God speaking to you. Imagine if you had no 
food at all, and you were feeling really hungry. You would no 
longer care whether your food was hot or cold. Imagine if no 
one ever invited you to anything how lonely you would be. 
Imagine the mistakes you made in the game instead of seeing 
everyone else’s mistakes. Imagine if you had nothing to sit 
on, and no school to go to. Imagine if you were never asked 
to play your part in the life of the school what kind of place it 
might become?

What do you think Michael would say to God?

Do you think he would complain some more or maybe listen to 
God?

Or what if God said this to Harry?

Michael write down what I am going to tell you. Stop your 
moaning and complaining and start doing the right thing. I am 
in charge and not you. I am with you at all times in the good 
and bad times, and I am always looking out for you. When you 
follow me you will have nothing more to complain about.

Can you think about something you have thought was unfair 
and you have complained about recently?  

What might God say to you?  

Michael thought about all the things that God spoke to him 
about and so he made a promise to try and do the right thing 
and stop moaning and complaining in the future. He decided 
to trust God and he invites you to do the same today.

sunday 30 november 2014
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Prayer for Others and Ourselves
Patient God, you play a long game;
only it is no game to you.

Your heart breaks 
as your world suffers and dies,
rife with suffering and cruelty, 
violence and war.

Your heart breaks 
as you see children hungry and homeless,
unloved and unwanted, 
with no place to call home.

Your heart breaks 
as you see the beauty of the earth
ravaged and exploited, 
torn up for short term gain.

You know that we are slow to learn the lessons of eternity.
Slow to catch on to the ancient rhythms of the ages.
Slow to see you at work healing and restoring
the damage we have done and continue to do.

God, give us your insight to curb our destruction,
your compassion to start the work of healing
and your patience to persist 
when our efforts are rejected or seem futile.

Teach us that long game:
the dawning that light is persistent,
creeping in and slowly bringing repair and restoration;
the realisation that love is viral, 
wrapping its tendrils around
clinging fiercely until change appears;
the knowledge that hope will not be overcome
while we persist in seeking and doing your will;
and, as we seek to bring your healing and Wholeness
wherever we can, 
may we be filled with your strength and your peace,
discovering your rhythm 
and walking in it.
Amen.

World AIDS Day
Note that this Sunday is the nearest to World AIDS Day which 
is marked on 1 December each year. The Church of Scotland 
provides some information and extra materials referencing 
World AIDS Day that could be used in worship at http://www.
churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/23249/1_
December_2014_World_AIDS_Day.pdf.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
You are the God of time and eternity,
the God of now and infinity.

You, the God of the Universe
involve yourself with all humanity
and you wait,
sometimes with patience,
sometimes with anxiety.

You wait
until your people wake up
and sense your presence,
and then you wait
until your people wake up
and acknowledge your presence
there in all of life
and in death,
you wait.

We, your people, gather here
in this space and time.
We greet you, King of the Universe,
and our simple acknowledgment makes your heart glad.
How can that be?

We, who are so fickle,
who remember one moment
and forget the next,
who are loving in one breath
and unforgiving the next;
yet your heart gladdens when we turn to you.

God in this time of waiting,
when the world seems poised
between time and eternity,
keep us alert and awake
to the signs of your presence all around.
Keep us alert to the knowledge of your forgiveness
so that we can strive to be better,
fuelled by the knowledge
of your unconditional love and regard.

As we turn to you in worship
may we be filled with all that gladdens your heart,
freed from all that blights our awareness of your presence
and emboldened to serve you in all of life.
Amen.

time for vision
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worship ideas
Reflection 

This is a slowed-down reading of the Habakkuk passages. The 
idea is to let the words of scripture give space for people to 
reflect and respond to what they say about the human condition 
and the hope in which we live. Too often we can read them too 
quickly to give them a chance to sink in and to enable a call out 
within us.

You may not wish to read the whole passage but just selected 
verses with a long pause after each. Perhaps during this pause 
you can invite people to write things down on paper (which they 
will keep to themselves) or invite people to pray, or offer people 
candles to light whenever a particular verse speaks in them.

Take time to do this.

God, how long do I have to cry out for help 
before you listen? 
How many times do I have to yell, 
“Help! Murder! Police!”     
before you come to the rescue? 

Pause for one minute

Why do you force me to look at evil,     
stare trouble in the face day after day? 

Invite people to name those ‘evils’ they see in the world.

Anarchy and violence break out,     
quarrels and fights all over the place. 
Law and order fall to pieces.     
Justice is a joke. 
The wicked have the righteous hamstrung     
and stand justice on its head. 

Pause

Though the cherry trees don’t blossom, 
and the strawberries don’t ripen, 

Short pause

though the apples are worm-eaten, 
and the wheat fields stunted, 

Short pause

though the sheep pens are sheepless, 
and the cattle barns empty, 

Short pause

I’m singing joyful praise to God. 
I’m turning cartwheels of joy to my Saviour God. 

Short pause

Counting on God’s Rule to prevail,     
I take heart and gain strength. 
I run like a deer.     
I feel like I’m king of the mountain! 

Pause for one minute

Take Home Ideas
Even in Biblical times, God saw a need to make His message 
known in an accessible way. Take time to reflect upon these 
questions: 

• Do you think that your church succeeds in conveying God’s 
message to all the people of your congregation and, if 
applicable, Parish? 

•  If not… 

•  Where could you improve? 

•  What would you need to make these changes possible? 

Look around your community be it by walking around, talking 
to people around the community or even looking at community 
Facebook pages. 

• What issues are present? 

• Did you hear of or see issues that your church could help 
play a part to address? 

• Take time to pray for these areas and situations?  

At the same time, perhaps you could pray about ways you and 
others bring light to dark places…

Sending 
Leader:  In our songs and in our prayers
All: Our Father has been with us.

Leader: In our the scriptures and the preaching
All: Jesus has been with us.

Leader: In our thinking and our fellowship.
All: The Spirit has been with us.

Leader: We go in faith knowing that  
in our time and in our space

All: God is with us. 

Praise/Hymns
According to thy gracious word CH4 668

All is ready for the feast CH4 373

All over the world SGP 4 / MP 18

Be thou my vision CH4 465 / MP 51

Go to dark Gethsemane CH4 377

God is working his purpose out CH4 235 / MP 189

‘I have a dream’, a man once said CH4 710

I will rejoice, I will rejoice MP 311

If you’re feeling sad and weary ATAS 127

Lord, teach us how to pray CH4 545

O Lord, my God CH4 154 / MP 506

Praise to the holiest in the height CH4 378 / MP 563

Sometimes a light surprises available at 
 http://www.hymnary.org/text/sometimes_a_light_surprises

Songs for ev’ry day ATAS 216

Though hope desert my heart CH4 464

sunday 30 november 2014

sampler

http://www.hymnary.org/text/sometimes_a_light_surprises


  advent, christmas, epiphany 2014-2015 17

introduction
We recognise that during Advent many of you will be working 
with the children in your groups on nativity plays, songs and 
special events for Christmas. Over the next few weeks we 
continue to give ideas for gathering activities and a couple of 
all age crafts as well as some games and activities. 

We do not want our children to miss the Advent experience in 
the rush towards Christmas so we hope that these ideas will 
enable you to blend together your preparations for nativity 
plays (or whatever you have planned) with exploring the Advent 
themes. 

It might be a good idea to have some activities and crafts which 
the children can work on fairly independently and pick up from 
one week to the next so that they are not spending too much 
time just ‘waiting’ for their turn in the nativity play. As well as 
the ideas in this material, craft sites such as Baker Ross, Crafty 
Crocodile, Religious Crafts and others have projects and kits to 
work on which require less preparation from leaders.

gathering 
Room Clock all age

You will need: Large numbered A4 sheets (1 to 12).

Place the sheets around the room in a clock formation, either 
sticking the numbers on the walls or around the edge of the 
floor. 

Gather children in the centre of the room. A leader should then 
call out “o’clock” times with the children then running to the 
number where the hour hand would point. 

Talk about how long children are at school, asleep, eating 
meals, playing games, reading, in the car or such like on a 
normal day. Talk about waiting for things to happen: counting 
down days and hours and use this as a introduction to Advent 
and the idea of waiting.

age group ideas
crafts
Advent Clock Ring all age

You will need: strong paper plates, tinsel in a variety of colours,  
staples, stapler, felt tip pens, split pins, card, Christmas stickers.

Prepare beforehand a set of clock hands for each child, attach 
these to the centre of the paper plates with split pins. Cut A4 
coloured card into strips of about 2 c.m. x 10 c.m. These will be 
used to make candles. 

Give each child a paper plate with the clock hands already 
attached. Ask the children to write numbers 1–12 with felt tip 
pens around the edge of their plate like a clock face. Provide 
Christmas stickers with which the children can decorate their 
clock face. 

Give each child a length of tinsel which will fit around the edge 
of the plate. Help the children to attach the tinsel to the under 
side of the plate. This way the tinsel still shows but the clock 
numbers are not covered up. It is best to attach tinsel with 
staples as it does not usually stick very well with sellotape or 
glue. 

While leaders are helping with that, give each child four strips 
of card and get them to draw and colour a candle on each 
strip. The children can take these home and add a candle to 
their clock each Sunday of Advent. It would be good to have an 
Advent Clock in the place where you meet, so that you can add 
a candle each week and encourage the children to then do the 
same with their one at home.

Talk about Advent calendars and candles and about how they 
help us to wait for Christmas. Talk about the prophets, like 
Habbakuk, who waited for things to change  and who trusted 
God as they waited and who wanted to help things to change.

Advent Clock Chain all age
You will need: sheets of card, paper punch, gift ribbon, felt tip 
pens, sellotape, scissors, small Christmas stickers.

Individual Advent Clock Chain for children to take home with 
them: prepare, using a variety of colours, 24 card circles  of 
about 7 c.m. diameter. Give each child 24 card circles. Get the 
children to write numbers 1–12 around the edge of each circle 
using felt tip pens and to decorate each circle with stickers. 
Punch two holes in each circle, one at 1 o’clock and one at 
11 o’clock. Thread gift ribbon through holes to form a chain. 
Secure the ends of the ribbon with sellotape. Children can 
take these chains home and draw hands on the face of a new 
clock each day.

Group Advent Clock Chain to hang up in the place where you 
meet. Prepare, using a variety of colours, 24 circles of dinner 
plate size from sheets of card. Divide card circles between the 
children so that each child has at least one circle to work on 
and proceed as above with the larger clock faces. Hang the 
chain in the room where you meet and draw hands on the 
days that have passed when you next meet. 

time for vision
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age group ideas
activities
A Good Old Moan!  age 6-12
Ask the children to think of things that they do not like in the 
world today. If they are struggling you could give them choices 
to pick from: homework, in bed by a certain time, not allowed to 
join Facebook, the list is endless. 

Let each child try to explain why they do not like something 
and then see if they can turn it around to find positive reasons 
why they may not be able to do what they have moaned about. 
For instance, children need to sleep longer for their health, 
homework involves mums and dads and it keeps the brain 
stimulated, some things on Facebook are not appropriate for 
children to see or hear about, carers are keeping their children 
safe, and so on. 

For the older children you could talk about issues in the world 
today like poverty, human trafficking, slavery, and displaced 
people all over the world. Who should we turn to when we are 
annoyed or angry? Habakkuk’s experience is to take it to the 
Lord in prayer.

Tablets  age 9-12
You will need: a range of items which are tablets (e.g. tablet 
computer, paracetamol tablets, tablet (fudge-like sweets), 
picture of Ten Commandments on stone tablets, and so on.

Do not give the game away by mentioning the word ‘tablet’ too 
soon! 

Ask the children to identify each item and what it is used for 
and then ask them what the connection is, you are, of course 
looking for the word ‘tablet’! 

Habakkuk tells us that God’s vision was put on tablets, ask the 
children to come up with ways by which we could pass on God’s 
vision today using modern technology?

Patience    all age
You will need: chocolate bars, sweets, crisps, fruit, juice, cakes, 
biscuits.

This activity could be a bit pricey but it would be well 
worthwhile. You could ask the congregation for donations of 
the food to help out. Before the children enter the room you 
will need to have a table set up and filled with lots of goodies. 
Leave it sitting there for your whole time together and do not 
even look at it or refer to it. 

God told Habakkuk to be patient, to wait, the time will come, 
have faith. 

At the end of your time together allow the children to visit the 
table, look at all the goodies and ask them what should be 
done with all the goodies. No doubt some of the answers will 
be to eat it but nudge to see if someone will also suggest to 
give some away either to church members or to a food bank. 
God gives us the hope that we can help others out.

Plasticene Tablet    all age
You will need: enough plasticene for each child to make an A5 
sized rectangle shape, toothpicks.

Show the children how to smooth out the plasticene into a 
tablet shape. Remind the children that Habakkuk was to use 
tablets to write his vision on. Let the children practise writing 
their names on their tablets (for younger children they could 
create a picture) using the toothpicks. Then have the children 
remould the plasticene and this time when they have a clean 
tablet to write or draw a vision from God. Ideas might be: peace, 
hope, love, friendship, and so on.

sunday 30 november 2014

games
Old Favourites  all age
You could play some of the classic playground type games 
that involve time throughout this season, such as “Clock in the 
Tower” or “What’s the time, Mr Wolf”. You could change the 
wording used each week to fit the theme, so Mr Wolf (perhaps 
change to Lord God) could cry “Time to Listen” instead of 
“Dinner time” and so on. 

You could also use “Chinese Whispers” as a way to think about 
passing messages on.

Breaking Free   age 6-12
For this game you need to have all the children in a circle with 
one person in the middle. You can talk about how Habakkuk 
was one of the few people who saw how things really were and 
he wanted change, but it was hard because everyone else was 
stuck in their ways. Everyone in the circle holds hands and the 
middle child has to try to break free from the middle of the 
circle. The children in the circle can move about, getting closer 
together, dropping their arms to try to prevent the person in th 
e middle getting out.

Runners   all age
You will need: a pile of important messages, each with a simple 
task that a child could do (turn around three times, do five 
press ups, shout “I’ve got news!”, shake hands with the youngest 
person in the room, open and close the door, hop back to your 
team, and so on).

You will need to adapt this game to suit the age range of 
the children. Messages were passed by hand long ago, 
written down and runner would deliver the message. 

For this relay game you will need to get the children into 
teams and at the end of the room have a pile of messages.  
Each child one at a time must pick up a message, complete 
the task and tag the next person.
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Preparation
This week you will need some newspapers, 
scissors, some freeze paper or wallpaper 
and glue.

Opening Activity
More Bad News?
Look through the newspapers and cut out 
all the bad news stories. Stick them on the 
freeze paper. 

Spend some time reading and talking about 
the bad news.

Now look for some good news stories.  Cut 
these out and stick them over the bad 
news. 

• Does the good news make the bad go 
away?

• How does it make you feel to read the 
bad news stories / good news stories?

The Word
Ask everyone to sit quietly for a moment and then read aloud 
Habakkuk 1:1-4, pause for a minute, then read 2:2-4, again 
pause for a minute, and finally read 3:17-19.

Activity/Discussion
• What do you think about Habakkuk’s complaints in 1:1-4? 

• Do you ever feel like he did? 

• How do you feel about complaining to God or being angry 
with him? Is it ok? 

• Who do you think is responsible for the violence, injustice 
and wrongdoing Habakkuk sees?

• In a world full of noise and distraction, how do we make 
the Good News known? 

• Should we use social media? TV? Radio? Or is conversation 
and building relationships a better way to go?

• How do you feel about 3:17-19? Does it make sense to you?  

• Why would Habakkuk want to praise God when there is no 
food?

During the holocaust in the concentration camps the Rabbis 
would gather together and shout at God. 

How could you do this to us? 
Why have you let this happen? 
You promised to be our God! 

They would say all the things they felt, all the hurt and anger 
and fear, and then they would go to prayers because they 
believed that God was beyond their understanding and there 
must be some greater plan that they just could not see from 
where they were.

• What do you think about that?  

Martin Niemöller was a protestant minister who spent seven 
years in concentration camps for speaking out against the 
Nazis. After the war he famously wrote:

First they came for the Socialists,  
and I did not speak out—  
because I was not a Socialist.

Then they came for the Trade Unionists,  
and I did not speak out—  
because I was not a Trade Unionist.

Then they came for the Jews,  
and I did not speak out—  
because I was not a Jew.

Then they came for me— 
and there was no one left to speak for me.

• Who are the people in our society that need us to speak 
out for them?

Living It Out
• Where do you see injustice today?

• What could you do about it?

• Who could you speak up for?

• How could you make a difference?

discussion starters for teens
seeing the bad and good

time for vision
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