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At the beginning of 2009 a conversation began amongst 
a couple, then a few, then a group about collaboratively 
creating resources that enabled us to tell the story of 

faith in a worship context and within age groups for younger 
people and teens. Spill the Beans was born as the result of 
that conversation and has grown and developed over the 
intervening years.

The ethos has remained the same, however. It’s all about story. 
For we believe story is the lifeblood of faith. In story we can tell 
the truth and speak with honesty about things for which there 
are not yet words. Story contains mystery and is the poetry that 
forms faith. Stories grow as we grow and can reveal new truths 
at different times in our lives.

So we believe giving stories to people is one of the most 
important things we can do in sharing our faith. Children and 
adults hold stories in their being and keep coming back to them 
throughout life. Our culture is stored in story. The same is true 
for our faith.

Narrative Lectionary
Over the course of 2011-2014 the Spill the Beans Resource Team 
completed a full cycle through the Revised Common Lectionary. 
As we neared the end of that cycle we began discussion about 
what to do once we had completed that cycle. We considered 
the pros and cons of remaining with the RCL for another 
cycle or trying a different tack. We have decided, in a spirit 
of continual experimentation, to journey with the Narrative 

introduction and ethos

Lectionary which began a new four year cycle in September 
2014. In this issue we continue through the fourth year of the 
Narrative Lectionary cycle. 

Note that a set of previous issues (1-12) which covered a cycle of 
the Revised Common Lectionary is available to purchase.

The Narrative Lectionary is a relatively new four year lectionary 
that focuses on story and retelling the broad sweep of the 
biblical narrative in each year. We felt that this focus has a 
natural resonance with the ethos of Spill the Beans. It is a little 
experimental and has the feel of a new adventure. 

Why have we decided to do this? To fully understand this 
you need to know that Spill the Beans is a work of love. 
None of the contributors are paid for their contributions, 
these contributions are written and prepared with our own 
congregations in mind. Instead of working in isolation, we bring 
this work together, give it some spit and polish, and share it 
with others. This is how we can keep the cost so low. 

Many of the team were attracted to the freshness of the 
different approach taken by the NL and see it as a means of 
sparking new ideas and experiences for our congregations. 

We pray you will also be enthused and enlivened by a new 
approach within worship and in your age groups, engaging 
with the great biblical narrative so that all people will let these 
stories shape their own story of faith.  

introduction

In this 25th issue of Spill the Beans you will find an extensive 
collection of things to use each week. Each piece is written 
with specific congregations in mind rather than some 

average congregation. Thus there may be the need to be a little 
creative yourselves in adapting and evolving some of the ideas 
to suit your own place and culture and congregation. That is a 
good thing.

Of course, if you are creative and you’d like to share what you 
have done, then we have a place for that on our blog (http://
spillbeans.org.uk) and Facebook page http://www.facebook.
com/spillbeansresources. There you will find PowerPoint 
backgrounds for most weeks, a live discussion of the passages 
for that week and how we might be able to adapt and recreate 
what has been suggested. 

These are a few ideas that possibly expand upon the story 
offering words, phrases, poetry and ideas that could be used 
in some way in worship. We encourage you not to use these  
exactly as they are but rather edit, expand and enmesh these 
ideas within the culture of your own faith community.  

Each week we provide a selection of words, ideas and creative 
moments to take the theme and the passage a little further. 
We do not provide a ready made service or perfect prayers but 
ideas and pointers that hopefully scratch at your own creativity 
and provoke heaven’s imagination within you. 

Here are some helpful tips to guide you in your use of the 
material in age groups:

1. It presumes some introduction to the story will have taken 
place in worship together or will play a part in the service 
when children join it later.

2. Depending on the make-up of your own groups of children 
you will need to remain flexible in how you use the material.

3. Each idea has been given a guide age range to help 
your planning, but this is only a guide so use your own 
judgement about what will work with your group.

4. Before the sit-down activities if you have a group of young 
children or lots of boys, you may want to add a run-around 
type game to expend some energy.

5. Use the gathering time exercise with the whole group to get 
into the story together across the ages. 

6. We encourage you to retell the story together.

7. Follow that by choosing as many or as few activities your 
space and time allow. You could offer a number of activities 
each at different stations all at the same time for all ages 
to self-select with a teacher staffing each one, or have 
traditional classes.

8. During activities, ask children to retell the story to you and 
ask about their week, what was happy and what was sad 
and if this week’s story reminds them of other biblical and 
personal stories. 

9. The intention is not to complete “the tasks” brilliantly, but 
rather to provide opportunities to begin conversations, 
build relationships, retell the story of the day, and talk 
about what it means for us today.

10. There are many websites that provide handout-type sheets 
that will have images, crosswords and wordsearches for the 
story of that week. They can be helpful in an emergency, but 
try to be more creative as leaders, the rewards are worth it.

spilling the beans
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For more information and extra materials,  join us on the  
Spill the Beans blog: http://spillbeans.org.uk or 
join the community at http://www.facebook.com/

spillbeansresources.
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Key to Abbreviations
In the worship ideas section the following abbreviations may be 
used to indicate different sources of worship music:

ATAS All the Assembly Songs You’ll Ever Need
CG Common Ground
CH4 Church Hymnary, 4th Edition
CH3 Church Hymnary, 3rd Edition
JP  Junior Praise
MP  Complete Mission Praise
SGP Songs of God’s People
WGP  Wild Goose Publications

Autumn 2018

In the last issue we told you about the plans that we are 
making for the year from Autumn 2018 onwards through 
to November 2019 and the part that many of you played 

in giving us ideas for both favourite and, perhaps more 
importantly, those stories less often told in church.

We are continuing to finalise this reading plan to make sure 
it flows well with the seasons of the church calendar and 
provides an interesting, challenging and uplifting year both for 
worshippers and worship leaders. It is going to be exciting.

As soon as we have finished this plan we will make it available 
both on the Spill the Beans blog and on the Facebook page so 
you can see where we are headed. 

Taking this year to use our own lectionary will cover the period 
from the end of a cycle of the Narrative Lectionary to the start 
of Year A of the Revised Common Lectionary to which we will 
return in 2019 for another cycle. 

If you have just joined us near the end of this Narrative 
Lectionary cycle, do not fear, we will create a pack of all four 
years of the Narrative Lectionary that we covered over the past 
four years once that journey has been completed.

Once again, thanks for journeying with us, fellow bean spillers!

NEWS UPDATE

Peter Johnston
Caryl Kyle
Jo Love
John Murning
Scott Paget
Lyn Peden
Julie Rennick
Barbara Ann Sweetin
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through the season

Introduction 
In this section you will find some ideas for scene-setting 
activities and a weekly focus as you move through the season.

These ideas provide possible ways of linking all the weeks 
together which can be a helpful reminder to people of the 
thread of the story and the key aspects being focused on during 
worship.

The theme throughout this issue is based around “Word”.

Before 2017’s General Assembly of the Church of Scotland a 
lead campaign took place in which people printed out large 
letters spelling “WORD OF LIFE” and took photos with people 
holding each letter in various settings across the country. This 
inspired us to think about a similar large display of letters for 
the worship space.

We would suggest a great visual for this season would be 
letters on A3 or A4 sized paper spelling #WORDOF and adding 
letters each week to include that week’s word(s). These could 
be displayed at the front of the church each week or used in 
imaginative ways around your sanctuary space depending on 
your situation. 

A static visual could be a tree onto which is hung a gift tag each 
week with the relevant ‘#WORDOF…’ similar to a Jesse Tree but 
one that would remain all the way through to Transfiguration. 

In addition, we have added some extra visual ideas each week 
for that week’s particular theme. 

Week By Week
#WORDOF...
3 Dec  Advent 1
 Story: Daniel 3:1,8-30
 Title/Sign: #WORDOFWARNING
 Visual: An image of a fiery furnace or create a fire 

using wood and crepe paper flames.

10 Dec  Advent 2
 Story: Ezekiel 37:1-14
 Title/Sign: #WORDOFLIFE
  Visual: A skeleton would be great if possible, or 

you can download versions that can be 
printed and cutout from card or paper.

17 Dec  Advent 3
 Story: Isaiah 55:1-12
 Title/Sign: #WORDOFWELCOME
  Visual: A jug of water and a bowl of fruit or a 

basket of bread.

24 Dec  Advent 4 Christmas Eve
 Story: John 1:1-18
 Title/Sign: #WORDOFFLESH
 Visual: Print words for the reading and stick 

them onto a large body template to give 
a visual representation of the Word made 
into flesh (you might be able to cover the 
skeleton you used previously).

24 Dec  Watchnight 
 Story: Luke 2:1-14(15-20)
 Title/Sign: #WORDOFWONDER
  Visual: A set of angel wings.

25 Dec  Christmas Day
 Story: Luke 2:8-20
 Title/Sign: #WORDOFWOOLINESS
  Visual: Sheep, Christmas jumpers.

31 Dec  Christmas 1
 Story: John 1:19-34
 Title/Sign: #WORDOFWILDERNESS
  Visual: A pair of sandals placed on some sand.

7 Jan  Baptism Of Our Lord
 Story: John 1:35-51
 Title/Sign: #WORDOFWITNESS
  Visual: An image of a local river and/or the font as 

a central feature around which the letters 
are placed.

through the season
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through the season

Members of the congregation at St Andrew’s Church in Newcastle upon 
Tyne displaying their letters for #WORDOFLIFE earlier in 2017.

14 Jan  Epiphany 2
 Story: John 2:1-11
 Title/Sign: #WORDOFABUNDANCE
  Visual: Clear glass water jug willed with water, 

second jug filled with red wine or grape 
juice.

21 Jan  Epiphany 3
 Story: John 2:13-25
 Title/Sign: #WORDOFZEALOUSNESS
  Visual: An upturned table with feathers, coins and 

baskets strewn about. 
  Make sure you tell your church cleaner if 

setting up before hand! It has been known 
by some of us to have a diligent cleaner/
caretaker come in and see the mess and in 
shock at who can have done such a thing 
tidy it all up ahead of the service...

28 Jan  Epiphany 4
 Story: John 3:1-21
 Title/Sign: #WORDOFWISDOM
  Visual: A lamp with a bulb exposed and a pile of 

reference books including a copy of the 
Bible.

4 Feb  Epiphany 5
 Story: John 4:1-40
 Title/Sign: #WORDOFWELLSPRING
  Visual: A wooden bucket with a ladle.

11 Feb  Transfiguration
 Story: John 9:1-41
 Title/Sign: #WORDOFWASHING
  Visual: Washbasin, towel, a white cane that a blind 

person might use, a lamp, candle and a 
Bible.

your notes
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blue christmas
a liturgy for a reflective service recognising loss

Introduction
While Advent and Christmas is a time of great festivity and 
joy for the majority of people within the Christian Community, 
it must be recognised that Christmas can be a particularly 
difficult time for people who may be grieving a loss, for those 
who are living alone, or those who have painful associations 
with this time of year.

As we have done in previous years, we provide this liturgy as a 
basis for a service that could be offered to your congregation 
at some point during this season. Our experiences have shown 
that this can be a very well received and helpful service. 

Some congregations deliberately invite the families of all 
those people for whom funerals have taken place through the 
preceding year. After the service having time for people to be 
able to sit is important without being disturbed. But also offer 
a time for fellowship when they are ready to join others for 
refreshments. 

Contemporary Music
In this year’s suggested liturgy we offer some contemporary 
songs that could be used to help people explore their 
emotions. The purpose is not to re-create a funeral service, 
though sometimes that can be a danger, it is about helping 
people continue their journey of grief. 

For some, song can help.

For others, it might be a distraction and carols or traditional 
hymns might work better. You will know your people best.

It may be helpful to print in your Order of Service or to display 
the lyrics of the songs to help people follow if they wish. Some 
of the words of each song that particularly could be highlighted 
are included in the liturgy. The lyrics are easily found online for 
each song.

Liturgy 
Gathering
Have a Christmas tree or similar ready at the front of 
the worship space with lights (small white), but no other 
decorations.

As people gather, give them both an Order of Service and a card 
star and pen. Have a hole punched in one of the points of the 
star with some ribbon through the hole ready to tie. 

Welcome
We come to this service
to take time out from the daily busy-ness,
to take time away from the lights and glitter,
to take time to remember our past losses,
to take time to acknowledge our present sorrow,
to take time to express hope in a future joy.

We come just as we are
with our own stories and emotions,
our own concerns,
but each of us comes before the same God
who welcomes us just as we are.

Call to Worship
Based on John 1:1-5

Leader: In the beginning was the Word, 
 and the Word was with God, 
 and the Word was God. 
 He was in the beginning with God. 
 All things came into being through him, 
 and without him not one thing came into being. 
 What has come into being in him was life, 
 and the life was the light of all people. 

All: The light shines in the darkness, 
 and the darkness did not overcome it.

blue christmas
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Carol
In the bleak midwinter CH4 305

Prayer 
Lord Jesus,
we come tonight as your friends,
seeking companionship during the long nights,
admitting we are uncertain and have questions,
ready to rest awhile in your presence
as we bring to you our different emotions.

In this time we can take off the mask 
that says we must behave a certain way,
that we must not admit our sorrow
for we know, Lord Jesus, that you share 
in this sorrow with us.

You, too, wept for a friend,
and for those who grieved their loss.

You, too, have experienced the pain of parting
and yet you also bring to us a hope
that breaks beyond the boundaries 
of what we know.

May we come in this time and space
to release our emotions into this offering of worship
acknowledging both our own grief
and the grief of others,
and receive the hope you offer.

Be ever present with us,
Lord Jesus,
our friend and companion, 
through life and death,
through sorrow and joy,
through ups and downs,
through tears and laughter,
through love and loss.
Amen.

Reading
Based on John 1:6-8 

Leader: There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was 
not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

All: The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world.

Song
Circles Greta Svabo Bech (based on Ludovico Einaudi)

If you could see me running after you
You’d know, I’ve been running in circles round you
If we could turn the hours back in time
You know, I’d be running in circles round you

We’re burning out, we’re burning down
We’re the ashes on the ground
We’re burning out, we’re burning down
We’ve fallen underground

Reading 
Based on Psalm 22

Leader: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
 Why are you so far from helping me, 
 from the words of my groaning?

All: O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer;
 and by night, but find no rest.

Leader: In you our ancestors trusted;
 they trusted, and you delivered them.

All: To you they cried, and were saved;
     in you they trusted, and were not put to shame.

Leader: Yet it was you who took me from the womb;
     you kept me safe on my mother’s breast.
 On you I was cast from my birth,
  and since my mother bore me 
 you have been my God.

All: Do not be far from me,
  for trouble is near
  and there is no one to help.

Leader: For you, O God, did not despise or abhor
  the affliction of the afflicted;

All: you did not hide your face from me,
 but heard when I cried to you.

Remembering Friends
As we listen to the following song you are invited to write down 
the names of any friends you remember tonight who are no 
longer with us. Write these names down on one side of the star 
you were given when entering.

Song
Breathe Me Sia

Ouch, I have lost myself again
Lost myself and I am nowhere to be found
Yeah, I think that I might break
Lost myself again and I feel unsafe

Be my friend, hold me
Wrap me up, unfold me
I am small, I’m needy
Warm me up and breathe me

blue christmas
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blue christmas

Reading
Based on Isaiah 40

Leader: Comfort, O comfort my people,
 says your God.
 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
 and cry to her
 that she has served her term,
 that her penalty is paid.

All: A voice cries out:
 ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
 make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Leader: Every valley shall be lifted up,
 and every mountain and hill be made low;
 the uneven ground shall become level,
 and the rough places a plain.
 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
 and all people shall see it together,
 for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’

All: A voice says, ‘Cry out!’
 And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’

Leader: All people are grass,
 their constancy is like the flower of the field.
 The grass withers, the flower fades,
 when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
 surely the people are grass.
 The grass withers, the flower fades;
 but the word of our God will stand for ever.

Remembering Family
As we listen to the following song you are invited to write down 
the name of any family members you remember tonight who 
are no longer with us. Write these names down on the other 
side of the star you were given when entering.

The song is titled Joanne and was written and sung by 
Stefani Germanotta (Lady Gaga) in tribute to her aunt, Joanne 
Germanotta, who died aged just 19 before Lady Gaga was born.

Song
Joanne Lady Gaga

Take my hand, stay Joanne
Heaven’s not ready for you
Every part of my aching heart
Needs you more than the angels do

Reading
Based on Isaiah 40

Leader: Have you not known? Have you not heard?
 The Lord is the everlasting God,
 the Creator of the ends of the earth.

All: He does not faint or grow weary;
 his understanding is unsearchable.
 He gives power to the faint,
 and strengthens the powerless.
 Even youths will faint and be weary,
 and the young will fall exhausted;
 but those who wait for the Lord 
 shall renew their strength,
 they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
 they shall run and not be weary,
 they shall walk and not faint.

Act Of Remembrance
You may want to have a table next to the tree onto which 
worshippers can place a lighted tea light.

You are now invited forward, in your own time,
to place your star on the tree.
After you have done so,
you are welcome to light one of the tea lights and place it on 
the table next to the tree.

The song that will accompany these actions is a song sung 
and written by Ed Sheeran titled Supermarket Flowers. It is 
written about a mum but he had in mind the death of his own 
grandmother when the song was written. 

Song
Supermarket Flowers Ed Sheeran

I hope that I see the world as you did cause I know
A life with love is a life that’s been lived

So I’ll sing Hallelujah
You were an angel in the shape of my mum
When I fell down you’d be there holding me up
Spread your wings as you go
And when God takes you back we’ll say Hallelujah
You’re home

Litany Of Names
Read the names of all those whose funerals have been led 
through your church.

blue christmas
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Reflection 
We have remembered those special to us,
those whose lives made a difference to ours,
those whose memories flitter across our minds,
may we always remember them.

Yet today as we approach the celebration of a birth,
the marking of new life coming into the world,
the coming of light into the darkness,
may we also let God speak to us of love and eternity
that enables us to move from our grief
one step at a time,
one day at a time. 

Hope will have the last word, 
love will overcome,
and with the saints of all ages,
God’s faithful servants will be welcomed home.

Song
See You Again Wiz Khalifa and Charlie Puth

So let the light guide your way
Hold every memory as you go
And every road you take, will always lead you home, home

It’s been a long day without you, my friend
And I’ll tell you all about it when I see you again
We’ve come a long way from where we began
Oh, I’ll tell you all about it when I see you again
When I see you again

Prayer
It is nearly Christmas time, Lord God,
when gifts are given and received,
and none more important to us
than the gift of your Son, Jesus.

May we receive the gift this day
of your comfort and support
that we might know our loved ones are safely home,
send your Spirit to hold us

and let your light guide us.

In a time of laughter and joy,
of song and carols,
of glitter and gold,
may we keep in our hearts all those who, like us,
our grieving this day.

For those who know the pain of loss,
through natural disaster,
through conflict,
through illness,
may we lift them up in our prayers
and ask you, Lord,
what can we do to help them
and bring them comfort?

Thank you, Lord,
for hearing our prayers.
Send us from here to serve you,
bringing love and light
into your world
as this day unfolds into the next.
Amen.

Carol
Still the night CH4 309

Sending
Said together.

May we go with God’s blessing,
remembering what has been
and who we have loved,
and striving forward for what is yet to be
in the name of Jesus, the light bearer.
Amen.

blue christmas
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bible notes
Advent Contrasts 

As we enter Advent, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
provide us with a wonderful story that is full of imagery 
and colour. Typically, in Advent we of course look for the 

light of Christ breaking into darkness. Whilst the energy of a 
blazing fire intended to consume the lives of our three friends 
is perhaps not the usual entry point into the themes of the 
season, nonetheless in the story we will see that the burning 
fire provides for the dramatic intervention of God, and mirrors 
many other such stories where God becomes present in the 
most surprising of circumstances. 

This story shares similarities with many other fiery stories from 
the Old Testament. Instantly we might refer back to Moses and 
the Burning Bush or Elijah showing off to the Priests of Baal 
as he fired up the furnace seven-fold yet the holy ones were 
unharmed. 

Whilst we might say that this story is a departure from the 
usual Advent message of light breaking into darkness and the 
typical themes of the Sundays of Advent—hope, peace, joy and 
love—we will likely know by now that the Advent season in the 
church often surprises us for what it is not, nor can ever be. 
Should Advent solely be about the joy of impending Christmas 
celebrations and a concentration on the happy themes of how 
blessed we are? 

The very fact that these traditional Advent themes feel so 
appropriate and needed in our life and world—past or present—
is because they contrast with the direct opposite. Light is not 
so big a deal if we have no experience of darkness; hope is 
life-giving and transforming because it replaces despair; peace 
is what we long for when the experience of warfare, terror or 
personal struggle drains life of what it is meant to contain; 
joy feels so good because we know how much of a struggle 
it is when it is not present or when other things in life make 
it elusive; and the experience of love feels so good and right 
because when it is absent it feels like a huge hole exists in our 
very being.  

Advent is a season of promise because of the contrast unveiled 
between one existence and another, between one outlook and 
another. 

This story in Daniel is a colourful, clear and unforgettable story 
of contrast.  

It contains first a straightforward encouragement to ‘trust.’ 
This trust is not in the ways and practises and priorities of the 
world, nor in the worship of icons and idols made of human 
hands, but instead to stay faithful to the ways of God. It is in 
God that deliverance is made most real: deliverance from such 
experiences as darkness, despair, the existence of war, terror 
and injustice, despair and the absence of love. 

Second it contains something more mysterious. Appearing in 
the flames there is a fourth figure. Is this figure an angel, is 
it God? It is a figure, regardless of any specifics offered, very 
much central to the deliverance of the three friends as they 
emerge unhurt from the flames. Perhaps it is in this mysterious 
fourth figure that we see the introduction of the protective 
God we seek, and the foreshadowing of Jesus in our narrative 
of incarnation which confirms God as the one who comes to 
rescue the world and God’s people. 

The image above depicts Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the 
furnace as part of the wall paintings in the Catacomb of Priscilla, Rome, 
dating from around the late 3rd century. 

#wordofwarning
advent 1
sunday 3 december 2017

Daniel 3:1,8-30
(John 18:36-37)

sunday 3 december 2017
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#wordofwarning

The Story of the Fiery Furnace 
For narrator and ten voices.

Narrator: Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah were three young 
Jewish men who were brought up, along with Daniel, 
at the court of King Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. 
They had learnt to read and write the Babylonian 
language and had so impressed the king that he had 
made them members of the royal court and later 
given them high positions in the province. These men 
were given new Babylonian names. They were called 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 

 Listen now: 

Voice A:  Have you seen the new statue? It’s huge! 

Voice B:  What do you mean huge? 

Voice A:  It’s 27 metres high and three metres wide! Huge, 
absolutely massive. 

Voice B:  And what’s it made of? 

Voice A:  Gold. 

Voice B:  Wow! 

Voice C:  Have you seen the new orchestra? It’s noisy!

Voice D:  What do you mean noisy? 

Voice C:  I mean trumpets and oboes and lyres and zithers and 
drums and horns and... 

Voice D:  That’s noisy! 

Voice C:  Sure is! 

Voice D:  Wow! 

Narrator:  All the court and all the people and the orchestra 
gathered in front of the statue that had been set up 
on the plains of Dura and a herald announced: 

Voice E:  As soon as the music starts you are to get on your 
knees and bow down in front of the statue. Anyone 
who does not do this will be thrown immediately into 
the fiery furnace. 

Narrator:  And so the music played and all the people bowed 
down and worshipped the golden statue. All the 
people except for Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  
The people noticed what had happened and 
someone  went to King and said to him: 

Voice F:  There are some Jews who you put in charge of the 
province who are disobeying your orders. They do not 
worship your god or bow down to the statue that you 
have had made. 

Narrator:  The king flew into a rage and sent for the three men 
and asked them if it was true that they had refused 
to bow down to the statue. When they said yes, he 
said to them: 

Voice G:  If you do not bow down and worship my statue when 
the music plays I will have you thrown into the fiery 
furnace. Do you think any god can save you? 

Narrator: The men answered: 

Voice H:  If the God we serve is able to save us from the fiery 
furnace he will. 

Voice I:  But even if he doesn’t, 

Voice J:  we will not worship your gold statue.

Narrator:  The king really lost his temper. His face turned red. 
He ordered the strongest men in his army to tie up 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and to throw them 
into the blazing furnace. And because he was so 
cross he ordered that the furnace be heated seven 
times hotter than it was usually heated. 

 So they tied them up, fully dressed, and threw them 
into the furnace.  And the flames were so hot that 
they burned the men who threw them in. 

 The king looked on.  

 Suddenly he stood back in amazement and said: 

Voice G: I can see four men in the furnace. They’re not tied up 
any more. They’re walking around unharmed. And the 
fourth man... he looks like an angel. 

Narrator:  And King Nebuchadnezzar stood outside the door of 
the furnace and shouted: 

Voice G:  Shadrach! Meshach! Abednego! Servants of the 
Supreme God! Come out! 

Narrator:  And the three men walked out of the furnace 
unharmed. The court officials gathered round to 
examine the men. They were not hurt. Their hair was 
not singed. Their clothes were not burnt. There was 
not even the smell of smoke on them. But the fourth 
man had disappeared. 

 And the king said: 

Voice G:  Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego! He sent his angel to rescue these men 
who trust him and serve him. They disobeyed my 
commands and risked their lives rather than bow 
down and worship any god except their own. No-one 
is to disrespect this god. There is no other god who 
can rescue people like this. 

Narrator:  And King Nebuchadnezzar promoted Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego to even higher positions in 
the province of Babylon. 

the story
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Retelling For Young People
Do You Think Any God Can Save You?
A long time ago, in a country called Babylon there was 
a king who had a very long name. He was called King 
Nebuchadnezzar. King Nebuchadnezzar was a powerful king, 
and when he wanted something to happen, it did!  

One day King Nebuchadnezzar decided that he wanted a 
golden statue built. When it was finished it was enormous. It 
was twenty seven metres high—as high as two double decker 
buses standing on top of each other—and nearly three metres 
wide—as wide as a train carriage. It was huge. 

King Nebuchadnezzar decided that the statue was so huge 
and so important that all his people should get down on their 
knees and pray to it. And he decided that he would have a 
special day to tell the people about the statue. 

To make the day special King Nebuchadnezzar called together 
his royal orchestra and told them that they were to play as 
loudly as they could. There were trumpeters and harp players 
and oboe players and zither players and probably a lot of 
drummers as well. They could make lots of noise. 

The special day arrived. All the important people of Babylon 
stood in front of the huge golden statue. They were impressed. 

Then the King’s herald announced: “As soon as you hear the 
music playing you are to get down on your knees and pray to 
the statue. And anyone who does not do this will be tied up 
and thrown into the fiery furnace!” 

The fiery furnace was very hot. It had been used to melt the 
gold to make the statue. Anybody who was thrown into it 
would die very quickly. 

So the king gave a signal, and the music played—it was 
deafening—and all the people got on their knees and prayed 
to the statue. Well, not quite all the people because there 
were three men who did not get down on their knees, they just 
stood there. And, of course, somebody went and told the king. 

King Nebuchadnezzar was angry. He thought that everyone 
should do what he told them to do. How dare these men 
disobey his command! He sent for the three men and they 
were brought before him.  

When he was them the King knew who the men were. They 
were from another country but had been brought up in 
Babylon. They were Jews with responsible jobs in Babylon and 
they worshipped a different god to King Nebuchadnezzar. They 
were called Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 

The King glared at them and said: “If you do not bow down 
and worship my statue when the music plays I will have you 
thrown into the fiery furnace. Do you think any god can save 
you?” 

And Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego answered him: “If the 
God we serve is able to save us from the fiery furnace he will, 
but even if he doesn’t, we will not worship your gold statue.” 

The king was mad. Nobody was allowed to say no to him. He 
really lost his temper. He stamped his feet. His face turned 
red. And he ordered the strongest men in his army to tie up 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and to throw them into the 
blazing furnace. And because he was so cross he ordered that 
the furnace be heated seven times hotter than it was usually 
heated. 

So they tied them up, fully dressed, and they threw Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego into the middle of the furnace. And 
the flames were so hot that they burned the men who threw 
them in. 

The king looked on. All the other people who had knelt and 
prayed to the golden statue watched as well. 

And then the King saw that something had happened. He went 
a little closer to the furnace and looked in. 

“What’s going on? I can see four men not three men in the 
furnace,” he said. “And they’re not tied up. They’re walking 
around unharmed. And the fourth man: he looks like an 
angel.” 

And King Nebuchadnezzar stood outside the door of the 
furnace and shouted: “Shadrach! Meshach! Abednego! 
Servants of the greatest God! Come out of there!” 

And Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego walked out of the 
furnace unharmed. The king and the court officials gathered 
round to examine the men. They were not hurt. Their hair 
was not singed. Their clothes were not burnt. There was not 
even the smell of smoke on them. And the fourth man had 
disappeared.  

King Nebuchadnezzar was amazed, and he said: “Praise be 
to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego! He sent his 
angel to rescue these men who trust him and serve him. They 
disobeyed my commands and risked their lives rather than 
bow down and worship any god except their own. 

“No-one is to disrespect this god. He is the greatest god. There 
is no other god who can rescue people like this.” 

And King Nebuchadnezzar promoted Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego to even better jobs in the province of Babylon. 

Note that there is a great musical version of this story written 
and played by Louis Armstrong and his band. It is called 
“Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego”. It is available online at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6r1baNdgImo.

the story

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6r1baNdgImo
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Through the Season
Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can be 
used to help create a linking theme through the season. 

Display letters saying “#WORDOFWARNING” at the front of the 
worship space and use a large image of a fiery furnace or create 
your own using a pile of wood and crepe paper flames.

Gathering Activity
Invite people as they gather to talk of one daring thing they 
have done. Simply describe it to each other and write it on a 
Post-It note and, if there is an advent candle wreath, perhaps 
place the note there as a symbol of God doing the most daring 
thing we know. 

Call to Worship
This is the beginning time 
for incarnation, 
for God to quicken in skin 
and step among us. 

So with every traveller on the way, 
each follower of promise, 
each wonderer and questioner, 
each one who dares to trust the promise of God, 
come to worship.

Let us gather in the Advent 
of a God who enters the fiery furnace 
of the unstable places of our world.

All-Age Prayer
Amazing God, 
in the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
we see you as a God who never lets us down 
even when things seem impossible. 

May we never be afraid 
to stand up for you 
as you stand up for us. 
Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
Waiting God, 
we commit ourselves to waiting with you, 
waiting to hear your voice, 
waiting to know your will, 
waiting to discover 
how you want us to serve you 
with all that you have given us 
for the life of the world. 
Amen.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
God of noise and fear, 
God of quiet and storm, 
as we gather in your house, 
may we see you enlivening our worship today. 

Come, Lord Jesus, 
come and upset our carefully guarded routine, 
our carefully ordered structure. 

Come crashing in 
making yourself heard in the cacophony. 
Come tiptoeing in 
making us sit up and take notice. 

Surprise us with all the ways you are present for us.  
Bring calm and reassurance 
that your love never falters 
and that your spirit never leaves us. 

Come, Lord Jesus, 
be known in our imperfect lives today and by your presence, 
cleanse and renew us 
with your unpredictable spirit today.
Amen.

Prayers for Others and Ourselves
God, as the world holds its breath, 
wondering what is next 
as we cry out for ourselves and others: 
“How long, O Lord?” 

Convict us with the knowledge 
that we can answer our prayer. 

Remind us that “How long, O Lord?” depends on us. 
You have given us all that the world needs: 
abundant resources for sharing; 
hearts that can accommodate infinite love; 
hands that can work wonders 
when held open in mercy. 

“How long, O Lord?” is up to us. 

May we look on the suffering of others 
and see what you would have us do. 
May we look on the despair of those around us 
and see the hope you want us to share. 
May we hear the cry of your children 
and listen for what you would have us do. 

“How long, O Lord?” is within our gift. 
May we be moved to generosity today. 
Amen. 

#wordofwarning
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worship ideas
Reflection
An ancient story 
or a modern parable? 
A story of reckless loyalty 
or principled living? 
Of foolhardiness 
or extreme trust? 

Brooking no compromise, 
seeking no easy life 
but trusting wholly in God 
to deliver promises: 
a story played out 
in the lives of those 
persecuted for faith today. 

Video
VeggieTales, the animated series, have an episode that focuses 
on this story titled Rack, Shack & Benny. It is available on the 
compilation DVD “Heroes of the Bible Vol 2” (http://amzn.eu/
av2kALj):

Take Home Ideas
Advent being a defined season lends itself to a four-week 
theme, within the readings for Advent there are some very 
strong images which fit well within the four elements. Within 
the resources section you will find a set of labels with the 
four elements on four different coloured backgrounds. On the 
reverse is a bible verse from each week’s reading which reflects 
the element. These labels can be found on page 109 and page 
110. 

If you don’t like the idea of labels, maybe have instead candles 
in four different colours with the bible verse attached. 

Or you could just print bible verses on card to take home. 
Maybe you could print them on shiny gift tags for each family to 
hang on the tree at home.  

Sending 
God of the waiting: 
fire us up 
to walk bravely 
and speak boldly 
wherever we are this week 
in the name of God, 
Creator, 
Immanuel, 
Breath. 

Praise/Hymns
Do not be afraid  CH4 191 / MP 115 

God moves in a mysterious way  CH4 158 / MP 193 

Hark the glad sound  CH4 277 / MP 210 

Make way  CH4 279 / MP 457 

O come, O come, Emmanuel  CH4 273 / MP 493 

O God of blessings, all praise to you  CH4 177 

O threefold God of tender unity  CH4 114 

Praise the Lord with the sound of the trumpet  CH4 169 

Shadrach, Meshach Abednego  online at
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6r1baNdgImo 

Sing a new song   Bring It All To Me, Fischy Music 

Sing to the Lord a joyful song  CH4 184 

Sound the trumpet  CH4 280 

The candles at Advent see page 106 & page 107

sunday 3 december 2017

http://amzn.eu/av2kALj
http://amzn.eu/av2kALj
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6r1baNdgImo
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age group ideas
gathering 
Across The World all age

You will need: a copy of the VeggieTales video (see previous 
page).

You could watch the VeggieTales video but be aware that this 
may take up a large part of your time together, it will be around 
25 minutes long. 

Or you cold play a game of ‘Islands’ where you place newspaper 
islands on the floor around which the children run freely 
until you shout “Fiery Furnace Beware” at which point they 
should jump onto an island as quickly as possible to be safe. 
If someone does not make it onto one of the islands they are 
out/frazzled! Keep reducing the number of islands until only 
three people are left. Use this as a way into the story.  

games
King For A Day   age 6-12
Who would be king for a day? This game is a bit like ‘follow my 
leader’ where one child is selected as king/queen and gives 
out commands that everyone must follow. The children could 
take turns at this: everyone must go in and out of the door 
seven times, everyone must jump on the spot three times, an 
individual must stand on one leg, three people must go to 
the bathroom and wash their hands, and so on. A question to 
ponder will be whether any of the children abused their power.

Winners/Losers   age 6-12
This passage talks of winners and losers: who has the power 
and who has none. Play a simple game like ‘Rock, paper and 
scissors’. The children must take note of who wins each game.  
Play the game at least a dozen times. Were the children equal 
or was it a blowout for one child over the other. Watch as 
the children play the game and take note of their reactions: 
superior, smug, indifferent. Discuss with the children how it 
feels to win and lose. When the stakes are higher and people 
are losing they may resort to violence or name calling. Sadly 
even adults who do not like to lose can get very angry and 
make bad decisions.  

Fizz/Buzz   age 9-12
An old classroom favourite for maths lessons. Arrange everyone 
in a circle and go around the circle with each person calling out 
a sequential number. The twist is that for any number that is a 
multiple of 3 or has a 3 in it they must say instead “Fizz”, and 
for any number that is a multiple of 7 or has a 7 in it they must 
say instead “Buzz”. 

So it would start: 1, 2, Fizz, 4, 5, Fizz, Buzz, 8, Fizz, 10, 11, Fizz, Fizz, 
Buzz, Fizz, 16, Buzz... and so on.

Three-Legged Race   all age
Maintaining the idea of threes, you could have a traditional 
three-legged race with pairs of children. 

activities
Find The Story   age 3-5

You will need: container, images representing parts of the bible 
story (three images of men, golden idol, fire, king, musical 
instruments, clothes, a faint image of a person), images that do 
not represent parts of the story.

Spread the images all around your meeting space and ask the 
children to try to work out which images relate to the story 
and place those in the container. Once finished gathering 
the images, start pulling them out and asking the children 
to explain what each represents, thereby retelling the story, 
placing them in order.

A Day, A Week   age 6-12
You will need: copies of activity sheet (see page 108), pencils.

Ask the children if they can come up with any stories, rhymes, 
sayings that have the numbers 3 or 7 in them. Is the number 
3 or 7 important in their lives? In a recent report number 7 is 
classed as the luckiest number in the world with number 3 
coming in second (all good things come in threes!). There are 
many possibilities in the bible: seven days of creation, seven 
colours in rainbow, seven churches in Revelation, three persons 
of Trinity, three gifts for Jesus, three closest friends of Jesus, 
three days when before Jesus was risen.

You could challenge the children to see if they can complete 
the Famous Three activity sheet. The correct answers are:

1. Jesus, Moses, Elijah
2. Peter, James, John
3. Father, Son, Holy Spirit
4. Snap, Crackle, Pop
5. Good, Bad, Ugly
6. Hop, Skip, Jump
7. Shake, Rattle, Roll
8. Past, Present, Future
9. Harry, Ron, Hermione
10. Three Wise Men
11. SpongeBob, Patrick, Squidward
12. Three Blind Mice
13. Three Musketeers
14. Faith, Hope, Love
15. Stop, Look, Listen

Cleansed   all age
You will need: soap, soap powder, shampoo, face wipes, nappy 
wipes, facial cleanser, hand gel, dishwasher tablets, vanish, cif 
or similar, odd bits of material that have stains on them (tea, 
coffee, tomato ketchup, bolognaise sauce, mustard, chocolate 
and so on).

Discuss with the children what each of the items has in 
common (cleaning agents) and if they have ever used them or 
have some of them been used on the children themselves! Let 
the children try to get rid of the stains on the material. 

Fire also is a cleansing element as years ago fire was used to 
get rid of diseases and today it is still used to get rid of medical 
waste. The king wanted to get rid of Shadrack, Meshack and 
Abednego, to cleanse his region of their lack of faith towards 
him but he failed because God was looking out for them. 
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crafts
Fiery Furnace age 3-5

You will need: prepared outline figures of Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego cut out of white card (each child needs all three 
figures), Blu Tac, A3 paper, red, orange and yellow paint, paper 
plates, a wash basin and towel for cleaning hands following this 
activity and protection for clothes and tables.

Prepare the paint by placing each colour on a different paper 
plate. Give each child a piece of paper and ask them to lay it 
with the long edge top and bottom. Give them three figures 
which they should place centrally on the paper. When they 
are happy with their location Blu Tac them into place. Now ask 
the children to choose a colour of paint and place their hands 
into the paint and then print their open handprint onto the 
paper over the top of the figures. They should repeat this with 
the different colours overlapping the other colours to create a 
fiery furnace effect. When they have covered the paper and the 
figures, gently remove the figures and the Blu Tac. This should 
leave behind three silhouette-like figures which seem as if they 
are in the midst of the fiery furnace. 

Talk with the children about the story. Talk about the three 
men not being afraid to go into the fiery furnace because they 
trusted God. Discuss with the children who they trust and why.

A Look Inside age 6-8
You will need: two paper plates per child, two split pins per child, 
white card, outline figures of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
for each child, scissors, yellow, orange and red crayons, felt 
pens, PVA glue and glue spreaders, ruler.

Give each child a plate and ask them to draw a large old 
fashioned arch shaped door on the plate with its base at the 
bottom of the plate and top approximately three quarters of 
the way up the plate and centrally placed on the plate. Ask 
them to colour the door using the felt tip pens. Then ask them 
to cover the rest of the plate in a brown colour. Now show the 
children how to cut the plate in half from top to bottom – this 
should cut down through the door cutting it into two equal 
halves. Lay this plate to one side. Now give each child another 
plate and ask them to cover the whole plate with the red, 
yellow and orange crayons to create a fiery furnace, encourage 
them to overlap the colours. When fully covered they should 
glue their three figures to the centre of the plate. Now placing 
the two plates one on top of the other with the door plate on 
top. Make two holes at the bottom of each half of the doors 
and pass a split pin through each to act as a door handle.  The 
fiery furnace can now open and close to reveal the three men 
untouched inside.   

Talk with the children about the story and discuss why they 
think the men were not burnt. Talk about trust and what that 
means to them. Discuss who they trust and how we show we 
trust someone. Talk about the men trusting God. 

Another Fiery Furnace  age 9-12
You will need: a lidded jam jar for each child, tissue paper in red, 
yellow and orange, scissors, PVA glue and glue spreader, battery 
operated tealight for each child and Blu Tac. 

Give each child a jam jar and ask them to remove the lid and 
turn it upside down. Ask them to cut out flame shapes from the 
different colours of tissue paper. These should be about three 
quarters of the height of their jar. Now ask them to glue their 
flames into the inside of their jar ensuring they are all around 
the jar and overlapping. Note that each flame tip should be 
towards the top of the jar away from the lid - what would be the 
base of the jam jar if it were in the correct position! Give each 
child a tealight and ask them to secure it to the inside of their 
lid using the Blu Tac. They can then put the tealight on and 
screw the lid back into place to create a fiery furnace.  

Talk with the children about the story and discuss why they 
were thrown into the furnace. Encourage them to think about 
why the men were not burnt. Talk about them trusting God and 
why that might have made a difference. Discuss how we show 
trust and ask them to think about who they trust and why.

Advent Frieze  all age
As this is the first Sunday in Advent an Advent Craft is provided 
which can either be completed in its entirety this week or 
developed over the four weeks of Advent.

You will need: sheet of frieze paper, alphabet templates, 
Christmas paper, pencils, scissors, PVA glue, glue spreaders.  

Take the frieze paper and lay it lengthwise before folding in 
such a way as to create five equal parts.  

If you have used an Advent ring in the service, lighting the first 
candle, talk with the children about the candles and what each 
represents. Traditionally this is Hope, Peace, Joy, Love and Jesus 
represented by the Christ candle in the middle. Talk with the 
children about waiting and how Advent is a time of waiting and 
discuss what we are waiting for at Christmas. Discuss waiting in 
hope for peace, joy and love to come and how that comes to us 
in Jesus who showed us how to live our lives in hope, bringing 
peace, joy and love to others. 

Put the children into groups and give each child some 
Christmas paper and the templates and ask them to create 
together the words HOPE, PEACE, JOY, LOVE and JESUS. These 
should then be stuck in order to one of the sections of the 
frieze.  

Each week take one section and talk with the children about 
their hopes, what they feel would bring peace, what gives 
them joy, who they love and how they show love and finally 
the stories of Jesus they remember and let them add their 
thoughts, drawings or ideas to the frieze under the relevant 
section each week to create a decorative Advent frieze.   

sunday 3 december 2017

age group ideas
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Preparation
No special preparation is required this week. You may want 
to use a large sheet of paper or flip chart for young people to 
write down their laws so everyone can see them and engage in 
talking about them. 

Opening Activity
Lawmakers

• If you were king for a day, who would you appoint as your 
adviser? 

• What one law would you make? Why? 

• What would happen if someone broke the law? 

Now, think through the consequences of your law.

• Who would it affect most? 

• Would there be any unintended consequences? 

• How do you feel about that?  

The Word
Read Daniel 3:1,8-30 together.  

Activity/Discussion
The story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and the fiery 
furnace is a very well known one. 

• What is going on in the story... with the king?  

• ...with the Chaldeans? 

• ...with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego? 

• What are they all thinking, feeling and motivated by? 

• Why do you think Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are 
not scared? (v. 16-18) 

• How do you think the king feels when Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego survive? 

• What about the Chaldeans who plotted against them? 

The king is tricked by people appealing to his own sense of 
importance. He thinks being king means being able to do 
whatever he wants. 

Have a look back at the laws you would make if you were king 
for a day. 

• Would you change them now? Why?    

It’s Advent, the time when we prepare for Christmas and the 
arrival of Jesus. Often we think about light in the darkness and 
good prevailing against evil at this time: prophets telling of a 
child who will change everything.   

• What do you think this story might have to teach us about 
getting ready for the birth of Jesus? 

Living It Out
Listen out for and identify the voices trying to convince you to 
live selfishly. 

discussion starters for teens
what guides us?
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bible notes
A Transformational Breath

The story of the famous Bone Church located in Kutna 
Hora in the Czech Republic dates to the 13th Century 
when a returning Abbot sprinkled dirt picked up from 

the Holy Land onto the cemetery land that surrounded the 
chapel. As a result, the place became popular for burials and 
so much so that in the 17th century, old skeletons had to be 
removed to make space for new burials. These old skeletons 
were stored in the chapel in various locations but mainly 
under the four corners of the ground floor. In the 19th century 
a woodcarver was commissioned to decorate the chapel with 
the bones. Visitors today experience various decorations 
(including chandeliers and coats of arms) made from bones. It 
all sounds rather macabre with some saying the Bone Church is 
a reminder of the impermanence of human life and inescapabie 
nature of death, yet visitors often speak of the peace they have 
felt whilst in the chapel.  

The story of the ‘dry bones’ in Ezekiel follows on from the 
dramatic story from Daniel last week, and provides for us 
another story full of drama and intrigue. The imagery is vivid 
and the message of the story once again is quite simple and 
appropriate for the season of Advent. Last week it was fire, this 
week we see the wind: namely the breath of God as it breathes 
life into what is dead. 

God has the power to do things that others cannot. This does 
not just make God mysterious, it makes God like no other 
power. God is revealed in this story as the power that can take 
what is tired, nearly dead, and make something new out of it or 
at the very least restore it to something like it was before. 

The season of Advent reflects the image and understanding of 
God who can, and did, take what was forlorn and decrepit and 
breathed new life into it.  

The clarion call of the prophets, familiar during the season 
of Advent, was that God’s creation, had become a place that 
was ‘dead’ to God’s ways. Humanity had travelled off course, 
had diverted far from what mattered, and had travelled so far 
down this road that there was no turning back without the 
intervention of God. The prophet voices called for change; they 
called for God to take what had withered, turned sour and was 

on its way to death, and breathe new life into it, in order that 
collectively humanity would raise itself, return to God, and 
thrive.  

We can see in the Incarnation the power of God at work; 
changing things through love. God came as new life, and in the 
new life of Jesus, a process was started that continued through 
the unfolding events of his childhood, his ministry and death 
and resurrection, towards the consummation of new life offered 
by God. God provided a new gospel and command to love. The 
Holy Spirit was energised to breathe life into what was lifeless 
and into something teeming with the goodness of God. 

In this season of Advent how do we reflect this new life? It is 
not enough just to dig out the boxes of decorations and hang 
them as they have been hung in our churches and homes for 
years. The traditions of the season have their place, yet if the 
same old, same old is all there is to the season, we are falling 
far short of what God needs of us today.  

This season is about mixing all that we have at our disposal—
the old hangings, the familiar carols, the parties and social 
events—with the opportunity to be influenced by the reminders 
of new life in God, which are offered in the Advent stories we 
hear in church, and ponder in our own time. The season is 
about the life that God brings to us and to the world: a life that 
is transformed and transforming. 

#wordoflife
advent 2 
sunday 10 december 2017

Ezekiel 3:1-14
(John 11:25-26)

sunday 10 december 2017
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V Is For...
You may want to research the sound of vultures for this pieces, 
have a look at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uA5yGyB_z5U.

Two vultures circling slowly.

Vic:  Eccchhhh! 

Vinnie:  Ecccchhhhh! 

Vic:  Morning, Vinnie! 

Vinnie:  Morning, Vic. 

Vic:  Nice and sunny. 

Vinnie:  Always nice and sunny in the wilderness, Vic. 

Vic:  What are you doing today, Vinnie? 

Vinnie:  Thought I’d fly over the valley of dry bones Vic, I hear 
there’s been something going on over there. 

Vic:  Nah, nothing happens there. The bones are long 
dead, not a morsel of meat on them, nothing for us, 
Vinnie, nothing at all. 

Vinnie:  Ah, but I’ve heard a rumour. 

Vic:  A rumour, what’s that? 

Vinnie:  A story. I’ve heard a story about that valley, and it 
sounds interesting. 

Vic:  Who did you hear the story from? 

Vinnie:  From Vikki. She often flies over there. It’s on her 
patch.  

Vic:  Go on. 

Vinnie:  Well she said that one day when she was flying over 
she saw a man there. 

Vic:  Just one man, he wouldn’t last long in the wilderness, 
could be good news for us… 

Vinnie:  But there’s more, Vic. 

Vic:  Go on. 

Vinnie:  This man seemed to be talking to someone, like he 
was having a conversation with someone, but there 
was no-one else there. 

Vic:  Ah, the wilderness does strange things to humans, he 
was probably imagining stuff, seeing stuff that wasn’t 
there, Vinnie. 

Vinnie:  And then the man shouted across the valley! 

Vic:  Did he shout anything interesting? 

Vinnie:  He shouted to the bones: ‘God says this, I’m going to 
bring you back to life, cover you with muscles and 
sinews and skin and then you’ll know that I’m God.’ 

Vic:  Interesting. Quite mad, but interesting... 

Vinnie:  But Vikki said it happened! There was a rattling noise 
and the bones began to join together and they put 
on muscles and flesh and were covered in skin. 

Vic:  Are you sure Vikki is OK? She’s not had indigestion 
and a strange dream or something? 

Vinnie:  She sounded fine and she said that then the man 
shouted again. 

Vic:  Go on. 

Vinnie:  He told the wind that God had commanded it to 
come to the wilderness and breathe life into the 
bodies. 

Vic:  And don’t tell me the wind came! 

Vinnie:  It came from every direction and blew into the 
bodies and they came to life! There were enough of 
them to make an army! 

Vic:  And then what happened? 

Vinnie:  The man shouted that he was going back to his 
people and that he was going to tell them that they 
were like old dry bones. 

Vic:  They’d love that! 

Vinnie:  But then he’d tell them that God would blow his 
breath into them, and give them all new life. 

Vic:  So did this man find his way out of the wilderness 
and go back to his home and leave all these people 
in the valley?  

Vinnie:  Vikki doesn’t know, she was a bit spooked by the 
wind and the rattling bones and she flew away. 

Vic:  So... 

Vinnie:  So I thought that it might be worth flying over to the 
valley and seeing if this army of people is still there. 

Vic:  Did Vikki mention food or water in her dream? 

Vinnie:  She said it wasn’t a dream, but no, she didn’t 
mention food or water. 

Vic:  So some of these people might have got lost and 
might have died in the wilderness and there might 
still be flesh on their bones? 

Vinnie:  There might... 

Vic:  Definitely worth having a look at this rumour of 
yours, Vinnie, if there’s anything in it, we could be 
feasting for days. Let’s be flying… 

Vinnie:  Sure thing, Vic. 

Vic:  Eccchhhh! 

Vinnie:  Ecccchhhhh! 

the story

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uA5yGyB_z5U
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Retelling For Young People
New Life For Dry Bones 
There is a story in the bible about a man called Ezekiel. One 
day God took Ezekiel to a valley in the wilderness that was 
full of dry bones. God asked Ezekiel if the bones could come 
to life. Ezekiel looked round at all the bones and decided that 
only God knew the answer to that question. 

God told Ezekiel to tell the bones to come to life. There was a 
rattling sound and the bones began to join together, and God 
put muscles and flesh on the bones and covered them with 
skin. 

Through the Season
Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can be 
used to help create a linking theme through the season. Display 
letters saying “#WORDOFLIFE” at the front of the worship space 
and place a skeleton nearby (fake ones are readily available or 
you can download versions that can be printed and cutout from 
card of paper. 

Gathering Activity
Offer everyone a sheet of paper and ask them to quietly reflect 
on one thing they would like to lay down. It might be an idea 
or habit or hobby that now lacks life or colour or vitality. Write 
it down or symbolise it or draw it and simply fold the sheet of 
paper away thus letting go that which now lacks life. 

Call to Worship
It would be very effective if you can organise with some 
musicians to create some rattling and then beats that edges into 
a quiet chorus of ‘Dem Bones’ during the Call to Worship. 

Look around you. 
The valley is thick and dusty. 
The stillness is heavy. 
The air dry. 

But wait. 

What is that? 

That rattle? 

That beat of life? 

That whisper of wind 
that shapes a chorus? 

A dance? 

That says there is nothing dead here. 
The promise is being brought together. 
The old words are finding new life. 
The prophet’s song is being sung again 
and new life is on its way.  

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
God, we wait with you 
in the stillness. 
We wait, 
grateful for the chance to be quiet. 
We wait 
for the breath of your Spirit to breathe life  
Into the weariness of our bones. 

God we thank you 
that you show your presence 
in the stirring of our hearts, 
in the awareness of the air 
that you disturb around us 
as you breathe life into your people 
in worship today. 

Lord, forgive our weariness 
and transform it into a longing for you 
so that we may be stirred up, 
renewed in faith 
and returned to the world you call us to serve 
with the breath you breathe into your people today. 
Amen.

All-Age Prayer
Shake, rattle and roll went the bones. 
Shake, rattle and roll went the people. 
Shake, rattle and roll right out of the church 
and into the streets 
to shake, rattle and roll the love of God in all the world.
Amen.  

Prayer of Dedication
God we commit ourselves to breathing deeply 
of all the life that you give 
so that we may be equipped 
to heal the brittleness of our world 
with the healing power of your Spirit 
until we are one as you are one, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Amen.

worship ideas

the story
Then God told Ezekiel to call the wind, and the wind came, 
from all directions. It blew into the bodies, and the bodies 
began to breathe and they stood up, hundreds of them. 

God told Ezekiel that he was to go to the people of Israel and 
tell them the story of the bones. He was to tell them that God 
was going to blow into them too and give them new life. God 
was going to give the people of Israel what they had hoped 
for. He was going to take them out of the land of Babylon, 
where they were living. God was going to take them home. A 
new life.
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Reflection
Dry, dusty and brittle: 
love lost, 
passion cooled, 
relationship gone sour. 

Dry dusty and brittle: 
hope diminished, 
ambition curtailed, 
potential unfulfilled. 

Dry dusty and brittle: 
stories not told, 
memories locked away, 
achievement denied, 
until a whisper of breath 
becomes a raging torrent 
releasing all that lies dormant, 
kindling life in all its fullness. 

Breath of the Spirit, come. 

Prayers for Others and Ourselves
God, you know how easily 
we allow ourselves to be deflated. 

You know how often we forget that in you 
is newness of life and breath. 

You know how seldom we ask for your life giving Spirit 
to work through us to serve the world. 

In our breathlessness and listlessness 
may we rely on your Spirit to move us 
so that we can transform this world 
that you have placed into our care. 

Breathe into us love and compassion, 
justice and mercy and the stirring of peace  
and with those gifts, 
send us out to bring light into darkness, 
hope in despair, joy in sadness 
and love in indifference. 

Blow through your church, Lord, 
so that we, your people, 
may breathe life into the world 
for your glory.  

Take Home Ideas
See the notes on page 14. 

Sending 
God of the waiting: 
blow through us 
to walk bravely 
and speak boldly 
wherever we are this week.
In the name of God: 
Creator,
Immanuel, 
Breath.  

Praise/Hymns
All creatures of our God and king   CH4 147 / MP 7 

Breathe on me, breath of God  CH4 596 / MP 67 

Come holy Spirit  CH4 589 

Creator of the stars of night  CH4 288 

Dem bones  see online 
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HrzBsUtUdts 

Hark the glad sound  CH4 277 

Here in this place  CH4 623 

Holy Spirit, hear us  CH4 599 

Hope is a candle   CH4 284 

Lord you sometimes speak in wonders  CH4 606 

O breath of life   CH4 595 /M P 488 

People look East  CH4 283 

Take this moment   CH4 501 

The candles at Advent see page 106 & page 107

We sing a love  CH4 622 

We your children  Bring It All To Me, Fischy Music 

You are the God of new beginnings  One is the Body, 
 Wild Goose Publications 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HrzBsUtUdts
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gathering 
Breath Of Life all age

You will need: balloons or bubble bottles.

Have some fun blowing up balloons or blowing bubbles. Take 
care with bubbles as the floor can get rather slippery! 

Use this as a way into the story contrasting them blowing new 
life into the balloons or bubbles to God breathing new life into 
the Valley of Dry Bones.  

crafts
Dry Bones  age 3-5

You will need: A4 white paper, white crayons, black paint 
(thinned with water), paint brushes, protection for clothes and 
tables.

Give each child a piece of the white paper and ask them to 
draw either individual bone shapes or a skeleton on it using the 
white crayons. Encourage them to press heavily with the crayon 
as they make their bone shapes.  

Talk with the children about the story and the dry bones and 
God bringing new life to them. Discuss with the children where 
and when they see signs of new life (such as buds on trees 
which seem dead over the winter, new buildings appearing 
where old buildings once were). Talk about God doing amazing 
things and let them share some of their thoughts on the 
amazing things in their life or in the world.  

Now let the children wash over their bone picture with the 
thinned black paint and let them be amazed as they watch the 
dry bones being revealed before them and seeming to come to 
life!   

Bubble Painting  age 6-8
You will need: A4 white card, tray or plastic sheet for protection, 
small bowls, straws, washing-up liquid, paint in a variety of 
colours, water.

Prepare by placing a small amount of water into a bowl and 
adding equal amounts of washing-up liquid and paint and then 
mixing together with a straw. Repeat for each colour. 

Now ask each child to blow into the straw (using their own 
personal straw and being careful not to suck!) and create 
bubbles. When the bubbles are sitting over the top of the bowl 
ask the children to place a piece of card onto the bubbles. This 
should gently burst the bubbles and create a bubble painting. 
Then either repeat with a different colour on the same card to 
create an overlapping effect or lay the first painting aside to dry 
and repeat with a different piece of card. 

Talk with the children about the story and the dry bones and 
God bringing new life to them. Discuss with the children how 
they breathed new life into the paint mix to create amazing 
bubbles which then created an amazing picture. Talk about 
God doing amazing things and let them share some of their 
thoughts on the amazing things in their life or in the world.

age group ideas

New Life  age 9-12
You will need: a variety of discarded materials (bits of paper, 
material, sweet wrappers, empty cartons, plastic bottles and so 
on), scissors, PVA glue, glue spreaders, pencils, rulers.

Explain to the children that you have discarded pieces of junk, 
things that people no longer feel are useful and have thrown 
away but that you would like them to bring new life to these 
materials by creating something from them: something useful 
or decorative! Then let the children work with the materials 
provided to breathe new life into them by creating something.  

Talk about the story and God bringing new life from the dry 
bones and from a place where everything seemed desolate and 
hopeless. Talk about what it might feel like to have no hope 
and the difference hope can make to someone. If the children 
cannot think of examples from their own experiences, talk 
about children overseas who perhaps have no clean water and 
how they must feel when they see a project arriving to bring 
them that clean water or when they are told that they can now 
go to school when that has been their hope for so long. Discuss 
with the children how we might be able to bring hope to people 
so that they can have new life when they feel discarded and 
without hope.

Dog Biscuits  all age
You will need: a large sheet of black paper, bone-shaped dog 
biscuits, PVA glue and glue spreaders, (optionally: white paint, 
paint brushes, protection for clothes and tables).

Let the children work together in a group to create a skeleton 
out of the bone-shaped biscuits. Let them place the biscuits 
first and then glue them into place when they are happy with 
the shape. If you wish, the bone-shaped biscuits could then 
be painted white using thick white paint. Do not use too much 
paint or the biscuits will go soggy! 

Talk about the story and God bringing new life from the dry 
bones and from a place where everything seemed hopeless. 
Talk about places, perhaps in their own community or street, 
where things seemed hopeless but new life appeared, such as 
a derelict piece of ground planted with flowers or where new 
buildings have appeared from derelict ones or new paintwork 
has brought life. Talk about how we can work together to bring 
new life and to make a difference to the people and places 
around us. 
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activities
At The Dig  age 6-12

You will need: half fill a box with sand or soil and hide either 
bone shapes or different types of dry pasta, small paintbrushes.

Ask the children, a few a at a time, to carefully brush away the 
soil as though at an excavation dig and see if they can reveal 
any of the bones. Once they have found one they carefully have 
to remove it, place it on a piece of paper and identify what it is: 
what kind of bone or what type of pasta.

Inflate The Skeleton  age 6-12 
You will need: balloons, marker pens, lots of breath.

Give everyone an uninflated balloon. Invite them to draw a 
skeleton on it and then retell the story and whenever they hear 
the word ‘breath’, get them to blow into the balloon a little 
more, inflating the skeleton.  

Forms Of Life  all age 
You will need: images of new life (babies, animals, flowers, trees, 
rebuilding after an earthquake or flood).

Discuss the images that you have brought along. Have the 
children seen a new born baby, lamb, calf, or similar. 

Ask them to act out the movements that they might have if their 
limbs were disjointed; how would they walk or run. What do 
these new youngsters need to grow and this could incorporate 
animals, humans and plant life also. God breathes life into us 
and is with us everyday. 

games
Heads, Shoulders...   all age
Sing the traditional song “Heads, shoulders, knees and toes” 
with the children: most will know it, of course, if they do not 
then a great chance to teach them the song. This can be used to 
talk about the different parts of the body.

Operation   all age
You will need: the game “Operation”.

Let the children try the well known game, removing different 
parts from the body without the buzzer going off. 

Skin The Skeleton   all age
You will need: toilet paper.

Another classic game (Wrapping A Mummy) which can be done 
as a team game with small teams. One child in each team 
stands in the middle as the ‘skeleton’. The other children are 
given a toilet roll. When you give the start they have to work 
together as a team to cover their skeleton with toilet paper 
(‘skin’). The first team to completely cover their skeleton 
(leaving space for eyes, nose and mouth) wins.

Body Builder   all age
You will need: copies of the worksheet provided on page 111, 
dice, pencils.

This is a beetle-drive-style game with instructions provided on 
the sheet (see page 111). The first person to complete a skeleton 
should shout “Body Builder!” to announce the end of the game 
or round. This can also be used as a way into discussing the 
story.
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Preparation
You might want to have a few Christmas decorations available 
as a discussion starter for the Opening Activity. A copy of The 
Message paraphrase of the Bible or access to the web to get a 
copy of this week’s text. 

A print out of a skeleton to cut out (see page 112) ideally on a 
large sheet such as A3 paper, scissors, pens, colouring pens. 

Opening Activity
Christmas Traditions

• What are your Christmas traditions?  

• Are there certain things you do each year?   

• When do you put up your Christmas tree? 

• Do you always use the same decorations on your tree?  

• Where do they come from? 

• Do they remind you of times gone by? 

The Word
Read Ezekiel 37:1-14 from The Message version (you can find this 
on http://www.biblegateway.com).

Activity/Discussion
Let the young people cut out the various parts of the skeleton 
as you discuss the following questions.

The valley of dry bones is a vision given to the prophet Ezekiel. 

• What does it mean? 

• What are your theories? 

• What’s it all about?   

• What or who are the ‘dry bones’? 

• How did they get like that? 

• Could it be referring to the people of Israel? 

• If it is, what have they done, or not done? 

Have the young people write some of the ideas for what might 
make people like ‘dry bones’ on the backs of the bones.

• What changes the bones and brings them life? 

In different colours write down ideas of what might bring life to 
situations on the front sides of the bones.

A strong parallel exists here to Genesis 2:5-7 where God 
breathes into the human formed from the dirt and gives life 
and to Acts 2 where the Spirit of God comes in the wind. 

The breath of God is a striking image. The word ‘ inspire’ has two 
meanings. One is ‘to fill someone with the urge or desire to do 
something’. The other is ‘to breathe in’. We cannot live without 
breathing in.  

• How does the image of breathing in the breath of God make 
you feel? 

• How would people ‘ inspired’ by God live?  

Living It Out
• How could you inspire others this week?

discussion starters for teens
valley of dry bones

http://www.biblegateway.com
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A New Shape For The World

We are three weeks into Advent and here is a text 
that brings home to us the fundamental nature of 
incarnation where we are asked to choose towards our 

neighbour and enflesh the love of God towards each other. 

We need to begin by imagining the background to this text 
which includes that the Hebrews have been marched into exile 
in Babylon. Their city has been destroyed and you can imagine 
them longing to return home. Many, however, moved relatively 
easily into Babylonian culture and society. By doing this, their 
own cultural identity began slipping away from them.  

In this context Isaiah speaks calling on them to live again their 
unique calling as God’s People in this foreign land. “Be who you 
know you are” is Isaiah’s call. “This is what makes you who you 
distinctively are in the world.” 

Isaiah wants his people to remember the covenant God had 
set in place with them, to live in generosity and freedom. But 
in Babylon, this is not what happens. Here you have to work, 
consume, work, consume. You are just part of a system and it is 
not satisfying. “But God has plans to return you to Jerusalem,” 
says Isaiah, “and to that distinctive way of living under a 
covenant where it isn’t work-consume-work-consume but is 
shaped by love, freedom and generosity towards each other.” 

It is as if Isaiah is saying: “You thought this was it, that you had 
to simply ground yourself in Babylonian culture, of becoming 
slaves to their system, anxious about the future, worried 
about where the next meal comes from, dissatisfied with what 
is happening, but God’s ways are not your ways, God’s ways 
are quite different from this kind of way of doing society and 
community.” Return to the faith and you will see the radical 
difference between living in a Babylonian society and a 
covenantal society.  

There is something very contemporary here especially as the 
world moves ever more towards a politics of fear and anxiety. 
It is a mark of most political campaigns today that a party will 
offer fear as the alternative to their own manifesto. It reduces 
people down to consumers who are simply led by unease and 
worry.  

A covenantal community rises above that. God’s community 
offers love of neighbour that is unconditional, with welcome 
and justice for all people. It is a choice to make and this Advent 
we are offered that choice again to live towards the covenantal 
community which Isaiah so readily longs for this own people 
to remember and return to. The alternative is to continue to 
become consumers in the Babylonian Empire as if it is the only 
way. “It isn’t the only way!” says Isaiah. 

The Babylonians offer a form of governance which is fairly close 
to the way empire is still built in our own age: of superpowers 
playing chess with folk for what seems at times like solely 
the gain of the powerful, with ethics becoming very grey and 
confused.  

In stark contrast stands God’s covenantal community and Isaiah 
is our lead person in proclaiming a return to it. Its purpose is 
more than just about ourselves. This covenantal way is not the 
way of empire, which is about building something for ourselves 
off the backs of others, but instead living towards those others: 
neighbours, foreigners, the poor, in fact all the characters the 
nativity story represents. There is Isaiah’s call in story form: the 
covenant of love made real in the world. 

Then and now, we are being called back. Advent is God’s 
invitation to live the alternative to the empire building way of 
shaping our world. 

#wordofwelcome
advent 3 
sunday 17 december 2017

Isaiah 55:1-12
(John 4:13-14)

#wordofwelcome
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Supermarket Sweep
Leader:  On your marks, get set, GO!  

Our contestants are off and running, and the desert 
nomads are heading for the water, filling up the 
trolleys with as many six packs as possible! 

Sarah: Hey Moshe, get some of those fresh vegetables and 
as much fruit as you can. 

Moshe: Okay, Sarah, you get the bottles of wine and none of 
the cheap stuff, it’s all free today! 

Leader:  The Contestants don’t understand that there is no 
time limit on this game. They can come back and 
forward to fill their trolleys as often as they like. God 
is more generous than people realise. 

Sarah: Hey Moshe, there are things here I have never seen 
before. Salmon from Scotland, and haggis and black 
pudding. 

Moshe: Yeah, Sarah, there is food from all over the 
world, Mexican chillies, Spanish tapas, Italian 
pastas, American burgers, Indian curries, Chinese 
specialities, kangaroo meat from Australia, wild boar 
from South Africa. Do you want to try any of this 
stuff? 

Sarah: Yeah, put it in the basket, it’s all free God said. You 
gotta give it a try if it is free! 

Leader:  Folks if you eat all that stuff in one go you could have 
a heart attack or chronic indigestion. Heaven’s larder 
is always open, take your time, appreciate what you 
have. God made a promise to care for you and that is 
what he will do. 

Moshe: Hey Sarah, did you find out what the rules are in this 
game. All I remember hearing is ‘help yourself’. 

Sarah: Rules… well I never really took any notice of the 
rules. The guy just gave us a trolley and told us to 
help ourselves as often as we like. 

Moshe: But Sarah, there has to be a catch somewhere, there 
is always a catch in these things.

Leader:  Can I interrupt you good folks and tell you that this is 
God’s larder you are in. It may be useful to find him 
and get to know him better while you are here. He 
will explain the rules to you. 

Sarah: Hey Moshe, can you see God? Hey God, where are 
you? God, help us please? 

Moshe: Come out from wherever you are God, let us see what 
you are like. God! 

God:  I am who I am. I am all around you, and near you.  
Seek and you shall find, knock and the door will be 
opened to you. 

Sarah: C’mon God, none of this smart stuff, we are simple 
living folk. Just tell us the rules of the game and let 
us get on with living. 

God:  The rules are simple, love God and love your 
neighbour. 

Moshe: Is that it? What about all the laws that you gave to 
Moses, and had written down in Leviticus, surely 
there must be something more. 

God:  Not really. Love God and love your neighbour. That 
sums it all up. You only really want rules to hide 
behind and pretend that you are doing something.  
Just love God and love your neighbour. Share some of 
my bounty with your neighbour, that’s what this is all 
about. 

Sarah: See, I knew there would be a catch. 

God:  The best catch is grasping the truth, and putting 
into practice! The love you have in your heart for me 
and them that live next door! That’s covenant, that’s 
commitment, that’s faith in it’s entirety! 

Moshe: Yet, it’s all free God. Is that what you call grace? 

God:  Now you are getting it. It’s all free which means it is 
all grace. 

the story
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Through the Season
Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can be 
used to help create a linking theme through the season. Display 
letters saying “#WORDOFWISDOM” at the front of the worship 
space and display a jug of water, a bowl of fruit or basket of 
bread. 

Gathering Activity
Giving a sheet of paper to each person. Ask them to reflect on 
what word they would like to give the world at this time. Write 
it on the sheet and in each person’s own time, invite them to 
come to a table in the centre of the worship space and place 
the word on the table creating a word cloud of hopes. 

worship ideas
Call to Worship
There are many words used in the world: 
headlines, 
tweets, 
propaganda, 
inspiration. 

Few of them hold an invitation  
offering a way into the future 
that is hopeful, generous and just. 

But they are there 
in the quiet echoes of the world: 
words that have been sung since the beginning: 
‘For you shall go out in joy, 
and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
shall burst into song.’

Let us gather around the dream, 
the invitation, 
that lets the light in. 

   

Retelling For Young People
Harry And Lucy
Harry:  Hey Lucy, do you remember the game Sergeant 

O’Grady said do this?

Lucy: No Harry, explain it to me!

Harry: Well, I say ‘Sergeant O’Grady said do this...’ and I 
stick my hands up in the air, and you have to copy 
me, and you keep doing that for as long as I say 
Sergeant O’Grady says do this. But if I say, ‘Sergeant 
O’Grady said do that..., and you copy me, then I get 
a point for catching you out. 

Lucy: Sounds like fun, let’s play. 

Harry: Sergeant O’Grady said do this (touch your nose) 
 Sergeant O’Grady said do this ((touch your two ears) 
 Sergeant O’Grady said do this (Touch your knees) 
 Sergeant O’Grady said do this (Touch your toes) 
 Sergeant O’Grady said do this (Do a star jump) 
 Sergeant O’Grady said do this (Cover your eyes) 
 Sergeant O’Grady said do this (Turn around) 
 Sergeant O’Grady said do That (Arms up in the air) 

 Hey caught you out there, that is a point to me. 

You could play another couple of games with the children, and 
one of them could call out and demonstrate the actions.

Harry: O Lucy, that was a great game. 

Lucy: Yes, Harry it was, it reminds me of our Bible reading 
today when it says God told people to do some 
things. 

Harry: Like in the game. 

Lucy: Yes, he said to his people to do lots of different 
things. 

Harry: Like what? 

Lucy: To love him as much as we could, 
 to care for other people, 
 to help other people, 
 to be nice to other people, 
 to be honest with other people, 
 to say sorry if we hurt people. 

Harry: Yeah, Lucy, God asked us to do lots of things, but he 
also promised to look after us. He promised to feed 
us, and to provide us with living water, and to live 
safely in our homes. It’s what Isaiah meant when 
he talked about a covenant between God and his 
people. 

Lucy: So, Harry, does that mean that we must work 
together with God and do what he asks and he 
helps to keep us safe? 

Harry: Exactly, he is a God who speaks his Word of truth 
and keeps his promises. 

Lucy:  What an awesome God to have Harry!   
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All-Age Prayer
Generous God, 
your word has given us so many wonderful foods to enjoy. 
At this time of Advent,  
as we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth, 
we look forward to the special foods of this season: 
turkey, ham and beef, 
roast potatoes, brussel sprouts, 
stuffing and cranberry sauce; 
mince pies, fruit cake, 
trifle and meringues.  

Generous God, 
so many flavours and textures to savour and enjoy, 
thank you for that generosity. 
May we not forget the reason for all these special foods: 
the birth of Jesus, the word become flesh. 
The word, that reveals your love for us, 
and invites us to respond to that love 
by living our lives as Jesus did  
by serving others. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication
Lord, your word is freely given to us 
and gives us life. 

Receive now our offerings of money. 
We offer them freely and pray that 
they may be used to make your kingdom come, 
both here at home and around the world. 

Lord, your word feeds us and enables us 
to continue the work that Jesus began, 
help us to freely offer all our gifts to your use.
Amen.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
Welcoming God, 
we gather here today,  
on this third Sunday of Advent, 
to lift our hearts and minds 
in song, word and silence, 
offering you our worship 
and our love. 

We come to seek  
the water of life and  
the food that satisfies. 

As we who are rich  
prepare lavish feasts 
and menus for this season 
remind us to be sensible, 
to be wise and  
not to be wasteful.  

Merciful God, 
we are sorry for the times 
when we have overspent 
our budgets and wasted 
time and money 
for things that only  
satisfy for a moment. 

We are sorry for the times 

worship ideas
when we have refused to hear 
your word of welcome 
and chose instead to go our own way. 

Forgive us, Lord, 
and help us return to you, 
for you are always waiting 
to welcome us home 
with loving arms, 
full of mercy and joy. 

Help us Lord,  
to heed your word, 
to listen to your voice, 
and to serve you 
to the best of our ability. 
Now and always.  
Amen.  

Reflection
A retelling of the Isaiah passage. 

‘Water for the thirsty ones’, 
‘Food for the hungry’, 
‘Abundance for all’, 
and all without cost. 

Too good to be true?  
How quickly you have slipped into Babylonian skin 
and forgotten the covenant promise of long ago! 

You buy bread 
which is consumed 
and does not last. 

Remember days gone by 
when bread was living, 
and the promise alive in you? 

Too easily you have lost the future 
and now live only for this day’s needs. 
Such is the result of exile. 
But you can choose to live differently in this foreign land. 
When the landscape is no longer familiar 
live towards the covenant, the promise of future: 

Seek the Lord 
for God can be found again 
in the generosity of living 
towards others. 

Leave your tables of consumption 
and break bread with another, 
and in the crumbs 
set the covenant free once more. 

Too good to be true?  
Remember: 
‘My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
Your ways are not my ways,’ says the Lord. 

Live under covenant 
rather than empire. 

Life shared with others, 
rather than consumed off the back of another, 
is a higher way, 
the loving way, 
the way that reveals 
incarnation.

sunday 17 december 2017



  advent, christmas, epiphany 2017-2018 29

#wordofwelcome

Prayers for Others and Ourselves
O God, we thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus, 
freely given to us because you love us. 

In this season of Advent 
as we prepare to celebrate his birth, 
our thoughts turn to food and drink, 
to presents and decorations, 
to all the different expenses that this season brings. 

Thank you, Lord, 
for all the food we will share together over the coming weeks. 
Remind us that not everyone is so lucky;  
there will be many who will have little or nothing to share. 

Lord, we pray that one day everyone would enjoy a meal 
and never have to worry if they will eat or drink tomorrow. 

Thank you, Lord, for our friends and families, 
for get-togethers and parties, 
for fun and laughter. 

Remind us that not everyone enjoys this time of year; 
there will be many who have no one to visit 
or who find this time of year difficult, sad and isolating. 

Lord, we pray that one day we will learn to be sensitive  
to others who feel differently from us 
and be open to listening to them 
and making time for them.  

Thank you, Lord, 
for words,  
for giving us a way  
to express ourselves. 
Remind us that not everyone has the freedom 
to use words the way we do. 

Lord, we pray that one day everyone will be free 
to use words without fear of the consequences  
they might bring.  

Thank you, Lord, 
for simple pleasures, 
for cold dark mornings 
and warm snuggly blankets. 
Remind us that not everyone 
likes the darkness or has a place 
to keep warm and dry. 

Lord, we pray that one day 
everyone will find light,  
even in the darkness 
and that they will have a place 
to be warm and safe.  

Lord, in your mercy,  
hear all our prayers. 
Amen. 

Take Home Ideas
See the notes on page 14.   

Sending
God of the Waiting: 
fill us to overflowing 
to walk bravely 
and speak boldly 
wherever we are this week. 

In the name of God: 
Creator, 
Immanuel, 
Breath.

Praise/Hymns
Amazing grace CH4 555 / MP 31 

As the deer pants for the water  CH4 550 / MP 37 

As we are gathered Jesus is here  CH4 197 / MP 38 

E-N-J-O-Y  Bring It All To Me, Fischy Music 

God, you call us to the waters  online at
 http://www.carolynshymns.com/god_you_call_us_to_the_waters.html

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah  CH4 167 / MP 201 

I feel good  These Are Our Emotions, Fischy Music 

I heard the voice of Jesus say  CH4 540 / MP 275 

Isaiah the prophet has written of old  CH4 241 

Lord God Almighty, Saviour, Redeemer  CH4 499 

Nobody is a no-one  These Are Our Emotions, Fischy Music 

Now thank we all our God  CH4 182 / MP 486 

Seek ye the Lord, all ye people MP 591

Singing, we gladly worship the Lord together  CH4 257 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy  CH4 187 

Welcome everybody   I Wonder… Why?, Fischy Music 

We plough the fields and scatter  CH4 229 / MP 732 

You shall go out with joy  CH4 804 / MP 796

http://www.carolynshymns.com/god_you_call_us_to_the_waters.html
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age group ideas
gathering 
Shopping  all age

You will need: a variety of different items set up as a shop.

Set up a little shop with things the children might pretend to 
buy. Have a shopkeeper but no till or money so that when they 
come to pay for their goods they can’t because they are all free 
and freely given. 

Use this as a way into the story. 

games
Water, Wine, Milk & Bread     age 6-12
This game is a variation of the game ‘SOUP’. Identify the four 
corners in your room as any of the subjects in the story of 
today: ‘water’, ‘wine’, ‘milk’ and ‘bread’ with the centre person’s 
phrase being ‘thirsty for God’s word.’ 

Trees Shall Clap Their Hands    all age
The trees of the fields shall clap their hands! This is a simple 
game of ‘Follow the Leader’ as they clap their hands. This could  
involve many different tasks from clapping slowly, quickly, in 
rhythm, clapping as you walk, on the spot, moving your arms as 
you clap, sitting, loudly and quietly and so on. You could clap 
the rhythm of a tune you know and ask the children to identify 
it. Challenge the children to identify what mood your clapping 
is conveying (maybe use facial expressions as well to help): sad, 
angry, happy, and so on. 

Target Games    all age
You will need: a range of props or images to act as targets 
(images from the bible passage or images relating to the point 
you want to bring out), bible, small bean bags. 

Place the objects or images at varying distances from a marked 
throwing point. If a child hits the closest image they get 5 
points, then 10 points for the next furthest, and so on. Place the 
bible as the furthest point with the highest score.

How high are they aiming? Are they aiming for the bible every 
time because it has the most points or are they taking the easy 
way? Do we take the easy way or challenge ourselves with the 
hard way?

activities
Bread Challenge  age 6-12

You will need: a normal sized slice of bread for each child, 
rubbish bin, cups and water.

It is nearly impossible for anyone to eat a slice of bread with 
nothing on it in under 60 seconds. Ask each child to try this 
out! Make sure you have a bin handy for the children to spit 
out what they cannot swallow and a glass of water so they 
can drink afterwards. This activity will make them very thirsty. 
After this challenge talk about the feeling of thirst and what 
other activities make us feel thirsty; eating a lot of salt in 
our diet, blood levels out of sync and exercising a lot. Move 
the topic onto what it means to be spiritually thirsty, about 
not having God in our lives or being a part of a community of 
faithful people who are fellow believers. When God and other 
faith people are missing in our lives that makes us very thirsty 
indeed.

Stairway To Heaven  age 6-12
This activity links to the activity below and can be also be used 
separately.  In our culture we waste so much food while many, 
many people go hungry. 

• Does your church supply food to the local foodbanks?  
• Does your church help people out with lunch clubs? 

These are ways of showing that we as a church and as people of 
faith care for others. 

Discuss with the children why foodbanks are needed. Discuss 
the fellowship that is given when people come to church 
for lunch clubs. Discuss the points of being inclusive and 
welcoming to all people. You could ask the children to bring 
in some food for this week for the local foodbank. You could 
inform the children that the selection boxes from the Food 
Selection activity would be better given to those either in need 
at the foodbank or to members of the church as a wee gift! Or 
why not host the tea/coffee area after morning worship and 
invite the members of the congregation to your Sunday Club 
morning. 

Food Selection   all age 
You will need: a selection of foods the children would like to eat, 
selection of Christmas .

There is a lot going on in this passage about food and 
drink. Display the different foods and just beside it some 
Christmas selection boxes, Christmas stockings and sweets. If 
you have the resources, you could buy a small selection box 
for each child and inform them there is a selection box for 
each of them. Discuss with the children what their favourite 
foods are at home and when they are out for a meal (fast food, 
a restaurant). For the older children you may want to bring in 
nutrition value, the presentation of food, ask the children if 
they leave food on their plate and then go on to inform children 
that in the olden days you had to eat everything and sometimes 
what you did not eat was put back down to you at the next 
meal. Food and drink is also a way of welcoming people.
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crafts
Overflowing Abundance  age 3-5

You will need: disposable see-through plastic cups, tissue paper 
in a variety of colours, PVA glue, glue spreaders, scissors, heart 
shaped sweets or chocolates.

Give each child a cup and ask them to decorate it by either 
cutting thin strips of tissue paper or tearing strips of tissue 
paper and then gluing them to the cup overlapping the strips 
as they do so. Now give each child a square of tissue paper 
and ask them to place it decoratively inside the cup. Giving the 
children some of the heart-shaped sweets ask them to fill their 
cup so the sweets appear to be overflowing from the top of the 
cup or give them lots of sweets so their cup is very full! 

Talk with the children about the story and God’s amazing 
love for us which he gives freely and abundantly. Talk about 
the people they love and how they show their love freely and 
abundantly to those people. Discuss how the cup they have 
made is full to overflowing with love represented by the heart-
shaped sweets and ask them to think about someone they love 
so much that they would like to give them this gift of love and 
encourage them to do so. 

Gifts Of Love  age 6-8
You will need: coloured card cut into voucher shapes 15 cm by 
10 cm, coloured pencils, felt tip pens, pencils, erasers, rulers 
(optionally self-stick stars, shapes or jewels).

Talk with the children about the story and God providing for us 
because he loves us and wants us to be happy and safe. Discuss 
how it feels to be happy and safe. Ask the children to think 
about the people in their lives who love them so much that 
they want to keep them safe and happy. Discuss how we could 
show those people how thankful we are to be loved and cared 
for so much by them.  

Give each child a few of the card shapes and ask them to 
decorate around the edge of each card to create a border 
leaving a blank shape in the middle large enough to write 
in. Ask them to turn their card over and write ‘THANK YOU’ in 
colourful letters, perhaps like bunting across their card. Now 
ask them to think of someone they love and also how they 
could show their love for that person (for example, their mum 
by tidying up their bedroom; their brother/sister by being kind 
to them for a whole day and so on). 

Ask them to now make a voucher for that person by writing in 
the blank space whatever they have decided to do which would 
show their love for that person such as ‘Keep my bedroom tidy 
for a whole week’ or ‘Give you a hug every day’ or ‘Always do as 
I am asked for a whole week’. Encourage the children to give 
these vouchers to the person to show their overflowing love for 
them. 

Bouquet Of Flowers  age 9-12
You will need: large flower shapes made out of card with enough 
individual petals to allow at least two per child, coloured pencils 
or felt-tip pens, a ribbon bow.

Display the stem and the leaves of the flowers on a wall 
arranged like a bouquet of flowers ready to receive the petals 
later (or glue to a piece of frieze paper). Now give each child a 
petal or two and ask them to write one thing on each petal for 
which they are thankful in their lives.  

Talk about the story and God’s overflowing love for us. Ask them 
to think about how it feels to be so full of love and how it feels 
when we show others that love. Discuss the ways they think God 
shows his love for us. Talk about remembering to say ‘Thank 
you’ for all the love we are given and for all the good things we 
receive not just from God but from all those who love us. Take 
time to discuss some of the things they have written on their 
petals.   

Now let the children add the petals to the stems and leaves 
to create a bouquet of flowers which is something often given 
to show love to others. The ribbon bow can then be added to 
make the bouquet complete. 

Overflowing Love Bunting  all age
You will need: a strip of ribbon or a length of twine, fifteen 
bunting shaped triangles, coloured pencils, felt-tip pens, self-
stick heart shapes, stapler.

Give each child a triangle and ask them to write one of the 
letters of ‘O-V-E-R-F-L-O-W-I-N-G  L-O-V-E’ in block capitals in 
red in the centre of it. Now let the children decorate around the 
letter on their triangle by either writing or drawing things for 
which they want to thank God. When complete turn over the top 
of each triangle and staple to the ribbon or twine and hang for 
all to see.  

Talk about the story and God giving us so much freely because 
of his overflowing love for us. Discuss the things the children 
have written or drawn on their triangles for which they are 
thankful. Now encourage them to think of how they could show 
overflowing love freely to others so that they too might be 
thankful.  
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Preparation
You will need a copy of the bible passage for each young 
person. 

In Living It Out there is space to give a sign of your welcome, 
valuing and care for the young people. Some churches may 
choose to give out Christmas presents this week, or you may 
want to have something as simple as some fizzy juice and 
chocolate bars for the young people to enjoy. 

Opening Activity
Name That Rhythm
Play a game of trying to work out a tune or song just by 
clapping the rhythm of that tune. Let everyone have a turn. It 
may help to have some slips of paper with tune suggestions. 
Ideally they need an easily identifiable rhythm. For example, 
Three Blind Mice, Away In A Manger, Incy Wincy Spider. 

The Word
Read together Isaiah 55:1-12.

Activity/Discussion
It is hard to understand what was going on in the reading.  

• Which bits made sense to you? 

• Which bits seemed hard to understand? 

The prophet Isaiah was speaking to Israel at a time when they 
were in exile. They had been taken captive by the Babylonians, 
and forced to relocate to Babylon. This was not fun. And the 
people faced a choice, buy into the culture in Babylon, the way 
they lived life or try and still live life the way they did in Israel.  

Re-read the passage. 

• Do any bits seem to make more sense to you now? 

• Do any bits seem hard to understand? 

Real life helps us think more about this. In Europe we have 
Brexit, in the US we have President Trump who used the 
divisive rhetoric of building a border wall, in Australia there 
are thousands of people trying to sail to its shores. Each of 
these situations demands that we ask what it means to be from 
a place. And how that changes when people from a different 
place come to where we live and join our communities. In the 
story we have people forced to live in a different place, not by 
choice. They are trying to work out how much they should be 
different and how much they should change to fit in. 

• How much should a person change in order to fit into a new 
community? 

• How much should a community change in order to allow 
new people to fit in?   

Living It Out
God welcomes us into the space where we are welcome, valued, 
cared for and expects us to do the same to others: to welcome, 
to value, to care for someone else.  

• What does this mean for you?  

• Who are the people that need welcomed at school? 

• Who are the people that need valued in your street? 

• Who are the people that need cared for in your family? 

As you think about these questions we offer you some 
hospitality a sign that you are welcome, valued and cared for 
here by us, your church.  

Close with the sending prayer above on page 25.  

discussion starters for teens
living in community
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bible notes
An Experience Of Incarnation

Just read it. 
Why imagine there can be, or needs to be, any more said.  
Then hold silence.  

There have been many millions of words written about The 
Word and being human we like having a handle on things 
with explanation, theory or hypothesis. But there is a form 
of language that may be less limiting or controlling found in 
poetry. Indeed this is how John begins in order to not tie down 
but rather set free the soul to explore nuances and meaning 
and emotion and feeling of such a truth. 

Clearly John is saying (though how can we ever use the word 
‘clearly’: it’s an oxymoron to The Word) is that all that follows in 
this Gospel, and for us tonight and tomorrow, is not a biography 
of ‘what I did with Jesus today’ but a search for and living with 
wonder. 

The whole thing, and that is the whole life of Jesus, is one 
great poem where the gospel does not offer events as proofs 
but rather as signs, symbols and images that open up an 
experience of Jesus.  

It is one of the things we forget too often about the gospels, 
and particularly the nativity story and all that is said about 
Jesus. What is offered is not a book of factual and interesting 
things Jesus did, but rather a whole series of stories and signs 
whose only purpose is to offer an experience of Jesus.  

You cannot describe that which can never be described. You 
cannot describe God’s birth or death or resurrection with 
words we use as everyday parlance. All you can do is say: this 
story is trying to offer an experience of these things. John’s 
gospel begins by saying, “I can’t tell you what it was like, I can 
only give you something that helps you experience how I have 
experienced it.”  

From nativity to resurrection it is the same. John offers poetry 
and signs that point us towards the wonder and does not allow 
us to use his words as ‘proof texts’. All we have are signs where 
John does not even mention any nativity, stable, or collection 
of all-sorts to gather round. He offers even less, just a tangle 
of ideas he has difficulty in grounding, that let us experience 

belief in Jesus Christ. 

But then he does suddenly ground his words. He fits the signs 
and wonders into history, brings to the fore some others whom 
he believes were pointers to the signs that the rest of his 
gospel is going to be about. 

So on this morning of all mornings, when we live on the cusp of 
incarnation may we not approach this day and this retelling of 
the nativity as some form of conservative evangelical proof text 
about Jesus but an invitation for people to experience what this 
season is about and what shapes the faith of our community. 

This then sets us a task on how we speak today, what language 
we use and what we allow others to hear and experience. We 
can limit the whole thing by saying, “this is what it is about”, or 
“this is what it means” or we can shape the worship experience 
with story and signs explaining, “We really don’t know what 
happened. All we can do if offer you how we experience it, and 
how we do that is offer you these words, this story and this 
sign…” then go on and read John.  

Perhaps play music, perhaps project images of stars and 
stables, perhaps light a candle but let the sign, the wonder, the 
poetry speak for itself. 

#wordofflesh
advent 4 
sunday 24 december 2017

John 1:1-18
(Psalm 130:5-8)

#wordofflesh
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Nae Christmassy Enough?
Andy:  Hey, Ada, it is December the 24th and there is nae 

sign of Jesus! 

Ada: What do you mean Andy? 

Andy: Well, the gospel reading this morning from 
John. There’s nae mention of angels visiting Mary, 
nae stars in the sky for the wise men to follow, nae 
glorious angelic hosts singing to the shepherds, and 
there is nae donkey or innkeeper or stable in sight.  
It’s just no very Christmassy, Ada! 

Ada: Oh now I get you Andy! You like the wee Christmas 
story that we draw together from Luke and Matthew, 
and try to pretend is just one story? 

Andy: Er…, well I think so. It’s tradition, is it not? 

Ada: Ah, Andy, be careful with that word ‘tradition’, 
because it may not be the truth you are seeking 
about Jesus, but maybe just the fairy tale! 

Andy:  Now listen, Ada, hen, I hope you are no trying to tell 
me that the bible is a book of fairy tales. It’s the 
Word of God, the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth! 

Ada: Andy, the bible deals with truth. But some of the 
concepts of God coming to earth, the thing we 
call the Incarnation, the very thing we celebrate 
at Christmas, is not an easy concept for people to 
understand. The Gospel writers try to give us some 
pictures and some words to try and explain it all. 

Andy:  Oh I see… 

Ada:  Yes, Luke makes his story special by introducing 
angels and the virgin birth. Matthew speaks about 
the wise men and the star. Mark does not even 
mention it at all. While John creates a poem about 
how God came into the world, and how God was 
always in the world from the very beginning of time. 

Andy:  So is John kinda giving us a wee history lesson in his 
poem? 

Ada: Well, maybe Andy. He speaks about God being there 
at the very beginning of creation. 

Andy:  So God was there creating all the animals and Adam 
and Eve? 

Ada:  That’s right. 

Andy:  And that God was the light shining in the darkness of 
all eternity? 

Ada:  That’s right. 

Andy:  And John the Baptist came along and he told people 
about the one to come who was the light? 

Ada: That’s right! 

Andy: Yet despite all these great things, people did not get 
to know God well? 

Ada:  That’s right! 

Andy:  In fact some of them rejected the very notion of God? 

Ada:  They did indeed, Andy! 

Andy:  But there were others who believed in God and got it 
and lived a God like way of life? 

Ada:  Yes, they did Andy! 

Andy:  And then God came up with this idea to come and 
live right in the midst of us, flesh of our flesh and 
bone of our bone? 

Ada:  That’s right, he comes in the form of a human being 
in Jesus Christ. 

Andy:  And this Jesus comes to live in our street? 

Ada:  That he does? 

Andy:  And we see and hear about all the amazing things 
Jesus did? 

Ada:  We do, Andy, indeed we do! 

Andy:  And we get to know God through him and the Holy 
Spirit? 

Ada:  Amen to that, Andy. 

Andy:  Wow, now I understand what Christmas is all about! 

Ada:  God comes down to live amongst us full of grace 
and truth, and in this baby born as Jesus we become 
witnesses to the God of heaven and of earth. 

Andy: Love came down at Christmas 

Ada:  Yes, it did, in whatever form of story we read: God is 
made known. 

Andy: Amen to that sister! 

Ada: Amen to that brother!    

the story
sunday 24 december 2017
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Retelling For Young People
A Scots Nativity
Does anyone know what the word Weegie is? It is a Scots word 
for someone from Glasgow. 

Here are some other Scots words to see if you can tell me 
what they mean: 

Bairn  pronounced bearn, definition child 
Bonnie  pr. bon-nee, def. nice, pretty 
Crabbit  pr. krab-it, def. grumpy 
Haver  pr. hay-ver, def. talk too much 
Hoachin  pr. hoe-chin, def. really busy crowd 
Manky  pr. man-kee, def. filthy 
Scran  pr. sc-ran, def. food 
Shoogle  pr. shoe-gull, def. wobbly 
Shuftey  pr. shuff-tee, def. to have a wee peek 
Sleekit  pr. slee-kit, def. cunning/Sly 
Wheesht  pr. whee-sht, def. be quiet 

Words are powerful, for they help us to tell stories, even 
stories about God.  

Let’s see if we can make a story out of the Scots words we 
have just discovered. 

Once upon a time, an angel of the Lord, came to a young girl 
called Mary, and told her that she was going to have a bairn 
and she was to call him Jesus. Mary was a bonnie lass and she 
was engaged to be married to a man called Joseph, who didn’t 
believe what Mary told him about having a baby, and he told 
her that she just haver’d too much, and that such a thing was 
impossible. Joseph was crabbit for days, until an angel visited 
him and told him to trust Mary. 

Now a man called Quirinius ordered a Census throughout all 
the land, and instructed everyone to return to their own place 
of birth. Joseph was from Bethlehem, which meant a very long 
journey, which was not easy when Mary was heavily pregnant.  
When they arrived in Bethlehem it was hoachin with people, 
and there was no place for Mary and Joseph to stay. All they 
were offered was a manky stable by a kind innkeeper. 

Out on the hillside that night were some shepherds, sitting 
eating their scran and watching their sheep, when the skies 
were lit up with a heavenly choir singing to them that a bairn 
had been born in Bethlehem who was Christ the Lord. 

They made their way into Bethlehem to visit the bairn, and 
when they got to the stable they say Jesus lying in a manger 
and they got to shoogle him off to sleep. 

They were not the only ones interested in this bairn called 
Jesus. There were wise men from the east who had followed a 
star all the way to Bethlehem, and they popped in and asked 
King Herod, who was a sleekit man, and told the wise men 
that if they find this bairn they should report his whereabouts 
back to him. The wise men did not trust Herod, and when they 
found the bairn in the stable, they had a wee shuftey at him, 
and left him some presents of gold, frankincense and myrrh 
and left Bethlehem by another route. 

Wheesht now everyone. It is time we left Mary, Joseph and the 
wee bairn Jesus to get some rest! 
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Through the Season
Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can 
be used to help create a linking theme through the season. 
Display letters saying “#WORDOFFLESH” at the front of the 
worship space and print words from the reading on large sheets 
of paper and stick them onto a large body template to give a 
visual representation of the Word made flesh (you could also 
cover a skeleton if you already used on two weeks ago).

Gathering Activity
Invite people to talk to each other about the things they still 
have to do today. 

What is their list like? Do they feel under pressure? Then invite 
everyone to reflect on why they are here this morning when 
there are still things to be done? Why is this so important?  

Call to Worship
All-Age Friendly
Only one sleep to go, 
Santa is wrapping 
(presents rather than hip hop), 
trees are being decorated, 
Advent calendars are emptying, 
menus are being written, 
Brussel sprouts are boiling. 

But beyond all that, 
angels are gathering, 
stars are being polished, 
Magi are following, 
shepherds are arriving, 
a baby is kicking 
and the stable is waiting. 

We are on the cusp of incarnation, 
the ending of Advent 
and the beginning of Christmas. 
Welcome to Bethlehem. 

More Serious Version 
In the beginning, the very beginning, 
before anything had been imagined or thought of 
there was just one thought 
and the thought was a word, 
The Word. 

It existed before it was spoken, 
before it was written, before it was printed, 
it just was. Word. 
The Word. 

But words need a sound and its sound 
was the sound of being, of becoming. 

The ancient prophets  
spoke about this first word. 

The very first sound 
ever made. 

The sound  
of love.

worship ideas
Prayer of Adoration and Confession
Holy One, 
on this fourth Sunday of Advent 
we remember the Word made flesh, 
the incarnation, 
God and humanity joined as one. 

We do not claim to understand this mystery, 
but we do accept it, 
we believe that Jesus 
was not just made in your image, 
but that he revealed you to us 
more than any other human being 
before or since. 

Lord, we are your humble creations, 
sons and daughters gathered in this place 
to offer you our worship and praise, 
but more than that we come to offer our very selves, 
all that we are, 
all that you have made us to be. 
Like Jesus we are fully human 
and we seek to be more like him, 
to be more open to you and  
to be filled with your Holy Spirit, 
that we might follow in your way. 

Lord, we are sorry 
that we have not always acted 
like your sons and daughters, 
we have been selfish 
and strayed from the path, 
forgive us. 

Lord, we are sorry 
that we have not always  
been beacons of light 
in a world of darkness, 
forgive us. 

Lord, restore us into  
full relationship 
as your sons and daughters, 
may we know and accept your forgiveness, 
that is so freely offered  
and help us to be all that we can be, 
all that we were created to be. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.

sunday 24 december 2017
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#wordofflesh

Reflections
We Believe In A Word
All: We believe in a word 
 that forms on the lips of the creator 
 and echoes in our souls: 
 a word that is LOVE. 

Men:  We believe in a word 
 that breaks the silence of evil 
 and disturbs the noise of ignorance: 
 a word that is LOVE. 

Women:  We believe in a word 
 that brings life out of death 
 and laughter with the morning: 
 a word that is LOVE. 

Men: We believe in a word 
 that tears up the darkness 
 flooding it with light: 
 a word that is LOVE. 

Women: We believe in a word 
 that speaks to all loneliness 
 with self-giving compassion and care: 
 a word that is LOVE. 

All: We believe in a word 
 that speaks to our futures 
 calling us by name,  
 to trust anew, 
 and believe once more 
 in a word  
 called LOVE.  

You Breathed The Word
God, 
you breathed the word 
and the word became… a shape. 

You breathed the word 
and the word became… a sound. 

You breathed the word 
and the word became… a texture. 

You breathed the word 
and the word became… a wonder. 

You breathed the word 
and the word became… a promise. 

You breathed the word 
and the word became… bread and wine. 

You breathed the word 
and the word became… human 
and moved into our neighbourhood. 

You Breathed The Word
When skin is not enough to contain you 
and words cannot hold you 
and religion is too shallow to know you 
and theology too vague to meet you 
be born, O Jesus, 
be born as love among us 
for there we meet Emmanuel. 

When the stable is not big enough 
and the story too familiar 
and the season too busy 
and the time not yet right 
be born, O Jesus, 
be born as justice among us 
for there we meet Emmanuel. 

When the longing is too great 
and the waiting too long  
and the promise too disturbing 
for our way of living 
be born, O Jesus, 
be born living among us 
for there we can meet Emmanuel.  

All-Age Prayer
God,  
Parent, Brother, Guide 
we do not understand the great mystery  
of who you are but we are glad 
to have some help 
through knowing your son, Jesus. 

These four weeks of Advent 
help us to get ready 
to know you better, 
to see you revealed 
in a tiny human being, 
to know that you love us 
and want us to love you back. 

The waiting is almost over, 
the light of the world 
is about to appear 
and be celebrated once more. 

The Word made flesh, 
the Word who was and is  
and is to come 
is about to appear. 

Holy One, 
thank you for Jesus, 
for this time of wonder 
and mystery. 

Thank you for loving us 
and always being with us. 

May we always 
be aware of you 
and choose to love you back. 
Amen. 
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Prayers for Others and Ourselves
Lord, on this fourth Sunday of Advent 
we wait with little patience the coming  
of the word made flesh, 
the light of the world. 

In these dark winter days 
it is hard to imagine 
the warmth of the light 
and to remember 
that it will return. 

Lord, your light is needed  
as much as ever today in the world. 

The darkness of injustice,  
of greed, of power grabbing, 
of abuse and of violence 
continue to stifle to the light 
and to try to extinguish it. 

But you, O Lord, have promised 
that darkness will not win, 
light is here and will always 
overcome darkness. 

Lord, your word is needed 
as much as ever today in the world. 

The words of the rich and powerful 
try to silence to words  
of the poor and powerless. 

But you O Lord have promised 
that the word of humankind 
will not silence the word of God. 

We pray for all people who need  
to hear your word, 
to feel your light upon them, 
who fear for their lives 
and the lives of the loved ones. 

Lord, you call us  
to take the light and the word 
out into the world, 
to release the captives, 
to bring peace 
and justice for all. 

Lord, help us to be  
light bearers, 
word bringers, 
today and always. 
Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
The word became flesh 
and freely offered himself for us. 
O God, receive our offerings  
given freely by us 
take them and use them 
for the worldwide body of Christ.  
May they be a symbol  
of all that we offer this day 
and always.  
Amen.

Take Home Ideas
See the notes on page 14.    

Sending
God of the Waiting: 
come live with us, show us how, 
to walk bravely 
and speak boldly 
wherever we are this week. 

In the name of God: 
Creator, 
Immanuel, 
Breath.  

Praise/Hymns
Before the world began  CH4 317 

Busy Christmas  Down To Earth, Fischy Music 

Child in a manger  CH4 314 / MP 71 

Hark! the herald angels sing  CH4 301 / MP 211 

Jesus is born  CH4 311 

Joy to the World  CH4 320 / MP 393 

Love came down at Christmas  CH4 316 / MP 451 

Of the Father’s love begotten  CH4 319 

O little Love, who comes again  CH4 329 

O little town of Bethlehem  CH4 304 / MP 503 

Once in royal David’s city  CH4 315 / MP 539 

Show me the way to shine for Jesus  online at
 https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/ 
 Christingle%20Songbook.pdf
 using the tune ‘Amarillo’ by Tony Christie

The first Nowell the angel did say  CH4 323 / MP 644  

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/Christingle%20Songbook.pdf
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/Christingle%20Songbook.pdf
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christmas activities

Introduction
As many churches will be having a Nativity or an all age 
service this morning and over the Christmas season we are 
not providing Age Group Crafts, Games and Activities for each 
service over the next few weekends. Instead, here are some 
ideas that you might be able to include in worship. 

This could be done by setting up a few tables around your 
worship space and inviting people of all ages to take part in 
these activities as other things are happening in the service or 
by providing these activities during more ‘social’ times such as 
carol singing, Christmas cafés. 

Whenever and however these things are made it would be good 
to include them in the worship by talking about what has been 
made and by displaying any craft work for others to see.  

Lego Story Boards all age 
You will need: lots of Lego building blocks including base 
boards, divide the Christmas story into small sections (you may 
find a simple children’s bible helpful for suitable text) and print 
or write these sections onto individual cards. 

Divide those wanting to take part into small groups and ask 
each group to build a Lego scene that relates to one part of 
the story, as described on one of the cards. Place the Lego 
scenes in order alongside the cards and invite other people to 
come and look at what has been made. 

This could happen over a few services/events and the display 
could be left up for a few weeks after Christmas in a place 
where people coming into the building can see it. 

This idea can be adapted to lots of bible stories and could be 
used for the John the Baptist story on 31 December too. 

Wooden bricks, Playmobil nativity or other toy nativity sets 
could be used in a similar way. 

Nativity Hunt all age 
You will need: toys or images of camels, donkeys, sheep, stars, 
hearts, baby socks, and so on. 

Hide the various items or pictures around the worship space. 
Send all ages off to hunt for them. When everyone is gathered 
back together with the things they found spend a little time 
discussing together the significance of the different objects as 
they relate to the Christmas story.

Nativity Bunting all age 
You will need: bunting made from card (already cut out and with 
two holes punched into the top edge), crayons, felt tip pens, 
sticky stars, string. 

Invite people to decorate one or more pieces of bunting with 
pictures and words which relate to the nativity story and 
to decorate the bunting with sticky stars. Thread the string 
through the holes and make a long line of bunting to hang in 
the worship space. 

Handprint Christmas Tree all age 
You will need: Christmas wrapping paper in a variety of colours 
a designs (cut this into pieces of about A4 size and place under 
something heavy overnight to flatten it out as it will curl up,  
pencils, scissors, frieze paper or lining paper, glue sticks, silver 
or gold card. 

Invite people to draw around their hands with pencil onto 
wrapping paper and then to cut out their hand shape. Place 
hand shapes onto frieze paper to form a Christmas tree 
shape (fingers should be facing down like the branches of an 
evergreen that hang down with the ‘heel’ of the hand to the top. 
Hand shapes should overlap. 

When everyone is happy with the shape of the tree, glue hands 
on with glue sticks. It would probably be best to get just two or 
three people to do this. 

Draw and cut out a large star shape for the top of the tree and 
glue it in place. 

Talk about how we are all called to tell the Christmas story and 
how we work together to do that.  

Baker Ross  has lots of Nativity craft kits which you could buy 
and set out for people to make. This and other craft suppliers 
could also provide good ideas and inspiration for activities.  

christmas activities
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bible notes
Ready For Something Different

It is that time again. There will be few gathered for this 
evening who will not have heard the words of Luke’s gospel 
intoned before: “In those days a decree went out…” The very 

familiarity of the passage is very positive on the one hand, 
giving everyone a chance to recall the words, even before they 
are spoken. Yet on the other hand, that familiarity can prevent 
us from engaging with what is being said through these words. 

There is a matter-of-fact quality about Luke’s account here that 
is striking after the previous chapter with its angelic visitors 
and beautiful verse, Mary’s Song, the Magnificat, immediately 
preceding chapter two. The first seven verses of chapter two 
simply state some of the movements of the young family in the 
time around Jesus’ birth. Here we have the inevitable entwining 
that occurs between what might have happened and the 
seeking of the author to fulfil prophetic verses that had become 
so important in the Jewish tradition surrounding a Messiah.  

At the time, with Emperor Augustus in rule across the region, 
reigning from 27 BCE to 14 CE, it was a relative time of peace 
and stability. The pax Augusta even led many to proclaim the 
Emperor as a saviour to the world, their lord. The talk of a 
different kind of saviour coming to the world was an inevitable 
challenge to the empire’s understanding of the nature of their 

own leaders. It helps to focus our thoughts today on what 
the expectations for Jesus were both within communities 
living contemporaneously in the region and in the early 
Jesus-following movement when the empire started to flex its 
muscles against this alternative take on power and the nature 
of relationships.  

Furthermore, of course, it then further challenges us to think 
about what these simple words about leadership, decrees 
and censuses mean in our own time. To whom do we show 
allegiance? To whom do we look for leadership and inspiration? 
To whom do we reach out for peace? 

There is another name mentioned in these verses from Luke’s 
gospel: Quirinius. He is mentioned as governor of Syria, but 
he had also been a military leader rather than a civil servant. 
Quirinius was a representative of the emperor, his legate, 
during an uprising by the Homonadenses, a tribe based in the 
mountains of Galatia and Cilicia, which over a number of years 
he quashed. This was no doubt why Quirinius was a few years 
later appointed as legate to Syria: he would have known the 
area and the people. While there he conducted a survey of the 
region, the census that Josephus, the great Jewish historian, 
also describes in addition to the gospel accounts. The purposes 
of which were to determine the taxation base: how many 
people, how much money, and all that. 

Josephus goes so far to say that this census led to a revolt 
by Judas of Galilee and the formation of the Zealots to fight 
against the rule of the Roman empire.  

So, all in all, while there was a general peace around the region, 
the pots were simmering, there was unrest and dis-ease with 
the status quo. People were ready for something different. What 
that something different would be is where our story kicks off. 

It is part of the fun of Luke’s account that we do not have any 
high and mighty visitors, no wealthy gold-toting travellers. 
Instead we have common folk off the hillside coming to pay 
tribute to a new birth. Immediately we have a connection to the 
people, to the working people. This is going to be something 
completely different.  

#wordofwonder
christmas eve watchnight
sunday 24 december 2017

Luke 2:1-14(15-20)
(Psalm 96:7-10)
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Bethlehem Boy
An elderly woman from Nazareth thinks aloud, veering from 
anxiety and excitement, wondering about the heavily pregnant 
Mary who has had to go to Bethlehem.

Not long now. 

That’s what we all said to her. 
Not long for you now, Mary. 
Would you believe the timing of the Governor’s census? 
How long will it take? 
A week at least, there and back. 
Will you get home in time? 
That’s what we asked. 
As if she could know. 
When your baby’s ready to come, you can’t make it wait! 
I don’t think she’ll last a week. 
I don’t think they’ll be home in time. 
I know Mary well, and I think she felt it too. 
But she has great faith, that lassie, great faith. 
If he’s born in Bethlehem, she told me, then so be it. 

Imagine it, though, your first child born away from home? 
Will she manage as well as she thinks, 
if her time comes before they get back? 
What peace and privacy will they get, 
if they’re caught in the throng of the census pilgrims, 
with a baby on the way? 

All that matters is that they stay safe and well, oh dear God, 
keep them safe and strong and well! 

Better that he’s born in Bethlehem than halfway there or here. 

If he’s born in Bethlehem, 
they might not even find an upper room, 
they might find themselves spending nights 
among animals and strangers! 

People will look after her though, 
people are always kind when there’s a new mother to tend. 

And she’ll just be relieved if her baby is healthy and strong. 
She’ll soon forget the pain and the fear and the unfamiliarity. 
You always do. 
She’ll just be overjoyed to hold him in her arms, 
to let him feed, to hear him cry. 

It won’t be so bad if he isn’t born at home. 
His father is of David’s line, 
so to be born in David’s city would be no bad thing! 

A Bethlehem boy he might be, 
but he’ll be ours, 
one of us still, 
of course he will be. 
A Nazarene. 

They’ll be home soon hopefully. 
There are neighbours who got back earlier. 
The last they knew Mary’s time hadn’t come yet. 
But I’m sure she’ll have the child in her arms 
by the time we see them again. 
We’ll want to hear all about it 
when they get back themselves. 

Please God, 
it has to be good news: 
a healthy baby and the two of them safe and well too. 
We’ll want to hear all about the journey, 
the crowded rooms, 
and when did she know the baby was on its way? 

Who will be there to help her? 
There will be women, of course, 
there are always other women who help you, 
especially with your first. 

Will he be born in the daylight 
or in the darkness or when? 
Will she labour long or will he be a swift arrival? 
Will he have his mother’s looks, or his father’s? 
Will she have much time to rest afterwards? 
Oh I can’t wait to welcome them home, 
to hear all about it, 
to see their little Bethlehem boy! 

They might want to go to Jerusalem first. 
That’s what she told me before they left. 
If the baby’s born away from home and is fit and well, 
she’ll want to take him to the Temple and give thanks to God. 
They’ll name him there. 
She told me he’s to be called Jesus. 
She said she knew she was carrying a boy, 
she seemed so sure of it, 
and that he would be called Jesus. 

How wonderful if they’re all fine and well. 
But what a time to be expecting! 
What a time to be born! 

the story
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Through the Season
Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can be 
used to help create a linking theme through the season. Display 
letters saying “#WORDOFWONDER” at the front of the worship 
space to which you could add a pair of angelic wings.

Gathering Liturgy
A candle lighting liturgy for an Advent wreath.

May there be a pause tonight 
in the conflicts of the world tonight 
a pause that allows the world  
to breathe with hope tonight 
enough to take a breath tonight 
and know God has set free a promise tonight 
that the one made all of light 
is our salvation tonight. 

Light Candle 1 

May there be longing tonight 
deep enough to unite all longing tonight 
from Aleppo to our own neighbourhood 
for peace and truth tonight 
that feels God’s own longing tonight 
as the son falls from heaven tonight 
into the vulnerable darkness of earth 
and bring it redemption tonight. 

Light Candle 2 

May there be despair tonight 
in the corridors of darkness tonight 
worry at the tables of power 
concern round the thrones of despots tonight 
whose wisest move tonight 
is to recognise they can do nothing tonight 
to stop the light pouring in 
through every crack in their universe tonight. 

Light Candle 3 

May there be love tonight 
fully human and alive tonight 
that gives of itself for humanity 
and offers a child tonight 
born for us all tonight: 
a God who takes this personally tonight 
and bundles into skin 
the gift of Emmanuel tonight. 

Light Candle 4  

worship ideas
Call to Worship
The breath of the world holds,
the quill of the census-taker hovers,
the tired mother in labour braces,
the anxious father waits...

With them we gather this night
to remember and celebrate.

Let us worship together.

Opening Prayer 
Holy One! 
Precious creator,  
breathe on us with your Spirit of wonder. 
Instil in us wonder and awe 
at the night when God took up residence with all creation. 

The angels sing in the heavens, 
God’s people wait with bated breath 
and all becomes calm and peace—for a moment. 

As we gather, and as we worship this night 
we still our souls, 
we reflect on our place, 
we offer our lives. 
  
On the night when the world joined in the birth pangs 
We too groan as we remember 
the times when we were not our best, 
the times when we knew as reality turning away from you. 

We seek forgiveness this night. 
We seek your light to fill us and renew us. 
We seek again the Wonder of God—
new born, vulnerable, en-fleshed, God With Us. 
With us, then and now and for ever. 
Amen.  

Prayer of Dedication
Wonderful God,
in praise and celebration
we are here this night,
but we recognise we do so not for the sake of the past.
We gather because we have hope for the future.

Use us and the gifts we bring
that we might bring your presence
into our community
through our loving actions.  
Amen. 
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Prayers for Others and Ourselves
This is the night for rejoicing. 
This is the night for loving. 
This is the night for sharing wonder and awe. 
This is the night when we turn our thoughts 
and our prayers 
out into the world 
where God’s light is needed; 
where God’s peace is sought; 
where God’s Son is found. 

Holy One, we pray for our world: 
where peace is a distant dream—
come dwell with us;
where light is overwhelmed in darkness—
come shine around us;  
where joy is a forgotten emotion—
come move among us;
where hope is longed for—
come Jesus and live with us again! 

We pray this night 
that in every corner of the world 
the light of Christ will shine in the darkness 
and the darkness shall be overcome.  
In the name of the Christ child we pray. 
Amen.

Dialogue
Voice 1:  “Mary!” called the angel.  

Voice 2:  “Me?” asked Mary.  

Voice 1:  “Yes!” replied the angel.  

Voice 2:  “What?” wondered Mary.  

Voice 1:  “Good News!” stated the angel.  

Voice 2:  “Really?” responded Mary.  

Voice 1:  “For you” smiled the angel.  

Voice 2:  “Is that so?” questioned Mary.  

Voice 1:  “A child” stated the angel.  

Voice 2:  “For me?” returned Mary.  

Voice 1:  “And the world” confirmed the angel.  

Long Pause 

Voice 1:  “Well?” asked the angel.  

Voice 2:  “Well, what?” requested Mary.  

Voice 1:  “Good idea?” inquired the angel.  

Voice 2:  “Don’t know” hesitated Mary.  

Voice 1:  “Poor, raised!” declared the angel.  
 “Oppressed, freed!” insisted the angel. 
 “Hungry, fed!” affirmed the angel. 
 “Rich, reduced!” promised the angel.  
 “Braggarts, crushed!” maintained the angel. 

Long Pause 

Voice 2:  “Yes!” said Mary. 
 

For Midnight
When the time came 
darkness humbled itself 
and gave way 
to the light. 

Light a small candle. 

When the time came 
injustice crumpled 
and was overcome 
by the light. 

Light a small candle.

When the time came 
silence held it’s own vigil 
and was filled 
with the light. 

Light a small candle.

We believe the light will always break through 
and whenever darkness thinks it is stronger than the light 
it has not yet heard of incarnation. 

When the time came 
and when least expected 
heaven let go 
and the light was born. 

Use the three small candles to light a big Christ candle. 

If It Was Now
If it was now, it would be a moment too soon: 
heaven labours with the light still 
but the promise is almost broken open. 

If it was now, it would be a moment too soon: 
the hope is still a hope 
but will soon be given new reason to believe. 

If it was now, it would be a moment too soon: 
the word is still to be spoken 
but the cup of longing is near to overflowing. 

If it was now, it would be a moment too soon: 
for God is not ready yet 
but the time is almost here for incarnation. 

If it was now, it would be a moment too soon: 
yet now is the time 
and the time is now, God is reaching out with new life.
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Reflection
Two people read this. Whoever is reading a stanza of text faces 
the front and the other person faces backwards. The last word 
that is repeated gets quieter as the first reader repeats the word 
while the other person takes up that word getting louder. As this 
happens they both turn around so that they switch roles for the 
reading of the next stanza. This pattern repeats throughout. 

Voice 1: The impatience of heaven 
 is felt here tonight, 
 with angels waiting on the edge of their seats 
 for heaven to tumble to earth 
 and fill her lungs 
 and let the world know 
 God is here, here, here…. 

Voice 2: …here, here, here starlight bends towards us, 
 the angels clear their throats, 
 the stable is made ready 
 and Mary labours, labours, labours… 

Voice 1: …labours, labours, labouring with heaven 
 was Mary’s joy and fear. 
 Did she ever tell you, God, 
 what the pushing of a just world  
 filled with truth 
 and proclaiming peace 
 felt like, 
 and did you ever wonder, wonder, wonder… 

Voice 2: …wonder, wonder, wonder, at the shepherds 
 tending on a hillside 
 with the Good News yet unknown 
 embargoed by angel armies 
 crouched hidden behind the hillside 
 restless for the time of telling, telling, telling… 

Voice 1: …telling, telling, telling Mary she was the chosen one 
 to bear heaven’s child 
 must have been a worry for you, O God 
 for Mary’s “Yes!” 
 could have been “No! No! No!”… 

worship ideas
Voice 2:  …no, no, no room for the birth of light. 
 How dark the world had become, 
 yet in the places no one wanders 
 and among the people no one knows 
 God found a chink in which to stretch through 
 into the world 
 and find a home, home, home… 

Voice 1: …home, home, home is where you know you belong 
 so what must it have been like, O God, 
 to let go of all you hold precious 
 from the safety of the heavenly home 
 and hand it over to a young handmaid 
 who was just an inexperienced, 
 vulnerable woman… woman… woman…? 

Voice 2: …women, women, women and men 
 proclaim this Good News 
 beyond stables and nativities 
 beyond wise ones and shepherds 
 for it contains a power beyond itself 
 that shifts the allegiances of the world 
 towards the power of the light, the light, the light… 

Voice 1:  the light, the light, the light is waiting, 
 straw is being gathered,
 innkeepers are retiring,
 silence descends 
 and heaven holds breath 
 and the poor will hear it first, 
 the oppressed recognise its truth, 
 the stranger welcomed by the manger-side, 
 the peace-maker hear its message, 
 the world find it is hope, hope, hope… 

Voice 2: …hope, hope, hope wraps the story 
 now that the night is at its deepest, 
 the darkness complete, 
 the powers of heaven at their most vulnerable. 
 Now the people of God wait, wait, wait… 

Both: …for the light. 

sunday 24 december 2017 watchnight
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Video
If you are looking for a variety of video presentations that 
could be used at a Christmas service which will appeal to many 
different people, including those who do not regularly attend 
church, some of us regularly purchase and use videos sourced 
from https://www.ignitermedia.com/.

Choose the Browse menu item and select the Christmas 
category to find the whole selection available.

Take Home Ideas
This Christmas Night, take home the Christ child in your hearts; 
share that love and light with all you meet on the walk home; as 
you wake in the morning. Remember the joy of knowing “God is 
with us.”  

Sending
The bells ring out: 
it is Christmas night! 
Share the joy of the Christ child 
with those beside you, 
with those behind you, 
with those to the fore of you,
remembering this night 
God, in the flesh, 
is with us on all sides, 
this night and always.   

Praise/Hymns
Before Midnight
Hark the glad sound  CH4 277 / MP 210

Justice in the womb  Innkeepers and Light Sleepers,  
 Iona Publications

Like a candle flame  MP 420 

No wind at the window  CH4 287 

O come, O come, Emmanuel  CH4 273 / MP 493

The Angel Gabriel  CH4 285 

The voice of God goes out to all the world  CH4 283 

When out of poverty is born  CH4 291 

After Midnight 
Arise, shine  MP 35 

Born in the night  MP 62 

Hark the herald  CH4 301 / MP 211

O come all ye faithful  CH4 306 / MP 491

O God your grace has now appeared  online at 
 http://carolynshymns.com/o_god_your_grace_has_now_appeared.html 

O little town of Bethlehem  CH4 304 / MP 503

Oh what a mystery I see  MP 535 

Still the night / Silent Night  CH4 309 / MP 597

The Aye Carol   Innkeepers and Light Sleepers,  
 Iona Publications  

#wordofwonder

https://www.ignitermedia.com/
http://carolynshymns.com/o_god_your_grace_has_now_appeared.html
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Saviour, Messiah, Lord
It is an irresistible story with which to celebrate on Christmas 
morn, who can go wrong with wooly sheep, shepherds crooks, 
old tea-towels draped over heads, and a babe born with the 
hope of a world on his wee shoulders? Okay, that last bit is 
quite a lot to take in. 

Christmas Day is a day for fun, to share in the party of 
celebration that rings out from angelic choirs to bleating sheep, 
and so the story will inevitably centre around that celebration. 

If you do want to work in a word that removes the wool from 
everyone’s eyes, the obvious point of contact would be verse 
11’s description from the angel of the Lord of who Jesus is. 
Here we have the three fold declaration of Jesus as Saviour, 
Messiah and Lord: “…to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” Luke gives Jesus the 
designation of “Lord” even before Jesus was born (Luke 1:43). 
The word he uses is kyrios, the very word that the Septuagint 
(the Greek translation of the Hebrew texts) uses to translate 
God’s name, the tetragrammaton YHWH. This is a very specific 
association that Luke is making here about this child. Saviour, 
Messiah, Lord: three designations that leave no doubt of the 
importance of this child and the pivotal part he will play in the 
history not just of his own people, as their Messiah, but of all 
people as Saviour and Lord.  

There is no woolliness here in Luke’s thinking. Luke is laying 
out clearly here who Jesus is. And that same clarity is what 
Jesus then brings to the world in his own teaching and through 
his life. Jesus reveals to us all the nature of God and the kind 
of relationship that God seeks with his creation: one rooted 
in the self-giving nature of love. It is an opening up of our 
understanding of God, just as love is an opening up of our 
hearts and minds to an other. 

This story and its retelling is both epic in scope, as it impacts 
on the future understanding that people will have about the 
nature of God, but it is also wonderfully parochial and homely: 
shepherds from the nearby hills playing their part. No wonder 
Mary treasured what had been said about her child and 
pondered those words—Saviour, Messiah, Lord—in  her heart. 
So do we, each year. 

#wordofwoolliness
christmas day
monday 25 december 2017

Luke 2:8-20
(Psalm 123:1-2)
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Sheep Talk
Have fun with this deliberately daft sheep chorus, which will 
work best with a small flock of voices calling out, one line at a 
time, and occasionally repeating the ‘baaa’ words like an echo.

What a baaabble! 
Everyone’s going baaananas! 
All because of the baaabby. 
The baaambino. 
Born in the baaarn! 

Our shepherds went baaarging in, 
I think the poor mum thought we were baaandits! 
Did you see the dad, he was baaamboozled too!? 
That’s his baaachelor days over! 
They didn’t even have a baaasket for a bed. 
But his mum had him wrapped in all those baaandages. 

Well, the baaabble’s all over now. 
So now we’re getting baaanished again to the hills 
and they’ll be taking him baaack home. 
Won’t they give him a baaath first? 
I wouldn’t baaank on it. 
Not till his baaaptism anyway! 

When he grows up, will he be a… baaarber? 
Maybe a baaaggage handler? 
Or a baaarista? 
Baaallet dancer? 
Baaargain hunter? 
Baaanjo player? 

As long as he’s a baaalanced kind of guy. 
Not too baaarmy. 
But if he sometimes goes baaananas… 
at anything baaarbaaaric… 
that won’t be so baaad! 
Not baaad at all. 
I’d say braaavo to that. 
Braaavo! 
Baaa! Baaa! 

the story

Through the Season
Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can 
be used to help create a linking theme through the season. 
Display letters saying “#WORDOFWOOLLINESS” at the front of 
the worship space with further display of toy sheep (real sheep 
if you can?), a variety of Christmas woolly jumpers.

Gathering Activity
You will need: some long lengths of wool, a few metres each, 
that are passed out to everyone as they arrive. Preferably have a 
variety of colours.

As people gather ask them to tie their lengths of wool to those 
near them, adding new lengths to that it gets longer and longer. 
This may force people to have to get up to find where the end 
of the wool has got to.

Then during the service you could ask the younger members 
to gather up the length of wool, like shepherds gathering 
their sheep, and then bring it forward either to place on the 
Communion Table or Nativity or if you have a large display of 
#WORDOFWOOLLINESS drape the wool across this decoratively.

Call to Worship
The day is here,
the time is now,
the babe has cried,
the light has come,
and shepherds in the hills
prepare to meet their
Saviour, Messiah and Lord.

Let us join them in worship.

worship ideas
Prayer of Adoration and Confession
Joy to the world, for Christ is born, 
and all the earth rejoices! 
Holy One, how amazing is your love 
How grateful are we, your people 
and we rejoice 
that on the Christmas morning we can come 
to sing the story and hear the words again—
God with us, Emmanuel is born 
and all the world sings, Alleluia!  

Precious God of all mercy 
forgive us when we are so overcome 
by the joy of presents 
that we forget your presence. 

Forgive us when we are so engrossed 
in our own small world 
that we forget your wide world.  

Forgive us, when we focus on the sweet little baby, 
and forget the turmoil and reality of life 

Forgive us and renew us, 
show us and lead us 
so that on this Christmas Day 
we can let the Light of the World shine 
beyond our walls and into all of creation 
through Christ the new born babe, 
and in his name. 
Amen.  
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Prayer of Dedication
God of all good gifts,
as we open gifts from each other on this day,
we remember your ultimate gift
to all humanity,
born as a child
that we might know you and your love.
Receive our gifts of money and service
that we can return your generosity to us
with our generosity to your Kingdom.
Amen. 

Prayers for Others and Ourselves
Holy God, 
as we celebrate the joy of Christmas 
help us to pause, 
with thankful hearts, 
and reflect on all who do not find this day joyful. 

We pray for those who find this day 
magnifies the loneliness they feel. 

We pray for those who this day 
feel the loss of loved ones. 

We pray for those who travel, 
and those who stay.  

We pray for those who are fearful, 
and those who are brave. 

We pray for those who have much, 
and those who have little. 

We pray for ourselves 
and those who we love. 

We pray for those we do not know, 
and those who seek you. 

We pray. 

We pray. 

Today in love and light and life, 
in the name of the Parent 
and of the Child 
and of the one who inspires and guides. 
Amen.

worship ideas
Dialogue

The lesser known story of two shepherds on the hillside, Blind 
Ben and Deaf David. Deaf David looks over to read Blind Ben’s 
lips. Blind Ben should not make eye contact, it may help to wear 
dark sunglasses.

You may want to play some suitable music quietly in the 
background, building and building as the heavenly voices arrive 
and then suddenly cutting off at the appropriate point.

David: Ben?  

Ben: (reaches out for David’s arm) I’m here David. 

David: It is a beautiful night, stars are twinkling, some 
clouds flying past. 

Ben: It is so peaceful, just the gentle sound of the wind, 
the sheep bleating. 

David: We have a pretty good job, don’t we? 

Ben: Together we do, David, I don’t know what I would do 
without you though. 

David: Nor I without you. 

Pause 

David: Whoah, what is that? 

Ben: Did you just say something? 

David: There are lights everywhere! 

Ben: Lights? Fat lot of good that is for me. So what? 
Probably just someone on the other hillside. 

David: I can see all our sheep! It is like a full moon and then 
some. 

Ben: I can hear them… sounds like they are getting a bit 
noisy. Here, David, look at my lips: are you feeling 
okay? Not had a bit too much of that old vino? 

David: I can see your face like it is daytime! 

Ben: Wait a minute… I can hear something else. 

David: Oh, describe it to me! 

Ben: I don’t know, it is like the wind, but like singing too, 
like lots of voices crying out. 

David: In pain? 

Ben: No, it sounds like crying out in joy. 

David: Wait something is happening. The clouds are moving. 

Ben: I can hear a voice above the others, it is getting 
louder. 

David: It’s getting brighter, my eyes are not used to this, not 
at this time of night. 

Ben: Did you hear that? It was a voice, to be sure it was a 
voice… Are you having me on David? Are you trying to 
trick me? Have you got pals coming up here again? 

David: Slow down, Ben, I can’t read your lips. 

Ben: Are you putting on a funny voice? Your pals coming 
to visit? 
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David: What? No, of course not. What’s happening? This 
light above us is almost looking like a person, like an 
outline of a person all gleaming bright, I can hardly 
keep my eyes on it. 

Ben: “Don’t be afraid!” that’s what the voice is saying, 
David. 

David: There are waves of light pulsing out. It is beautiful, 
but scary. 

Ben: What should we do? 

David: Should we call back? 

Ben: Do you think this is a trick? Can you still see the 
sheep, David? I cannae hear a thing above all the 
noise.  

David: I know, I can barely look up. 

Ben: Give me your arm, David! When I squeeze let’s shout 
out that we’re not afraid. Okay?  

David: Here you go. 

Ben: 1, 2, 3, Squeeze… 

Both: WE ARE NOT AFRAID! 

David: What happened? Did anything happen, it looks just 
the same, light rippling everywhere. 

Ben: Ssssh, David! I’m trying to listen! 

David: Oh very nice, shush me! 

Ben:  There’s good news the voice is saying.  
Joy for all people. Wait a sec… 

David: Joy? Like a party? 

Ben: There’s a birth! 

David: I didn’t think any of the ewes were expecting… 

Ben: No, David, a birth in the city of David! 

David: My city! 

Ben: This child will be a Saviour, the Messiah, the Lord. 

David: What, say that again for me?  

Ben: Our Saviour, our Messiah, our Lord. 

David: A king, you mean? 

Ben: This voice is saying he will be wrapped in cloth in a 
manger. That’s more like what happened to us! 

David: Ha, and we have been sleeping with the animals ever 
since! Ben, the light is getting even brighter! 

Ben: I can’t hear you, David, the volume is incredible. 

David: I can feel it, I can feel the sound, Ben, the whole 
hillside is vibrating! 

Ben: It is like a thousand people singing all around us: 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favours!” It is amazing. 

David: Whoah, the lights have gone, it is pitch black, it’s all 
gone still. 

Ben: What happened? David, the sound, it just suddenly 
stopped, one second a chorus of thousands, then 
nothing, what did you see? 

David: It’s just like someone snuffed out the candle: one 
minute the light was all around us, the next it is 
gone. 

Ben: Here, grab my arm, let’s get up.  

David: Get up? Okay. What should we do? 

Ben: Let’s go down the hill, let’s find out if it is true. 

David: What about the sheep? 

Ben: They’ll be fine. We’ll find any that get lost… I’ll hear 
them. 

David: Or I’ll spot them! 

Together: Let’s go…  
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Christmas Activities
A reminder that there are a number of different all age 
activities and craft ideas available on page 35.

Yarn Bomb
You will need: lots of different coloured wool, an object to cover 
with wool (such as a manger), a knitted heart, scissors.

A fun activity for all ages could be to yarn bomb an object such 
as a manger. What does that mean? It means to cover it with 
wool, often in designs if you have a team that could work on 
that. You sometimes will find lampposts or trees that have been 
yarn bombed to great effect (see below).

Inside the object place a knitted heart to represent the gift 
of God’s love, then yarn bomb the object. You could add to 
this using the wool from the Gathering Activity as part of the 
service, but you will need to have the rest of it prepared and 
ready.

During the service take some scissors to the yarn and cut it 
away to reveal what is inside. This would make a great talking 
point for a short all-age address.

Take Home Ideas
If you used the Gathering Activity with wool, invite people 
forward to take home with them lengths of the wool (you may 
need scissors to cut the long length up into shorter lengths) 
and place their strips of wool on their Christmas trees or 
somewhere in their home to remind them of the gift of the 
Christ child. It is a gift for sharing.  

worship ideas
Sending
Leader: Christ is born!
 The angels sing “Glory to God!” 
 Christ is born,
 we join the angels’ song:
All: Glory to God! 
 Glory to God!
 Glory to God in the highest!

Praise/Hymns
A new father, awestruck  online at
 http://carolynshymns.com/a_new_father_awe_struck.html 

Away in a manger  CH4 312 

Born in the night  MP 62 

Child in the manger  CH4 314 

Christmas Psalm  Christ Be Our Light, Bernadette Farrell 

Emmanuel  MP 120 

Hark the herald  CH4 301 / MP 211

O come all ye faithful  CH4 306 / MP 491

O what a gift  MP 526 

See him lying on a bed of straw  CH4 310 

Share the light  Share the Light, Bernadette Farrell 

The Pedigree   Innkeepers and Light Sleepers, Iona Publications 

The virgin Mary had a baby boy  CH4 300 

This child  MP 690 

When Mary hugged her newborn son  online at
 http://carolynshymns.com/when_mary_hugged_her_newborn_son.html

http://carolynshymns.com/a_new_father_awe_struck.html 
http://carolynshymns.com/when_mary_hugged_her_newborn_son.html
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Opening A New Way

Hogmanay in Scotland is a great festive time, steeped 
in many customs and traditions. There are too many to 
mention here, but there is value in being reminded of a 

few that can be used as an entry point into a theme that lies 
behind the text. It is a theme appropriate for this last day of the 
year, a doorway to a ‘New Year’. The tides of the season carry 
away the old and bring in the new.  

We are greeted with the early part of a gospel which informs us 
that things have moved on and are a little bit different now. 

One tradition in parts of Scotland is that during the day of 
Hogmanay the household would be busy cleaning so that the 
New Year could be welcomed into a tidy and neat house. It 
is considered ill luck to welcome in the New Year in a dirty 
uncleaned house. Fireplaces would be swept out and polished. 
The act of cleaning the entire house was called the ‘Redding’: 
getting ready for the New Year.  

Another tradition is that outstanding debts would be paid by 
New Year’s Eve because it was considered bad luck to see in a 
new year with a debt. 

Finally, there is a tradition that at midnight the head of the 
house would open the back door to let the old year out and 
then open the front door of the house to let in the new year.  

These traditions speak to the idea that there is value in starting 
anew: leaving behind all that is old, obsolete and which might 
impede a fresh start.  

Typically, John the Baptist appears in advent and is one of the 
symbols of ‘new start’ that we cling on to through the season 
as expectancy of incarnation is then met with Jesus’ birth. This 
year’s lectionary cycle introduces us to John after the ‘big-
event’, as it were, but again the themes point to new-start, 
new-beginnings, and a new-way. Especially so as the character 
of John, his connection with baptisms of purification and 
cleansing, is merged here with his understanding that in this 
man Jesus, proclaimed as Messiah, all things have been made 
new, including baptism itself.  

As John adopts a self-dilution of his standing, he is pointing the 

way to the authority of Jesus of Nazareth as Christ the Messiah 
and indicating that in him, all things are changed.  

We know little about John’s future as a ‘baptizer’. We know his 
fate was not good but as to whether he continued in the work 
of baptising as part of God’s work is somewhat unclear. What 
we do know is that the early church began to see baptism in 
a different light from the followers of John. Moving from an 
emphasis on ‘cleansing/ purification’, which ties in with the 
rituals of the ancient peoples, baptism in the early Church 
becomes more a practice associated with identifying people as 
belonging to the ‘New Way’ of Christ. 

Today our understanding of baptism varies denomination to 
denomination and often amongst priests/ministers/pastors 
themselves. Although this Sunday comes right in the middle of 
a festive holiday, and at a time when the church traditionally 
relaxes a little after a busy month, and adopts a somewhat 
less cerebral perspective, the themes of baptism are necessary 
and beneficial to explore. Baptism is an important ‘right’ in the 
church, and it raises questions worth considering about ‘who 
we belong to’, and ‘by whom we are loved’.  

We are also invited to consider what the intended faithful 
response might be of those who understand humanity to be 
living in the ‘new-times’, where humanity’s debts have been 
paid, and in a time when the doorway to the Kingdom’s values 
and freedoms is intended to be open to all. 

#wordofwilderness
christmas 1
sunday 31 december 2017

John 1:19-34
 (Psalm 32:1-2)

#wordofwilderness
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I’m John
I’m John. 
They call me John the Baptist. 
I baptise people. 
My nickname makes sense doesn’t it? 

When I started baptising people  
I had a run-in with the priests and Levites from Jerusalem. 
I wasn’t surprised. 
Apparently the Pharisees had sent them  
to find out who I was and what I was up to. 

I told them straight off that I was not the Messiah. 
Mind you, they’d have had a fit if I’d told them that I was. 

They asked me if I was Elijah the prophet. 
Elijah, rumour has it , 
didn’t die but was taken up to heaven in a chariot of fire, 
and some people thought he would come back, 
before the Messiah came. 
I told them that I wasn’t Elijah. 

‘Who do you say you are then,’ they asked me,  
and as they were obviously into ancient prophets, 
I quoted the Prophet Isaiah at them. 

‘I am the voice of someone shouting in the desert,’ I said, 
‘and I am shouting, make a straight path for God.’ 

That shut them up…
but only for a few minutes. 

Then they came up with another question. 
So why was I baptising people they asked me  
if I wasn’t the Messiah or the prophet Elijah? 

And I told them I was only baptising with water. 
Someone was going to come soon   
and I wasn’t even worthy to take off his sandals 
and wash his feet. 

That got them talking among themselves, 
and they went away, to report back to their masters. 

The next day I saw a man coming towards me, 
and I told people who he was.  
I was sorry that my questioners of yesterday 
were not there to see him. 

I told people that this man was God’s Son. 
I had seen God’s Spirit come down from heaven 
and stay with him. 

I told everyone:
This man is called Jesus.  
Until today I did not recognise him for who he really is, 
although he is my cousin. 

This man, Jesus, 
will take away the sins of the world
and he will baptise people with God’s Spirit.  

Retelling For Young People
Our Amazing Names
When you live in a small town or village and a lot of people 
have the same names it can get very confusing.  

Perhaps in the same class at school there might be four boys 
called John and three girls called Elizabeth. 

So maybe one boy gets called John-David if David is his 
second name while another is called Dave. If the village is in 
Wales one boy might get called Dafydd and another Dai as 
both these names mean David in Welsh. And maybe the girls 
get called Liz, Lizzie and Elizabeth. 

In the school I went to we had four teachers who were called 
Mrs Jones, which could have got very confusing. So what 
happened was that three of the teachers decided that they 
would use the family name that they had before they got 
married. So instead of having four teachers called Mrs Jones, 
we had Mrs Rees, Mrs Williams, Mrs Morgan and Mrs Jones. I 
don’t know how they decided which of them would stay as Mrs 
Jones. Perhaps they chose the youngest or the oldest. 

• How would you have decided? 

In some communities people are known by their father’s 
name so you get Robert the son of John and Robert the son 
of Andrew. In Wales you would say Robert ap John (ap means 
‘son of’ in Welsh) and in Scotland you would say Robert 
MacJohn (Mac means ‘son’ in Gaelic). In other communities 
people are known by their mother’s family name. 

With adults people are sometimes known by the job they do. 
So you could have Jones the Post (he is the postman), Jones 
the Shop (she runs the village shop) and Jones the Teeth... 

• What job do you think Jones the Teeth does? 

In the bible there are a number of people called John. And 
they are given different names so that we know which one is 
which. 

One of them has two names: he is called John Mark. 

One of them is called John the disciple. He was one of the 
people who travelled with Jesus. They were called disciples. 
John the disciple had a brother called James. 

Another John was the father of Simon Peter, who was also one 
of Jesus’ disciples. 

And then there was yet another John who was called John the 
Baptist. He was called that because he baptised people. He 
was Jesus’ cousin. He was a preacher and he told people that 
they needed to change the way they behaved. He baptised 
people (dunked them under the water of the river Jordan) as a 
sign that they wanted to change.  

Jesus asked John to baptise him. After John had baptised Jesus 
he told people that he knew that Jesus was God’s son. One of 
the gospel writers (who was also called John!) says that John 
the Baptist was sent as a messenger. His job was to tell people 
about Jesus.  

the story
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Through the Season
Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can 
be used to help create a linking theme through the season. 
Display letters saying “#WORDOFWILDERNESS” at the front of 
the worship space with a further optional display of sandals on 
some sand.

Gathering Activity
This morning as you sit and wait for worship take time to think 
about your name. 

• Who gave the name to you?

• What family connections are there?

• What is the meaning of your name?

• Have you ever considered changing it? To what?

Call to Worship
Leader:  A year comes to a close
All:  and a New Year awaits. 

Leader:  Christmas lights still twinkle
All:  yet the story strides on. 

Leader:  We travel into the wilderness 
All:  and there find something new. 

Leader:  We come to worship God, 
All:  make straight the way of the Lord. 

Leader:  In humility and wonder 
All:  we join in our praise. 

worship ideas
Prayers of Adoration and Confession
At the end of the year, O God, 
we come to remember. 

We remember all your goodness to us. 

We remember those we loved and lost. 

We remember acts of kindness 
and glimpses of your love at work. 

We remember good times and difficult times, 
giving thanks that, in all times, you were present. 

As we remember, 
we ask your forgiveness 
for the times we failed you 
and failed one another. 

At this threshold 
between the old and the new 
we ask that you will help us 
to go with confidence into a new year 
knowing that your faithfulness is for ever. 

May the knowledge of your presence 
in the old and the new 
comfort and sustain us 
as we leave behind the old 
and walk with you into the new life 
you give us every day.  
Amen.

All-Age Prayer
Sweep out the old. 
Sweep in the new. 
Sweep out fear. 
Sweep in love. 
Sweep out war. 
Sweep in peace. 
Sweep out poverty. 
Sweep in sharing. 
Sweep out all that breaks God’s heart. 
Sweep in love and compassion. 
The gifts of God for us to share.
Amen.

Prayer of Dedication  
God in all our traditions and superstitions 
may we be mindful of belonging to you, 
your beloved children 
called to love and serve one another 
with all the gifts you have given 
in the name of Christ. 
Amen.

#wordofwilderness
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All-Age Activities
Who Am I

You will need: paper plates, coloured pencils, felt tip pens, 
scraps of wool or felt, hole punch, ribbon, wool or string, PVA 
glue, glue spreaders, mirror.

Ask the children to firstly look in the mirror at themselves and 
take notice of their features. Then give each child a paper plate 
and ask them to create a self-portrait on the front of the plate 
using the materials provided. 

Now ask them to turn the plate over and on the back of the 
plate to write or draw all the things that make them who they 
are, the things that make them unique and special. When 
complete punch a hole in the top of the plate and thread 
through the ribbon and knot it before hanging their portraits so 
that they dangle and reveal both sides of the plate. 

Talk with the children about the story and about people 
wondering and asking the question, ‘Who are you?’ Encourage 
the children to think about who they are (for example, mum 
and dad’s son or daughter, maybe someone’s brother or sister, 
someone’s friend, a swimmer, an athlete, a book reader). 

Talk about the things that make us special and unique and take 
time to discuss some of the things they have added to the back 
of their self-portrait which they think makes them unique and 
special.

Fingerprint Paintings
You will need: paint in a variety of colours, plates for the paint, 
A4 stiff paper or card, protection for clothes and furniture, wipes 
for messy fingers.

Prepare the paint for this activity by placing different colours 
into separate plates. Give each child a piece of card and 
ask them to create a picture using their fingerprints only by 
pressing their fingerprints onto the paper to create the shape 
they desire.   

Talk with the children about the story and about people 
wondering and asking the question, ‘Who are you?’ Talk about 
our fingerprints being unique to us and that no-one else has 
exactly the same fingerprint as us. Discuss that even if we 
all made the same picture each one would still be different 
because our fingerprints are different. Talk about what else 
might make us unique and special and make us who we are. 
Discuss why they think God made us all different.

Reflection
May we take this chance 
to take a breath 
and imagine the world now, 
on this side of Christmas. 

For Christmas just begun, 
not ended; 
incarnation begun, 
not completed;  
the coming of justice begun, 
not fulfilled;
the voice in the wilderness sounding, 
not silenced.  

We are in beginning times, 
cusp of years, 
John at the ending and beginning: 
the prophets of the changing time. 

The whole nativity story 
is perhaps more real now 
as the characters begin to fade into memory, 
their story less anticipated, 
just an ordinary couple left to bring up a child 
In the echo of the promise 
made real in the wilderness one. 

The shepherds are back on the hillside 
looking after sheep under dark skies, 
the magi travelling back home another way, 
the innkeeper resting in the quieter routine 
now that everyone is counted. 

The sparkle has gone. 
Might we even forget 
those living on the edge, 
the travelling immigrants, 
the frightened mother? 

Or might we believe 
their story, 
the incarnation, 
the revelation of John, 
starts now. 

worship ideas
sunday 31 december 2017
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Prayers for Others and Ourselves
God as we prepare to say goodbye 
to one year and to welcome in another, 
help us to see echoes 
of the miracle you perform daily 
in making all things new. 

We pray that you will be with all who mourn, 
those for whom this is a time of sadness or regret. 
We pray for those 
for whom this is a time of uncertainty or fear. 
We pray for those 
for whom this is simply another day: 
when they are still hungry, 
still homeless, 
still suffering the violence of the world. 

Lord in every opportunity you give us, 
may we be mindful of others, 
and not just mindful but moved to make a difference. 

Give us resolve 
to step out in faith with you 
to be the change we want to see,  
to be co-creators with you 
in the healing of the nations. 

May this coming year hold out hope 
and the promise of your kingdom come, 
your will be done, O Lord.  
Amen.

Take Home Ideas For The Week
Perhaps there is time over this crossing of the years to talk of 
expectation. To help inspire that listen to some music from the 
60s such as Bob Dylan or Joan Baez who speak of the hopes 
they have. In the same way you write a resolution, write a hope, 
seal it in an envelope and leave it through the whole year and 
open it again this time next year and see what has changed.  

Sending
As the old year drains away, 
the new one holds much hope. 
May we travel from here to there 
in one step of faith 
for all we are yet to become. 

Go safely 
and come back renewed. 

And the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ... 

 

Praise/Hymns
Cause me to come to thy river   MP 68 

Christ is our light    CH4 336 

Come gracious Spirit, heavenly dove   CH4 587 

Come to the waters   MP 104 

Forgiveness is your gift  CH4 361 

Holy Spirit, gift bestower   CH4 590

Loving Spirit, loving Spirit   CH4 593 

Mark how the Lamb of God  CH4 629 

On Jordan’s bank   CH4 334 / MP 538 

Out of the flowing river  CH4 335 

She sits like a bird  CH4 590 

The great love of God  CH4 358  

Worthy is the Lamb MP 780

#wordofwilderness
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bible notes
The Origins Of Relational Mission

At the very beginning of the set text today a phrase 
jumps out that is bold and full-spirited. As Jesus walked 
by, John exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 

This description of Jesus is well-know within the Church, yet 
interestingly it only appears within scripture in this form on 
two occasions and both cases within this first chapter of John’s 
Gospel. Some explanation is probably required as to why John, 
in recognising Jesus and introducing him to others, would refer 
to him in this way. It is likely that what John had in mind was 
to introduce a theme at the outset of his Gospel which would 
be built on later, as further indicators and testimony would be 
developed as to the identity and purpose of this man Jesus. As 
the Gospel proceeds, layer upon layer is added to enhance his 
importance, relationship to the Father, and fulfilment of the 
longed-for promise of a Saviour.  

There is a good chance that this phrase ‘Lamb of God’ is an 
extension of Old Testament practices of Passover, Sacrifice and 
Atonement. There are many instances of lambs being used 
within the ritualistic events of the ancient peoples of God. 
The sacrifice of lambs is closely linked with Passover and the 
deliverance offered by God. Lambs were slaughtered in the Old 
Testament commonly in a ritual of atoning for the wrongness 
within human life. These rituals point to the activity of God and 
the possibility of fresh starts, cleansed hearts, and new life. All 
of which of course naturally link to the Jesus of John’s Gospel, 
introduced as the ‘Lamb of God’ in the first chapter of the 
Gospel and revealed throughout as God’s agent of atonement 
and salvation. This culminates in his sacrificial death and the 
new life of resurrection.  

Of further interest to the reader is the process by which 
the introductions are made and the connections of God 
through Jesus are expanded one person to another. This is no 
complicated evangelistic outreach. John bumps into Andrew, 
who call in his brother Simon Peter and introduces him to 
Jesus. Next day Jesus bumps into Philip who looks out for 
Nathaniel and introduces him to Jesus. This outreach is very 
localised. There is no national recruitment exercise here. The 
conversations happen quite naturally because the connections 
amongst these people already exists. In some cases, it may be 

familial; in other cases, it’s pre-established friendship perhaps 
built around shared vocations, interests, or experiences. 

This might lead us to consider that it is not necessarily our 
preaching or mission initiatives that need to create the 
networks of growing connections and faith in our communities. 
Instead it may be possible for us to grow the knowledge of God 
and opportunity for relationship with God, by latching on to 
the local relationships already in place in our communities. 
Sometimes these might be defined groups/organisations 
already in place (like Rugby Clubs or Music Groups). In other 
situations these might be the indirect associations that people 
make who share the same interests or who have come through 
the same experiences. 

Were people looking for Jesus in particular. Were they longing 
for an epiphany? Or were people just coming along because 
they knew someone else who was going? The early church 
certainly spreads the word of Jesus through associations 
already present.  

From the start of the Gospel, John points to the uniqueness of 
Jesus place in the scheme of God. John points to what Jesus will 
do through the sacrifice of his own life for the sake of others. 
This is a story worth telling and passing along. Sometimes 
we maybe make it a little too big a deal, forgetting that the 
best way to pass the torch of faith is through the simple 
conversations we have with people we know. 

#wordofwitness
baptism of the lord
sunday 7 january 2018

John 1:35-51
(Psalm 66:1-5)
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Andrew, A Follower Of John
I was a follower of John, 
John who they called John the Baptist. 
Yesterday John baptised a man called Jesus. 
Jesus was local. I’d seen him about. 

Today as Jesus walked past us, 
John said that Jesus was the Lamb of God. 

I wasn’t sure what John meant 
but he obviously thought that Jesus was important, 
so my friend and I went to talk with Jesus and find out more. 

We called Jesus ‘teacher’ 
and we asked him where he was staying. 
He told us to come and see. 
We stayed with Jesus all day, 
listening and talking and asking questions. 

I went and found my brother Simon, 
I’m Andrew by the way, 
and I told him about Jesus. 
I told him that we’d found the promised one, 
the Messiah! 
Simon was curious. 

I brought Simon to meet Jesus 
and Jesus looked him up and down 
and gave him a new name. 
He told Simon that he would call him Peter. 
If you had met my brother you would have laughed at that. 
Peter means a rock. 
Peter was certainly solid, 
and he could be stubborn too. 

My brother and I, we were the first disciples of Jesus. 

The next day Jesus found two more people 
who he asked to come with us. 
One was called Philip, 
he was from Bethsaida, 
the same place as us. 
Jesus said to Philip, ‘Follow me!’ and Philip did, 
no ifs, no buts, no hesitation.  

Nathaniel, however, who Philip brought to meet Jesus 
was different all together. 
Nathaniel was full of questions. 
He’d heard about Jesus. 
He knew that Jesus came from Nazareth, 
a place that didn’t impress him. 

He asked Philip, ‘Can anything good come from Nazareth?’ 
and Philip said to Nathaniel what Jesus had said to us: 
‘Come and see!’.  

And Nathaniel came and saw, and talked and listened… 
and stayed. 

So now there were four of us, 
all local lads, 
travelling with Jesus.  

Travelling on. 

Retelling For Young People
Jesus’ First Disciples
When Jesus travelled around the country, teaching people 
about God, and showing them how much God loved them, a 
group of men and women often travelled with him. 

This is the story, from John’s Gospel, of how four of these 
people met Jesus. 

Andrew, we know, from other stories was a fisherman and 
he and his brother and father fished from a boat on Lake 
Galilee. Andrew had been a follower of John the Baptist. John 
had baptised Jesus and had told Andrew that Jesus would tell 
people all about God. 

Andrew went to find Jesus and they spent a lot of time talking 
together. Andrew decided that he wanted to travel with Jesus 
and learn from him. Andrew went home and found his brother 
Simon and took him to meet Jesus. Jesus looked at Simon and 
gave him a new name: Peter. Peter means ‘rock’, it was a name 
that suited him. 

• Can you think why? 

Andrew and Peter came from a town called Bethsaida and 
so did a man called Philip. Jesus found Philip and asked him 
to travel with him, and Philip said he would. Philip went and 
found someone he knew called Nathaniel and told him about 
Jesus. Nathaniel talked with Jesus. He had lots of questions. 
Nathaniel too, decided to travel with Jesus. 

John’s Gospel tells us that Andrew, Peter, Philip and Nathaniel 
were the first four of Jesus’ disciples.  

The other gospels tell us of other people who travelled with 
Jesus too. 

If you have time , you could look for the names of other 
people who travelled with Jesus. Here are some clues: 
 Matthew’s Gospel                   10:2-4 
 Luke’s Gospel                          6:13-16 
 Luke’s Gospel                          8:1-3 
 Mark’s Gospel                         3:16-17 

• Are all the lists the same?  

the story
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Through the Season
Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can be 
used to help create a linking theme through the season. Display 
letters saying “#WORDOFWITNESS” at the front of the worship 
space with an image of a local river or place the letters around 
the font.

Gathering Activity
There is a theme of connections and networks running through 
today’s story. As people gather, try to encourage people who do 
not normally sit together to talk to each other and work out one 
connection between them. It may be a friend, an organisation, a 
sport, a book they have read. Once they have one, perhaps they 
can try another to show that really we are all connected in a 
plethora of imaginative ways.  

Call to Worship
Come and see. 
Come and dare. 
Come and believe. 
Come and trust. 
Come and listen. 
Come and wonder. 
Come and be transformed. 
Come and worship. 

Prayer of Dedication  
As we remember our baptism today, 
may we rededicate ourselves 
to ending your beloved children, 
knowing the love of God for us 
and sharing that in every corner of the world. 
Amen. 

All-Age Prayer
Andrew, Philip, John, Nathaniel 
Simon, Judas, Matthew, Thaddeus 
Nathan, Dylan, Declan, George, 
(insert names from your youth church here) 
all invited by Jesus to ‘Come and see!’ 
All called and sent to tell the world about Jesus, 
the Lamb of God.  
Amen. 

worship ideas
Prayers of Adoration and Confession
God who sees each one of us, 
and loves us 
before we have even begun to fulfil our potential, 
we praise you 
for who you are 
and who you enable us to be. 

Lord God, 
forgive us when we deny your image 
in ourselves or in others. 
Forgive us and make us more determined 
to look at one another with your eyes, 
eyes that love and heal and forgive 
as we are loved and healed and forgiven. 

May we each remember our baptism this morning. 

May we know your blessing 
resting on our lives this day 
and hear again your voice 
calling us your beloved children. 

And may we respond to your invitation 
to join your mission in the world.  
Amen.

Prayers for Others and Ourselves
God you look on us 
with eyes filled with love 
because you created us, 
each one unique, 
each with a special place 
and a particular purpose in the world.  

May we seek tirelessly 
to discover your will for us, 
to respond to your call, 
to take up that divine challenge 
which is ours alone. 

As we realise our purpose 
add our place in your creation, 
may we help others also to discover theirs. 

God, your will for all people is good, 
so help us to lift up those 
who have been trampled underfoot, 
those who have been forgotten, 
those despised by others, 
those left on the streets. 

Your will is that none of your children 
should be lost 
but that all be restored 
to newness of life. 

So, God, help us to do what it is you want us to do 
to complete that work until creation is restored 
and you are Lord of all. 
Amen.  
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Reflection
Less of a reflection but a way of connecting us all recognising 
we aren’t all that different and we are closely related to each 
other in a variety of different ways.  

Give everyone a small strip of cloth about the size of a book 
mark, preferably different colours. Invite people to turn to their 
neighbours and work out one thing they have in common. It 
may be a holiday destination, a common interest, a favourite 
hymn. 

When they have found that link then invite them to tie their 
strips of cloth together. It is a symbol of our connectedness. 
When Jesus sought his disciples they were not that removed 
from each other but shared common interests, were known to 
each other. The kingdom of God is like that as it connects and 
builds strong relationship with each other. 

The tied cloths give a visual representation of that truth.   

Take Home Ideas For The Week
New Year resolutions are much maligned because of our 
inability to stick to them, a week into a new year they may 
already be a distant memory. Instead of an unrealistic demand 
on ourselves, this week try to be very self-aware about your 
actions. Why are you doing what you are doing? Why are you 
saying what you are saying? And, more fundamentally, how is 
what I am doing and saying a witness to the love of God? 

Sending
We have come and seen,
yet there is still so much to come and see.

Send us out from here
to witness to what you are doing
in our community, 
in our home,
in our workplace,
in our world.

Praise/Hymns
Dear Lord and Father of mankind CH4 485 / MP 111

Fill the place Lord with your glory MP 145

Forth in thy name   CH4 592 / MP 159

Freely for the love he bears us MP 161 

Holy, holy, holy  CH4 769 

I heard the voice of Jesus say  CH4 540 / MP 275 

I love the name of Jesus  MP 285

I want to walk with Jesus Christ MP 302 

Jesus calls us  CH4 509 / MP 359 

Jesus Christ is waiting  CH4 360

Jesus Lamb of God have mercy on us MP 371 

Listen to the word  CH4 780 

Mark how the Lamb of God  CH4 629 

Sing of Andrew, John’s disciple  CH4 339 

When Jesus saw the fishermen  CH4 340 

Will you come and follow me?  CH4 535

Worthy is the Lamb MP 780 

You Lord, are both lamb and shepherd  CH4 355 
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age group ideas
gathering 
Introducing Me, Introducing You  all age
Ask the children to link up with a partner and then give them 
a couple of minutes to chat and find out something about the 
other person, such as favourite food, favourite colour, where 
they spent New Year’s Day, what they are looking forward to at 
school, nursery this term. Then get each pair to introduce their 
partner to the rest of the group, saying something like ‘This is 
Anna. Blue is her favourite colour and she went to her granny’s 
on New Year’s Day.’ Use this as a way into the story and the idea 
of people introducing their friends to Jesus.  

activities
Who Is From Here?  age 6-12

You will need: to do some research about your own local area to 
find out what good things or people come from your area.

‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth’ people asked about 
Jesus. 

• What about your own area? 

• What good came from it?

You could have famous singers, designers, inventors, heroes, 
athletes, inventions, for example. Or is your area famous for 
something: like a Forfar Bridie, Edinburgh Rock, Cornish Pastie, 
Arbroath Smoky, Aberdeenshire Buttery, Cullen Skink.

• How would you react if your friend at school became a very 
famous person or they amazed you with their talent or 
started teaching you ideas that you disagreed with?   

Names  all age
You will need: luggage tags, pen.

Ask the children if they know your name. Then ask them if they 
know all your names. You might also be known as Mum/Dad, 
Aunt/Uncle, or similar. Some people may call you by a nick 
name. Some of the children might have more than one name.  
(Ask the children if they have any nicknames.)   

In the story today we find out that Jesus had several different 
name tags. Write them each on a different tag. These are Lamb 
of God, Rabbi, Messiah. 

Simon’s name was changed to Cephas,  translated to Peter. 

• Do names really matter? 

• Do you and I just read the Bible and think the stories are 
interesting and words are good? 

• Do we truly recognise the person who is teaching us these 
things?   

games
Follow Me   age 3-5
Ask the children to find a space in the room and as you begin 
your walk around the room and pass each child say to them: 
NAME follow me, and at the next person NAME follow me, until 
all the children are following you as you zigzag around the 
room. Jesus asked some people to follow him and they did. You 
could finish your walk by leaving the children in a circle and 
then do some actions for the children to follow. 

Domino Falls   age 6-12
Start similarly to the Follow Me game above. Once everyone is 
following, walk the children into a straight line and ask them to 
turn side on all facing one direction, for example towards the 
window or door. Ask the children to stand shoulder to shoulder 
(they need to be close together) and then go down onto their 
right knee with their left foot still on the floor. Explain to the 
children that when we do not follow Jesus we fall by the way 
side. You then gently push over the first person in the line and 
you will see the whole line fall over like dominoes. We have 
tried this, it is a safe game!

Following Jesus  all age
You will need: paper puzzles such as the one provided on page 
113.

For this you will need some paper puzzles that require the 
children to follow a line from point A to point B or follow the 
paths through a maze. If we follow Jesus we are on the right 
road but we know when we have taken the wrong road and 
try to find the right one back. If you copy one such as the one 
found in the resources section so that everyone has a copy you 
could make it into a timed gamed. You may need easier puzzles 
for the younger children.   
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crafts
Badges  age 3-8

You will need: card in a variety of colours, template for badges 
(circle of about 5 cm diameter), scissors, felt tip pens, laminator, 
laminating pouches, sellotape, safety pins.

Alternatively if you have or can get access to a badge maker, use 
that.

Ask the children to choose a piece of card in a colour they like 
and then to draw round template and cut out circle. Ask the 
children to write their name and/or draw something they like 
onto the card and to colour it in with felt tip pens. Laminate 
the circles and cut them out. Give the children a safety pin each 
and help them to attach the safety pin onto the back of badge 
with sellotape. 

Talk to the children about the story and how people who knew 
each others names and were friends, introduced those friends 
to Jesus. Discuss with the children how important it is to get to 
know people’s names and make friends with them and ways we 
can show people who Jesus is by showing love to them. 

Hama Bead Coasters   age 9-12
You will need: hama beads (other similar beads are also 
available), boards for beads (small coaster size boards in a 
variety of shapes are best), greaseproof paper, iron.  

Give each child a bead board and ask them to fill it in with 
beads in a variety of colours. The children could choose to 
include their name or a picture of something they like in 
the design. Once the designs are complete an adult should 
carefully place a piece of greaseproof paper on top of the 
beads and go over them with a hot iron until the beads begin 
to melt and fuse together. When the paper has cooled, gently 
remove the paper. 

Talk to the children about the story and how people who knew 
each other’s names and were friends introduced those friends 
to Jesus. Discuss with the children how important it is to get to 
know people’s names and make friends with them and ways 
we can show people who Jesus is by showing love to them. 

Mega Name Chain all age 
You will need: coloured paper cut into strips (A4 sheet placed 
landscape should be cut into four strips, though if you have 
larger sheets of paper that would be even better), chunky 
crayons or markers, sellotape. 

Give each child a couple of strips of paper. Ask them to write 
their own name on one strip of paper, the name of someone 
they came to church with on another, the name of someone 
they have spoken to at church today on another, the name 
of someone they will see tomorrow at school on another. 
Then join the strips together like a Christmas paper chain 
decoration using the sellotape. See how big you can make the 
chain and hang it somewhere everyone can see it. 

Talk about the story and people introducing their friends to 
Jesus. Discuss with the children the people they meet during 
the week and adding their names to the chain. 
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Preparation
In the Activity/Discussion today there’s the chance to make a 
poster or an advert. If you choose the poster you will need art 
materials. If you choose the advert you will need paper and 
pens to write a script and a phone or camera onto which to film 
your advert. 

Opening Activity
First Encounters

• Where did you first meet each other? 

Try to remember your first encounters. 

• How did you end up in the same place at the same time? 

• Was someone else involved?

• How do you feel in new situations with people you do not 
know?

• What strategies do you use in those situations? 

The Word
Read John 1:35-51 together.  

Activity/Discussion
• Is there anything that surprises you about this story of 

Jesus meeting his disciples? 

• Is it how you imagined it happened? 

• Have you ever recommended something to one of your 
friends? 

• What was it? 

• Why did you tell them in particular about it? 

• Did they take up your recommendation? 

It seems as though Jesus gathers his disciples, at least these 
ones, through relationships. Andrew tells his brother, Simon.  
Philip tells his friend, Nathaniel, come and see!  

• Have you ever recommended Jesus to anyone? 

• How did it go? 

• If you haven’t, can you think why not?  

Make an advert for Jesus so other people would want to come 
and see. It could be a poster or a short film. 

• How would you get people excited about Jesus? 

• What would you say? 

• How would you describe him?   

Living It Out
• Who will you invite to come and see this week? 

discussion starters for teens
come and see
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The Moment Is Now

It is an interesting story to place so early in John’s gospel. 
It is the very first sign given by Jesus that things were hotting 
up and a new thing was beginning to happen. Yet the one 

who was the sign was reluctant to show himself as such. It is 
a sideways glance, perhaps, into Jesus’ humanity: wondering 
about himself as well as juggling to work out the right time. 

Of course, John refrains to speak of miracles. For John, all these 
activities of Jesus are ‘signs’ because, like a hand pointing 
in a particular direction, the sign points us to the one about 
whom this is all about. These ‘signs’ are not acts in and for 
themselves. That is like saying it is the hand that points that 
is the miracle. These signs point to what this all means and 
directly to the person that enfleshes that meaning. So it is more 
‘who’ than ‘what’, which is perhaps a lesson for the church to 
recognise itself simply as a sign pointing to something greater. 
When it locks itself into being its own meaning, it forgets what 
it is it is pointing towards. 

David Ewart says that discussing only the sign is like going to a 
fabulous restaurant and spending the evening talking about the 
menu instead of enjoying the feast. 

The idea that the wine ran out is an interesting insight into the 
social standing of the man whose wedding it was. Being a guest 
at a wedding, as Jesus and his disciples were, obliged you to 
bring wine as a gift. The fact the wine ran out shows either the 
guests have not brought what they were socially obliged to do 
or the host had precious few friends.  

And then there is Mary where we see her far more in charge 

than the imagined ‘meek and mild’ mother of Jesus. Mary will 
have been there to help serve as most of the women would 
have been. Jesus and the disciples would be there as guests so 
when you read about Mary directing the action this is not Mary 
discovering her Alpha personality but rather fulfilling her role 
to make sure the guests are well served and cared for.  

The reluctance of Jesus shows us a person perhaps not sure 
of what happens now. Often people are pushed towards the 
moment when life changes rather than make a decision that 
‘this is the time’. Many could sit around all their lives doing 
very little but here is one of the moments for Jesus where the 
time comes without his choosing and he hesitates. Perhaps he 
has imagined what this moment would look like and it is not 
working out that way. Perhaps he has been shying away. These 
images of a reluctant Messiah can be quite helpful in exploring 
and engaging with Jesus’ humanity and what it means to live 
faithfully when we wonder and question ourselves. 

The story saves the best wine till last. This is not what normally 
happens. Indeed the way to get people engaged and enthused 
at a concert, or to keep them reading a book or engage with 
a relationship is to play at least one ace at the beginning. But 
in our relationships in the church it is often a case of the best 
comes later. This is the natural pattern of faith. It is through 
the journey and the experience that comes from that faithful 
travelling where our relationships grow that our faith matures 
and develops. The wedding at Cana is a beginning story about 
nurturing and evolving. Such is the nature of faith. 

#wordofabundance
epiphany 2
sunday 14 january 2018

John 2:1-11
(Psalm 104:14-16)

#wordofabundance
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Cheers!
At the wedding, a conversation between the disciple Peter and 
an old friend. 

Hakim:  Peter, great to see you! 

Peter:  Hello Hakim, it’s been a while! I was looking out for 
you. Here, have a fresh glass of wine! 

Hakim:  Oh thanks! We’ll be onto the cheap stuff now, eh! 
Still, nothing like a wedding to bring old friends 
together again. Where have you been the last few 
days? I haven’t seen you with your boat. Is it true 
you’re on the road with a Rabbi? 

Peter:  Heard it from my mother-in-law, by any chance? Yep, 
changed days for me. Never saw myself as a disciple. 
But he’s an interesting man, Hakim, not your usual 
religious type at all. 

Hakim:  Well, I hope he’s unusual enough to cope with you! 
Maybe he’ll teach you to think before you open your 
big mouth, before you dive in.  

Peter:  Just like he’ll teach Andrew to be loudmouthed and 
impulsive?!  

Hakim:  Haha, always a smart comeback, yep, that’ll never 
change! So what does your wife make of it? And her 
good mother? 

Peter:   I’ll be home often enough. Maybe they’ll come with 
us occasionally. I don’t know yet, but I wouldn’t have 
left the boat except for Andrew persuading me. That 
counts a lot to the family. 

Hakim:  Busy day for them today! Here and there they go, 
with their plates of food and flagons for refills. 
Wonderful hospitality for the bride and groom! Your 
mother-in-law is well practised now. I remember all 
her fussing at your wedding! 

Peter:  Yes, she was brilliant! 

Hakim:  I see the carpenter’s wife from Nazareth is lending a 
hand too. Now what was I hearing about her son? Has 
he not caused a bit of a stir breaking with his father’s 
trade and turning to religion? 

Peter:  That’s him—the Rabbi I’m with—Mary’s son from 
Nazareth. 

Hakim:  Well, well. Unusual times. Let’s drink to that! Cheers! 

Peter:  Cheers! 

Hakim:  Goodness, what fine wine! How on earth… the best 
wine kept till now? 

Peter:   Like you said, Hakim, unusual times!  

the story
Retelling For Young People
Mary’s Wedding Tale

Have fun being a very lively and exuberant Mary telling her 
incredible tale! 

It was nearly the end of the wedding, 
nearly the end of the day, 
what a wonderful party! 
Everyone happy—hooray! 
I was pouring the drinks  
for all the guests, 
the bride and the groom 
and all the rest… 
when I suddenly saw—oh dear, oh no! 
There’s no wine left!  

No more wine! 
I was so upset, I froze! 
The bride and groom will be so embarrassed 
if anybody knows! 
So I whispered it to Jesus, 
“There’s no more wine! Oh please! 
The bride and groom will be so embarrassed 
if anybody sees.” 

It was nearly the end of the wedding, 
nearly the end of the day, 
what a wonderful party! 
Everyone happy—hooray! 
I was filling my jug  
from a water jar, 
for the bride and groom 
and our friends from afar… 
when I suddenly knew—what did Jesus do?! 
There’s new wine here!  

Lots more wine! 
I was so amazed, I froze! 
The bride and groom will be so excited 
when everybody knows! 
So I whispered it to Jesus, 
“Oh thank you!” and gave him a squeeze! 
The bride and groom will be so excited 
when everybody sees. 
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Through the Season
Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can 
be used to help create a linking theme through the season. 
Display letters saying “#WORDOFABUNDANCE” at the front of the 
worship space. Alongside this you could place a clear jug filled 
with water and a second jug filled with wine or red grape juice.

Gathering Activity
Invite people to decorate the worship space for a wedding. 
Provide white balloons, table decorations for the communion 
table, create place cards for each other, add some flowers down 
the aisle and so on.  

Call to Worship
Dearly beloved, 
we are gathered here today 
in Cana of Galilee 
to celebrate. 

Celebrate with a wedding party, 
the confetti has been flung, 
the wine is poured, 
the people are gathered, 
the wedding banquet is prepared 
and the feast is waiting, 
the music beginning. 

You are the honoured guests. 
Welcome to the wedding! 

Come and enjoy the wine 
before it runs out. 

All-Age Prayer
God, you love a good knees up, 
you can out party the best of us. 

Jesus showed us that it’s ok to have fun 
and to celebrate special occasions.  

Jesus also showed us to give of our best 
at all times, whatever the occasion. 

Help us not to hold back  
but to be bold and confident 
in all that we do for you. 

We are sorry for the times 
we refuse to share 
or those times when  
we hold back the best we have 
for ourselves. 
Forgive us, Lord. 

We want to do our best for you, 
but we need the help of your Spirit 
to guide us and keep us on  
the right path. 

Thank you for always giving your best for us. 
Amen.

worship ideas
Prayers of Adoration and Confession
God of celebration, 
we gather here in your presence, 
we come to offer our best to you, 
not our sense of duty, or rote words, 
but our whole selves. 

Creator of feasts and special occasions, 
we are glad to celebrate today, 
to remember all that you have done for us, 
and all that you continue to do, 
your generosity brims over 
into every aspect of our lives. 

Food and drink are essential  
to our wellness and wholeness 
but we need more than physical  
food and drink 
and you provide that for us  
in many different ways  
in our lives. 

Forgive us Lord, for those times 
when we are selfish and greedy, 
when we forget who gives us  
all that we have. 

Forgive us Lord, for those times 
when we ignore the needs of others, 
when we choose not to share 
all that we have. 

Remind us of your overflowing generosity 
and the generosity shown by your Son, Jesus, 
help us to follow in his footsteps, 
today and every day. 
Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
Generous God, 
faithful and wise, 
giver of all good gifts. 
Receive our gifts of money this day, 
take them and use them 
for the building of your kingdom 
at home and abroad. 
Amen.



66 spill the beans, issue 25

worship ideas
Prayers for Others and Ourselves
Generous God, 
your love knows no bounds, 
your compassion never fails, 
your grace is freely given 
to all who would receive it. 
Thank you. 

Thank you for the people 
who choose to give freely 
of their time, talents and money 
so that others may receive 
love, health, wholeness, 
justice, compassion and education. 

Thank you for the people 
who teach us to be more like Jesus, 
who show us, through their daily lives, 
a generosity that is for all people. 

In a world where consumerism is king, 
help us to turn things around 
and to focus on the we instead of the I. 

In a world that encourages us 
to take all we can and give nothing back, 
help us to turn things around 
and to focus on sharing rather than taking. 

In a world that demands our attention and time 
to divert us and distract us from you, 
help us to switch off and slow down 
so that we might pay more attention to you. 

In a world that often neglects the vulnerable, 
the lonely, the bereaved, the young, the old, the poor, 
help us to turn the tables and actively  
seek out the people who need us the most. 

May we learn to become generous 
with our time, our money and our talents, 
sharing our best with all people 
and giving our best each day. 
Amen.

Reflection
“My hour has not yet come, woman.” 

What a way to speak to your mother! 
But a mother knows her son. 
Mary knew that her boy would not disappoint. 
And she wasn’t wrong. 

Not just wine, but good wine. 
Not just enough, but an abundance. 
Not just a wedding, but a right hoolie. 

“My hour has not yet come”? 

Aye right! 

Hold onto your hat 
this harem skarem, 
helter skelter ride of a lifetime with Jesus 
Is about to begin 
and there’s no going back, 
no slowing up, 
it is a gallop 
through towns and villages, 
boats and bothies 
with high heid yins 
and country bumpkins, 
even the odd madman thrown in. 

Jesus is on the fast track, 
mobilising disciples as he goes: 
recruiting, training, modelling, equipping, 
with not a strategy paper in sight. 

“My time has not yet come”?  

Well it has now!  

Take Home Ideas
Find an excuse to celebrate this week by inviting friends and 
neighbours over for cake and something to drink. It you need 
an excuse you could simply say “because I haven’t seen you 
recently”, or “I just wanted to see you” or even “I was baking 
and thought of you”.  

Or get together with friends and organise as a celebration for 
others: refugees, people with memory loss, those you know are 
living alone. 

sunday 14 january 2018
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Sending 
The wine has been poured 
and we have seen the shape of grace, 
the abundance of grace, 
the generosity of grace. 

This is our God: 
and this is how our God lives. 

Let us join the feast, 
and continue the celebration.  

Praise/Hymns
Be still  CH4 189 / MP 50 

Christ be beside me  CH4 577  

Christ is our light  CH4 336 

Come on and celebrate  MP 99 

Focus my eyes on you   CH4 567 

For the beauty of the earth  CH4 181 / MP 152 

Give thanks   CH4 180 / MP 170 

God the Father of creation   CH4 113 

Grace is when God gives us  CH4 163 

In Cana at a wedding feast  online at
   http://www.carolynshymns.com/in_cana_at_a_wedding_feast.html 

Jesus calls us here to meet him  CH4 510 

Jesus hands were kind hands  CH4 351

Life for the poor (Jesus turned the water into wine)  ATAS 162  

Look forward in faith  CH4 237 

Lord you sometimes speak in wonders  CH4 606 

Love divine  CH4 519 / MP 449 

O, sing a new song to the Lord  CH4 61

Who spoke words of wisdom and life ATAS 275  

You are called to tell the story  CH4 680 

your notes

#wordofabundance

http://www.carolynshymns.com/in_cana_at_a_wedding_feast.html
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age group ideas
gathering 
Overflowing Abundance  all age

You will need: plastic wine glasses, water in jugs, newspaper.

Place the newspapers on a table and get the children to help 
you make a tower with the glasses. Pour water from the jug into 
the top glass until it is full and running over, keep pouring till 
you have a waterfall effect. Hopefully the layers of newspaper 
underneath will soak up most of the mess ! Use this as an 
introduction to this story about God’s overflowing abundance.

games
In A Rush For The Wedding  age 6-12

You will need: fun size chocolates, large trousers and dresses, 
hats. 

This game is a relay game, sometimes known as the ‘Mars Bar 
Game’. Organise the children into relay teams and have three 
stations where they have to stop. In relay, they run to each 
station. At the first station they have to stop and put on large 
trousers and a large dress. 

They run to the next stop and put on a hat and at the third stop 
they have to eat a piece of a Mars Bar or a fun size Mars Bar.

After they have eaten their Mars Bar they have to stop and 
take off the hat and then run to the next section and take off 
trousers and dress and then tag the next person in the team 
who then repeats the actions. The first team to finish is the 
winner.

Water, Water  age 6-12
You will need: either one very large water container (that can be 
sealed) or some large containers, plastic cups, mop and bucket.

The water containers that Jesus turned into wine were very big. 

For this game you will need either a very large watertight 
container (group game) or just large containers for team games.

Each child is given a plastic cup and they have to fill the 
container full of water. If you can use the kitchen this would 
be an ideal area. It can be a race either against time or each 
other to fill the container but the joy for the leaders is that the 
race does not stop there... they have to empty the containers 
the same way they filled them. Do not forget to have a mop and 
bucket handy.

 activities
Drama   age 6-12
This is a good story to act out. You could retell the story and ask 
the children to mime the story. If this is not suitable for your 
group you could ask the children to individually act out one of 
the people in the story and see if the children can guess who 
they are supposed to be. Follow this on by talking about the 
book of John and how he wanted his readers to see the signs of 
who Jesus was. 

• What signs do the children reveal about themselves? 

• Would people know that they are young Christians by the 
way they behave in school, at clubs, at home?

But Not Yet   age 6-12
Jesus, it seems, did not want his full identity to be known 
just yet. As an interesting activity/game that needs a bit of 
forethought, try asking the children each to do a particular task 
that will be required at some point during your time together 
and add “but not yet” to their instruction. It might be stacking 
the chairs (something to be done right at the end) or get the 
juice and snacks (for the middle of your time) or put the pens 
away or open the cupboard. Some actions might depend on 
someone doing something first, like opening the cupboard to 
put the pens away. 

At the end of your time together talk about how that worked. 
Did children keeping asking when they should carry out the 
task, did some forget, did some get confused? At the very end 
everyone could help to carry out what needs to be done.

Miraculous Wine   age 9-12
You will need: red wine, white wine, small off-cut of carpet.

Pour some red wine onto the carpet, letting it soak in. Then 
pour the white wine on top of it, noting how the colour of the 
red wine dilutes to almost nothing. Soak up the wine with a 
cloth, noticing how the stain has gone. See if the children can 
come up with other ideas for how to use wine: drinking, in 
sauces, in jelly, vinaigrettes, stews, and so on. If you happen to 
have a bottle of wine from the Holy Land you could bring it to 
show the children.
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Preparations For A Party   all age
You will need: invitation card, money, juice, various party food 
items, games, notes for game ideas.

Set a date in advance and inform the children they are to 
organise an event. This activity will need adjusted depending 
on the age range you are working with. On a table you could 
leave hints lying about: invitation card, money, juice, food, ideas 
for games. 

Ask the children who they would like to invite to their 
party. Make a list. Ask what they will need for a party. Add to a 
different list. Talk about the food and drink asking what type of 
food and drink and the quantity they will need. Discuss what 
precautions should they take for people with allergies. 

In the passage Jesus’ mother and Jesus get involved when they 
probably should not have done so. 

• Why did they do that do you think? 

• If you had a special gift or talent do you think your mum 
and dad would ask you to use it in public?

Wine Makers   all age
You will need: bunches of grapes, sieve, fork, container/jug, 
cups.

Give the children bunches of grapes and a sieve or a fork and 
let them crush their own grapes for in order to create their own 
grape drink. 

You could add in the old traditional of pouring water from a 
clear jug into a jug that is dark/opaque in colour into which you 
have put concentrated juice beforehand. After adding the water 
pour the juice out and surprise, surprise water is now turned 
into wine. 

Wine Tasters   all age
You will need: a variety of non-alcoholic wines/drinks, cups.

Let the children try the different drinks to see what they like 
best. Some fizzy grape juice like that made by Schloer could 
be your stand in for a wine. Let the children score each drink 
to see which they like best. Would that be the one they would 
want to have first or last?

crafts
Generous Gifts  age 3-5

You will need: paper lunch bags or small self coloured boxes, 
crayons, stickers, wrapped sweets.

Give each child a paper bag or box and ask them to decorate 
it with drawings, designs and stickers. Give each child a few 
wrapped sweets or other small gift to place inside their bag or 
box. 

Talk about the story and how the wine showed how special 
Jesus was and the generosity of God. Discuss with the children 
ways we can be generous and encourage them to think about 
who they will give their gift bag/box to.

Wine Goblets  age 6-8
You will need: plastic wine glasses, sticky gems, washi tape, 
sticky shapes.

Give each child a plastic wine glass and ask them to decorate it 
with materials provided.  

Talk about the story and how the best wine gave a clue to 
who Jesus was and to the generosity of God. Discuss with the 
children ways we can be generous to others.

Glass Painting  age 9-12
You will need: glass tumblers (you can buy plain new ones fairly 
cheaply), glass paints, fine paint brushes (using Sharpies or 
other pens suitable for glass is also possible and less messy), 
outline stickers, painting shirts or aprons.

Give each child a glass and ask them to decorate it using either 
paints or pens. If using paints it is best to wear some sort of 
protective clothing as this kind of paint will not wash out of 
clothes very easily. 

Outline stickers are useful because they provide a raised 
outline which the children can then colour in without colours 
bleeding into each other. 

Talk about the story and how the best wine gave a clue to 
who Jesus was and to the generosity of God. Discuss with the 
children ways we can be generous to others.

Party Invitations all age 
You will need: coloured card folded to make greetings cards, felt 
tip pens, stickers (party/celebration/wedding stickers would be 
good). 

Ask the children to make party invitations the using materials 
provided. Older children could help younger children 
Alternatively the children could work together to make a huge 
invitation to give to others in the congregation 

Use the Activity “Preparations For A Party” for ideas.   
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Preparation
You will need art materials as well as paper and pens today, 
and copies of the passage for everyone.  

Opening Activity
Make A Sign
Road signs tell what the road is like ahead or how we should 
drive, or warn of something we need to know about.

Try making some signs.

Use as a theme for this: what signs would point to God or what 
sign might tell people what God’s world should be like?

The Word
Read John 2:1-11 carefully. Take your time and encourage 
everyone to pay attention to the different people in the story 
and what they are doing.

Activity/Discussion
There is a lot going on in this story. This is Jesus’ first miracle in 
John’s Gospel, although the writer calls them ‘signs’ rather than 
miracles. John is making a case for Jesus being the Messiah. 

Make a list of all the characters and objects.  

• What is their part in the story? 

• What part does Mary play? 

• Why do you think Jesus does not want to get involved? 

• Do you think the other characters represent anything else? 

• What about the things in the story? 

• Why do you think Jesus uses the ceremonial water jugs? 
(each one is the size of a wheelie bin)  

• What might this transformation of water into wine tell us 
about God? 

• And what might it say about Jesus? 

Living It Out
What could you do or change this week that would bring God’s  
kingdom a little closer?  

discussion starters for teens
an abundant kingdom
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bible notes
God Unleashed

The first thing to notice, of course, about John’s retelling 
of the cleansing of the Temple is that it appears in the 
first few moments of the Gospel rather than being the 

action that decides Jesus’ arrest towards the end of the first 
three Gospels. 

As with last week, this is another sign that points beyond 
itself. The chronological placing of it is not so important. 
Rather it is the placing of it in the greater scheme of things.  

When Jesus arrives at the Temple, everything is as it normally 
would be. It is Passover festival time and therefore the city 
is busy and the Temple is at the centre of it all. Stalls are set 
up in order to enable pilgrims to pay their tax and make the 
required sacrifices. This is all quite normal.  

In the first three Gospels Jesus’ actions in the face of all of 
this focuses on the temple being a den of robbers; Jesus is 
complaining that people are being fleeced by those who are 
providing what the law requires by making something on the 
side for themselves.  

In John’s Gospel, however, the focus of the dispute is that 
Jesus finds the Temple has become a marketplace. But for 
the Temple to work properly, there has to be an exchange 
of goods; for someone to make a sacrifice, they needed the 
appropriate animal or grain and these animals and grain 
had to be pure and there was a price for ensuring that was 
the case. Indeed the Temple was all about sacrifice and the 
workings of a marketplace were a necessary adjunct to make 
sure the system kept ticking over. 

If Jesus isn’t arguing about being a den of robbers, but being 
a marketplace then Jesus is arguing against the whole Temple 
system root and branch. It is as if Jesus is saying that all that 
goes on there, the sacrifice and the system that is in place 
to support it is now irrelevant. Is the whole Temple now 
irrelevant? 

In a way, that is exactly what Jesus is saying. In the exchanges 
that follow Jesus is saying his body is now the Temple. If the 
Temple has been understood as the presence of God then 

Jesus is essentially the presence of God: right in front of you 
and without the attendant ritual and sacrifice. 

We become complacent about this easy presence but we 
ought not to. This is a remarkable claim that God is among 
us and is one of us. Given that this insight comes right at the 
beginning of John’s Gospel we know that the following pages 
will explore this idea and uncover God among us regularly: 
from Samaritan Women by the well to Lazarus coming out the 
tomb. 

As the idea grows that Jesus is now the Temple and is out 
and about and ‘ in our neighbourhood’ as Eugene Peterson 
famously paraphrased John, then God has suddenly become 
very public. There is no one place more holy than any other 
nor is God limited to one part of the day but is found in 
all parts. This is perhaps an insight for the church which 
finds herself in ever increasing denominations arguing over 
pinheads and falling numbers: we have essentially become a 
marketplace limiting ourselves to 57 varieties when in truth 
God is now more public than ever before and certainly not 
centred in any denomination or even the church as a whole.  

Given this insight then everything we do impacts our faith 
and our faith impacts everything we do because if God is not 
centred on any one place but everyplace, then how we live, 
give, speak, decide becomes the public place of encountering 
God. 

#wordofzealousness
epiphany 3
sunday 21 january 2018

John 2:13-25
(Psalm 125:13-25)

#wordofzealousness
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Hakim:  One crazed outburst from your Rabbi and you’re 
doubting the Temple? He’s meant to be bringing you 
closer to God, surely, not making you question how to 
get there! 

Peter:  Hakim, I’ve spent most days with Jesus since I saw 
you in Cana. He is not like any other teacher. Until a 
few weeks ago, my life was boats and nets and the 
sea, but I’ve heard a few Rabbis come and go with 
their preaching on the shore. I’ve questioned how I 
would ever get anywhere near God, and along comes 
this man of God and picks me out. Why would he do 
that? I’m no expert on the Temple and its ways. I’ve 
been up to the Passover a few times, and bought my 
doves and said my prayers and hoped it all matters…  

Hakim:  (interrupting) Of course it matters! You’ve always 
done the right thing, Peter. Now why did your Jesus 
cause a scene like this? What is he trying to do? 

Peter:   (struggling to find the words) I don’t know! But I 
know he’s good. I like him. He makes me laugh! And 
he doesn’t just talk, he lives it… there’s no hypocrisy 
in him. Maybe he is reckless… I want to stick around 
with him, that’s all I know. 

Hakim:  And what has he said about his tantrum in the 
Temple? Hasn’t he explained himself? 

Peter:   No… no, he hasn’t. I think he did it because he cares. 
I think he cares about something bigger than the 
trading, and the system, and all the things we get 
so concerned about. Bigger than the Temple itself, 
maybe. I think he’s waiting for us to work it out.  

Hakim:  What could be bigger than the Temple? The Temple is 
the presence of the Lord, Peter! 

Peter:   (pausing first and speaking slowly) I’m not so sure 
any more.  

Hakim:  (shaking his head, giving up) What has he done to 
you? You’ll find out what’s important in the end. 

Peter:   I’m sure I will. 

Reckless Rabbi?
A follow-on from last week’s dialogue between Peter and his old 
friend.

Hakim:  Loud-mouthed and impulsive. I see you’ve met your 
match. Your Rabbi Jesus is the talk of the town!  

Peter:  (silent, just letting out a sigh of agreement, nodding 
slowly.) 

Hakim:  (chuckling) So this is how he silences you! By going 
way beyond even your reckless style! 

Peter:    I don’t know that he was being reckless, exactly… 

Hakim:  So what was he being, exactly? 

Peter:  To be honest, Hakim, I’m not sure… we’re still getting 
to know him. 

Hakim:  Do you still want to stay with him? Be seen with him?  

Peter:   Yes! (thoughtfully) …I wish I’d stayed with him in the 
Temple. 

Hakim:  Well, I would have distanced myself too, nobody can 
blame you for that. 

Peter:   No, I mean before it happened. I wish I’d been with 
him. We’d only just got separated in the crowd. 

Hakim:  So what did you actually see? What happened? 

Peter:   I was close enough to hear him shouting. Then of 
course when the cattle started running, everyone was 
shouting. It was chaos after that.  

Hakim:  So what did he say? What did he think he was doing? 

Peter:  (emphatically) “Stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace…”  

Hakim:  (puzzled look, bewildered)  

Peter:  (getting more impassioned the more he thinks aloud) 
Think about it. He’s right. It is like a marketplace. 
The system’s gone mad. We’re so used to it, we 
can’t see it anymore. Where’s the focus? What are 
we concerned about when we get there? Have I got 
enough money? Which stall will I go to? Who does the 
fairest exchange? Are two doves really enough?  

Hakim:  What are you saying? Those are the right concerns if 
you want to come and worship. You can’t come into 
the presence of God any other way.  

Peter:   I’m not so sure any more. 

the story
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Through the Season 
Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can 
be used to help create a linking theme through the season. 
Display letters saying “#WORDOFZEALOUSNESS” at the front of 
the worship space. Alongside this you could place an upturned 
table with feathers, coins and baskets strewn about.

Gathering Activity
Invite people simply to wander round the worship space 
looking at the stained glass, furniture and all the trappings of 
the church with some music in the background. Invite them to 
reflect on what makes this place a holy, sacred place where we 
encounter God. 

Call to Worship
Dare we? 
Dare we worship? 
Dare we worship in this place, 
stripped of everything 
except that which makes it 
a place to encounter 
the God of the poor, 
of the oppressed, 
of the stranger? 
Dare we worship 
without the trappings of religion 
and meet the God of justice 
in this place of peace? 

worship ideas
All-Age Prayer
Parent God, 
we are made in your image, 
our bodies are amazing, 
they allow us to play 
instruments and computer games, 
they let us climb trees and kick footballs; 
our brains keep us alive 
by keeping us breathing, 
digesting our food 
and fighting off infections.  
Our bodies are your temple, 
for your spirit lives within us. 

We are sorry for the times 
when we use our bodies 
in ways that make you sad, 
when we eat too much rubbish, 
or when we use our bodies  
to hurt others, 
or use our words 
to make others cry. 
Forgive us Father. 

We want to be healthy and happy 
we want to make you proud of us, 
help us to be holy, 
to be kind and wise. 
Amen.  

Retelling For Young People
The Big Question
If you want to know God, 
do you have to be great? 
Do you have to be special 
to be Jesus’ mate? 

If ever you wonder 
what Jesus might say, 
he might give an answer 
in this kinda way… 

“You don’t have to be rich, 
you don’t have to have money, 
you don’t have to be clever, 
you don’t have to be funny… 

You don’t have to be tall, 
you don’t have to be old, 
you don’t need fancy clothes, 
or to wear rings of gold… 

You don’t have to be good, 
you don’t have to be right, 
you don’t have to be quiet, 
or nice and polite… 

You don’t have to come first, 
you don’t have to win, 
you don’t have to be gorgeous, 
you don’t have to be thin... 

You don’t have to be tidy, 
you don’t have to be clean, 
you don’t have to be famous, 
you don’t have to be seen… 

You don’t have to be the leader, 
you don’t have to be cool, 
you don’t have to do what you’re told, 
you don’t have to keep the rules... 

You just have to be YOU, 
you can come as you are, 
you don’t have to change anything, 
you’re already a star!   

You’re already perfect, 
you’re already fine, 
you’re already brilliant 
and God says, ‘You’re mine!’”
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worship ideas
Prayers of Adoration and Confession

With a nod to Robert Burn’s ‘Holy Willie’s Prayer’. 

Heavenly Father, 
ruler over all creation, 
who are we small beings, sinners all, 
to deserve your blessing and grace. 

Yet, here we are chosen 
by your great and ample grace. 
Pillars of your temple, 
straight and strong, 
a model for all your people. 

Lord, your know our temptations, 
you know our deepest thoughts, 
and we ask your help to resist all sin. 

O Lord, we do confess that  
we have failed you, 
in our words, our thoughts and our actions. 
Whenever we have chosen not 
to love, or be kind, or patient 
then we have failed you. 

Why do we suffer temptations, Lord? 
Is it to stop us from getting bold and brazen 
about how good we are 
and how much we are in need of you? 

Lord, we gather here 
a mixed bunch of believers, 
none of us perfect, 
all of us chosen by you. 

Lord, make us brave to face our 
own faults before trying to  
show others theirs. 

Lord, remind us we are  
part of a larger organisation 
and that each court of your church 
has its own part to play 
in spreading the gospel. 

Lord, you are the sole judge 
of all people, 
help us not to try and understand 
why some people do what they do 
but to trust in you and show them love 
and forgiveness. 

O Lord, we ask you to look  
upon each one of us in grace 
and keep us humble in our faith. 

For all the glory is yours, O Lord. 
Amen.  

Prayers for Others and Ourselves
Lord God, we thank you for the  
many places of worship around the world today. 
From ancient cathedrals to tiny island churches, 
from tin huts to newly built multi-purpose buildings.  

Thank you, Lord, for the creativity 
you have given us to design 
such amazing places where people  
can gather to worship you. 

Thank you that we have the freedom  
to go to a place of worship 
whenever we choose. 
We pray for the people who do not  
enjoy such freedom, 
who fear to worship in public, 
or who do not have a place to go. 

Thank you for the people 
who give of their time to  
maintain these buildings 
and look after them. 
We pray for churches 
who are struggling 
with financial or specialist 
difficulties and whose  
buildings are in need of  
expensive repairs and upkeep. 

Thank you for Jesus, 
who reminds us that our bodies 
are also temples, holy places. 
We pray for people 
who abuse their bodies 
due to addiction, 
for those whose bodies are 
abused by others, 
for those who have no money 
to pay for medicine 
and for those whose 
bodies are riddled  
with disease or chronic disability. 

Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayers this day, 
we wait patiently for your answers, 
and we humbly offer your our thanks. 
Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
Generous God, 
you have given us so much 
and we are grateful for it all. 
Accept our offerings this day, 
take them and use them  
for the growth of your kingdom. 

Remind us that all our gifts 
are to be offered to you, 
not just our money, 
our bodies are your temple, 
our lives are yours, 
and we rededicate ourselves to you this day. 
Amen. 

sunday 21 january 2018
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Reflection
Gossiping the Gospel

The doos on the temple tower. Molly and Jan and the cleansing 
of the temple with a distinctly Scottish voice. 

Jan: Eeh, Molly, did ye see the state o’ they white doves 
when they bailed it oot o’ the temple the day? 

Molly: Aye, Jan, they’re usually that stuck up and well turned 
oot—but yon Jinty looked as though she’d been 
dragged through a hedge, feathers a’ awry, smudges 
on her breestie, she looked as if she got a richt fright! 

Jan: Oh aye, Sadie’s cousin’s bidie-in telt Shug’s mate 
Erchie that it looked as if a cat had got in wi’ a’ the 
doos—feathers fleein’ everywhere, and the racket o’ 
a’ the squawkin’, no tae mention the mess they left 
behin them—this mad lookin’ rabbi evidently took 
a wee hissy fit, cowped a’ the tables, opened a’ the 
cages and chased men, women and beasts for their 
lives—mutterin’ somethin’ aboot his faither’s hoose. 
Well let me tell ye Molly, I kent his faither! 

  Don’t know whit got intae him or whit he wis up tae 
but in ten minutes he managed to tear doon empires 
that huv been goin’ on for years. Auld faither Cohen 
has had that wee corner stall since his faither left 
it tae him when that mule put paid tae his dancin’ 
days. 

Molly: Aye Jan, I wunner whit it wis a’ aboot? Whit got intae 
him? I mean, I know it’s like runnin’ the gauntlet 
every time ye try and get tae the priest—no’ that 
us wimmen are allowed that close anyway—an’ ye 
always leave the temple wae an empty purse, but 
that’s jist the way it is and has been fer years. Ye can 
like it or lump it. 

Jan: Ay, Molly, but Erchie’s big son’s puttin’ aboot this 
notion that it wisnae aboot the temple at a’—that 
the mad rabbi wis makin’ a point aboot how fowk 
pit upon ane anither an’ hiv loast sicht o’ whits 
important: daein tae ithers whit ye’d want them tae 
dae to you. He says that we shouldnae be chargin’ 
fowk tae get tae God: that God’s fer everybody, 
withoot exception. 

 He says the rabbi was sae mad because the temple’s 
jist goin’ the way o’ the world. 

Molly: Aye Jan, anither conspiracy theory. Never mind that, 
ye don’t show yer emotions in the temple, ye put up 
and shut up. That rabbi’s jist upset the apple cart big 
time. 

Jan: Apple cart, Molly? Ah didnae know they were sellin’ 
apples as well noo doon the temple. 

Molly: Aw Jan, I dinnae mean ‘apples’ apples! I mean the 
whole barrel, everythin’s upended noo. 

Jan: Aye, yer right there Molly. Upended it is. 

 We might never get it back to how it wis. 

 But that widnae be a bad thing. Aye, no’ a bad thing 
at a’.

Take Home Ideas
Together in a family or with friends read some Burns poems 
especially ‘A Man’s a Man’ and reflect on the kind of world 
Burns spoke of and how similar or otherwise it is to Jesus’ 
vision of the kingdom. 

Sending 
Let us leave behind that which tarnishes, 
oppresses 
and limits our relationship with God; 
and take with us the hope, 
the peace, 
the justice 
that opens God to others. 

Praise/Hymns
All my hope on God is founded    CH4 192 / MP 16 

All people that on earth do dwell  CH4 63 / MP 20 

Beauty for brokenness   CH4 259 / MP 806 

Christ is made the sure foundation  CH4 200 / MP 73 

Courage, brother! Do not stumble  CH4 513 

For everyone born a place at the table  CH4 685 

Great God your love has called us here   CH4 484 

I am the church, you are the church   CH4 204 

Jesus Christ is waiting   CH4 360 

Jubilate everybody  CH4 65 / MP 394 

Let us build a house   CH4 198 

Make way, make way  CH4 279 / MP 457 

One more step along the world I go  CH4 530 

Teach me to dance  MP 936 

The church is wherever  CH4 522  

When Christ went to the temple  online at
 http://www.carolynshymns.com/when_christ_went_to_the_temple.html 

#wordofzealousness

http://www.carolynshymns.com/when_christ_went_to_the_temple.html
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age group ideas
gathering 
Clearing Out  all age

You will need: a big box full of ‘stuff’ (such as odd glove, duster, 
stubby pencil, colouring in book with only a few pages left to 
colour, books, diary for 2017, duster, toy animals).

Get the children to empty items out of box and to have a quick 
look at them. Encourage the children to discuss which items 
they would clear out or throw away and which they would put 
back into the box to keep and why they would want to throw 
away or keep particular items. Use this as a way into the story. 

games 

Pleat It   age 6-12 
You will need: three different coloured strips of ribbon or wool, 
(optionally rope).

This game can be made into a competition. Give each child 
three different coloured strips of ribbon or wool. Show them 
how to make a pleat and then give them three minutes to make 
a pleat. If you have long, thick rope split the children into teams 
and give them three ropes each which they are to jump over as 
they make a large pleat with the ropes.   

Clear It  age 6-12 
You will need: long piece of rope.

Jesus cleared the temple using a whip made out of cord. Using 
a long rope instead have the ‘IT’ person in the middle of the 
room. They swing the rope round and round at a very low level 
and the rest of the children try to jump over it when it gets near 
them. The rope holder is trying to keep his space clear. 

 

activities
Cattle, Sheep and Doves   age 3-5

You will need: images or toys of the animals mentioned in 
today’s Bible passage (cattle, sheep, doves).

Ask the children:

• Do you know what each animal is? 

• What noise does it make? 

• Where does it live? 

• Who looks after these types of animals? 

• What animals are allowed in their church if any? 

Crowd Control   age 6-12
You will need: a whip, funeral director’s wand (the stick they 
carry at the front of a funeral cortege) or images of them or 
make your own.

Talk about what whips are made from and what harm whips can 
do to the body. Some of the older children may have seen the 
Hunger Games films where one of the characters is whipped 
and many will know that Jesus was whipped also. Show the 
children the funeral director’s wand (the history behind that 
was that it was used many years ago by the funeral director 
who walked in front of funeral to ward off body snatchers, 
so that they could force people away. What type of crowd 
controlling methods do the children know of today? What is 
good or bad about these forms?

Temple Marketplace   age 6-12
You will need: five tables (cows/oxen, sheep, dove/pigeon, 
money, bible) with different prices on each table (for example 2 
coins for a bird, 4 coins for a sheep, 5 coins for a cow, 4 coins to 
exchange money), foreign and your own denomination coins.

At the top of your room have it separated evenly with a row of 
chairs and a table with a bible on it against the wall. Give out 
coins to the children and leave one or two children with no 
coins and give others foreign coins that need to be exchanged.  
The children need to either change their foreign money to buy 
an animal or go straight to buying an animal to get through to 
the temple area you have set up while others with no coins or 
not enough coins cannot get in—an unfair system. Jesus shows 
that all can worship God, you do not need to offer up anything.  

Worship God   age 6-12
You will need: copies of the activity sheet available on page 114, 
pens.

Some people in Jesus’ time found themselves unable to 
worship God at their Temple because of cost of having to offer 
up sacrifices to worship God. See if the children can come up 
with their own thoughts of things that might stop people from 
worshipping God today.

sunday 21 january 2018



  advent, christmas, epiphany 2017-2018 77

#wordofzealousness

crafts
Coin People  age 3-5

You will need: you will need to prepare some large coin shapes, 
using card. Draw and cut out circles, hexagons or other shapes 
to represent 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p, 50p, £1, £2 coins (or those 
denominations used in your country). Smallest shape should 
be about 3 cm in diameter. For the children you will need dark 
coloured card, crayons or coloured pencils, glue sticks, sticky 
shapes.

Ask the children to stick a variety of the card coin shapes 
onto the dark card to make a person. Ask the children to draw 
features/clothes on the person using crayons/pencils and 
sticky shapes. 

Talk about the story and how Jesus was sad and angry that 
some people were not being allowed to worship God in the 
Temple because others stopped them because they did not 
have enough money. Talk about how God welcomes everyone 
and wants every person to be able to come to worship God and 
how much money they have is not important to God.

Miniature Tables  age 6-8
You will need: lollipop sticks, PVA glue, glue spreaders, small 
corks.

You should prepare an example of this craft beforehand to 
show the children so that you know exactly how many lollipop 
sticks are needed. 

It is likely that you will need about 10–12 sticks per child but it 
could vary slightly depending on the width of the sticks. Give 
each child the appropriate number of  lollipop sticks. Ask the 
children to lay two lollipop sticks aside. 

Ask the children to lay the remaining lollipop sticks side by side 
on a flat surface vertically. Ask the children to put glue on one 
side of each of the remaining two sticks and to place one stick, 
glued side facing down, horizontally across the other sticks 
about 2 cm from the top edge and the other about 2 cm from 
the bottom edge. This should join the sticks together, a bit like 
a gate. 

Glue corks onto the horizontal sticks at the corners to make 
legs for the table. The height of the corks will determine 
whether more than one cork is need for each leg or whether 
two corks have to be glued together to make each leg. Leave 
them upside down to allow the glue to dry. It might be better if 
the children collect these miniature tables the following week. 

Talk about the story and how Jesus overturned tables because 
deals were being done at the tables which meant that some 
people were not able to go to the Temple to worship God. 
Talk about how  that is not God’s way but that God welcomes 
everyone to worship.  

More Miniature Tables   age 9-12
You will need: as with the previous craft, Sharpie permanent ink 
pens.  

Use the same method as with the previous craft ‘Miniature 
Tables’, but extend the craft by asking the children to write 
on the lollipop sticks before any glueing takes place. Ask the 
children to write words which describe barriers people might 
experience today (for example, too old, too young, from a 
different area, from a different country). The side with the 
words should go face down onto the flat working surface so 
that when miniature table is assembled, the words are visible. 

You can extend the discussion to focus on the words the 
children have written and to think about how / if those 
situations apply in a church setting.   

Money Biscuits all age 
You will need: digestive biscuits, icing (icing sugar and water 
made up to spreadable consistency divided up into small bowls 
so that each child has easy access to icing), plastic knives, 
spoons, paper plates, icing pens, sprinkles, wet wipes. 

Give each child a paper plate and a couple of digestive biscuits. 
Ask the children to ice one side of  the biscuits using white icing 
and then to decorate using icing pens and sprinkles, so that 
design looks like money. Wipe hands clean with wet wipes. 

Discuss with the children what sort of things we need money 
for. Talk about how sometimes money is used for the wrong 
things. Talk about the story and how money was used and 
made so important that some people found it hard to come to 
worship God. Discuss with the children ways we can use money 
to help other people.
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Preparation
The Bible Notes will help for the discussion today. This is 
a passage that appears in the other Gospels, but in a very 
different way.  

Opening Activity
What Would I Grab?
If you had to leave your house quickly, think about what you 
would grab. You can choose 3 things. 

Why would you take those things? 

The Word
Read John 2:13-20 & 23 together. 

Activity/Discussion
• How does this story make you feel about Jesus? 

It’s certainly not the usual image we see of him as a mild-
mannered man. 

• Does it make you think differently about him?   

• What do you think is going on here? 

• Why do you think Jesus is so upset? 

• People need to be able to buy animals so they can offer 
their sacrifice at the Temple, so what’s the problem? 

• Would giving up the things you chose to save from your 
house be a sacrifice? 

Perhaps that is Jesus’ point. That the people are just buying an 
animal. There is no real hardship or gift to God involved. It is 
just like buying something from a shop. 

Now read John 2:21-25. John’s Gospel is full of commentary and 
explanation, much more than the others.  

• Does this little bit of explanation help? 

• How does it make you feel to hear that Jesus knows what is 
in each of us? 

• Why do you think John tells us this after this story?  

• Is it to encourage us to live a different kind of life?    

Living It Out
• What do you do differently because you follow Jesus? 

discussion starters for teens
overturning the tables
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bible notes
Born Again Into The Light

‘You must be born again’. It is impossible for anyone 
now to hear these words as they were originally spoken 
by Jesus or heard by Nicodemus, the Jewish leader 

who sought Jesus out under cover of darkness, embarrassed 
or fearful of others knowing about his interest in the new 
teaching. 

For many of us, they conjure up images of an elderly man in 
sandwich boards proclaiming a call to repentance while his 
helpers hand out tracts to reluctant shoppers. We have all met 
people who have no qualms about describing themselves as 
‘born-again Christians’, with all that implies about others being 
of lesser status, or not real Christians at all. 

Can we do anything to liberate this remarkable concept from all 
the extra assumptions that have attached themselves to it over 
the centuries, like barnacles on a ship’s hull? 

The story is told to expound some of the grand themes that are 
never far from the surface in John’s gospel: light and darkness; 
life and death; seeing and not seeing; the identity of Jesus and 
the unpredictable movement of the Spirit. Nevertheless, it is 
also the story of one person and his quest for truth: Jesus’ 
response is tailored to Nicodemus’ statement, with its implied 
question, “Have you really come from God? Can we trust what 
you say?” 

Underneath all the complicated theology is the simple yet 
profound statement at the very heart of the Christian gospel: 
“God loved the world so much that he gave....” The initiative 
comes from God, the motivation is love, and the intention is not 
to condemn but to rescue. How ironic and how sad that words 
designed to open up the possibility of life and freedom for all, 
have been used to exclude those who cannot give assent to a 
particular formula of belief or who have not had a particular 
type of conversion experience. Where in all of this is there 
space for the wild, free Spirit of God to “blow where it chooses”, 
bringing life to those who least expect or deserve it? 

The good news in this story is that a fresh start is always 
possible, no matter how old we are or how set in our ways; the 
tricky bit is having to let go of all that is safe and familiar in 

order to benefit from the complete ‘system reboot’ that God’s 
spirit wants to accomplish in us... not just once, but whenever 
we get clogged up with so much religious certainty that we 
lose sight of what really matters: turning to the light again and 
again in a continuous process of spiritual heliotropism (look it 
up!), like sunflowers facing the sun as it rises in the east, and 
following it all the way round until it sets in the west. 

In an age where religion is too often identified with narrow 
extremism and violence, it is small wonder that many, like 
Nicodemus, are reluctant to admit to an interest in matters of 
faith. In a world dominated by division and fear, we need more 
than ever to be brave enough to come out into the light, joining 
people of all faiths and of none who ‘do what is true’, a sure 
sign of God’s presence with them. 

#wordofwisdom
epiphany 4
sunday 28 january 2018

John 3:1-21
(Psalm 139:13-18)

#wordofwisdom
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Undercover Chat
Nicodemus is quizzed by a friend.  

Lucas:  Did you find him? 

Nicodemus:  Find who? 

Lucas:  Jesus. 

Nicodemus:  How did you know…? 

Lucas:  I didn’t, I was just hoping… 

Nicodemus:  Hoping?  

Lucas:  I was hoping you would find a way to meet him. You 
went after dark, didn’t you? Smart choice. 

Nicodemus:  You wanted to meet him too? You kept your secret 
better than I did! 

Lucas:  I only suspected because I share your desire. What 
did you ask him? What did you make of him? 

Nicodemus:  (wistfully) He showed me how little I know… how 
little I see… how little I understand… 

Lucas:  How could he say that? You’re a teacher of Israel! 

Nicodemus:  That’s just what he said! “You’re a teacher of Israel… 
yet you don’t understand the ways of God…” 

Lucas:  Can he be trusted? Was he trying to put himself 
above you? 

Nicodemus:  Above me, no, but beyond me, yes… He’s far beyond 
me – he knows more, he understands more, he is 
more… 

Lucas:  We can trust him, then? 

Nicodemus:  Can you trust that you need to be born from above? 
Born of the Spirit? Can you trust that all love and 
truth and light are the presence of God? Can you 
trust that even as a grown man, you’ll only truly see 
God when you look with the mind of a child…? 

Lucas:  (bemused and not getting it) Is that what he said?  

Nicodemus:  That’s what I think he said… some of it, anyway… 
some of what I grasped… 

Lucas:  Do you believe it? 

Nicodemus: He asked me that too! Or rather, if I can’t grasp it, if I 
don’t believe it when he talks of earthly things, how 
will I believe when he speaks of heavenly things… 

Lucas:  How can he speak like this! 

Nicodemus:  Yes, how can he?! I asked him that: “How can you 
say that a grown man can be born again?” And he 
said I shouldn’t be so surprised. I shouldn’t be so 
surprised… 

Lucas:  What will you do now? 

Nicodemus:  Keep an eye on him. Keep an ear to the ground. See 
what he does next… 

Lucas:  What do you think he’ll do next? 

Nicodemus:  Who knows? (almost to himself) The wind blows 
where it chooses… 

Lucas:  What? 

Nicodemus:  Oh, just something else he said…  

Retelling For Young People
Nicodemus
When Jesus was alive a long time ago, people often wanted 
to ask him questions. Who are you? How can you make sick 
people get better? Will you help me please? How many times 
should I forgive someone who hurts me? People came up and 
asked questions in the street. People asked questions when 
they had dinner with Jesus. People asked questions when they 
heard the stories Jesus told. People asked questions when 
they saw Jesus healing people who were blind or deaf.  

There was a man called Nicodemus who met Jesus and 
wanted to ask him some questions. He wanted the chance to 
sit down and talk to Jesus. Most of all, he wanted to find out 
if Jesus was a good person. Can I trust you, Jesus? Have you 
really come from God? That’s what Nicodemus wanted to ask. 

But for a long time, he kept his questions quiet and asked 
nothing. Nicodemus was scared to walk up to Jesus in the 
street or at dinner or when there was a crowd of people 
listening. But Nicodemus still had his questions. Can I trust 
you, Jesus? Have you really come from God? 

Eventually Nicodemus had an idea! He had noticed that 
sometimes, at night time, when everyone was going to bed, 
Jesus would go off by himself for a while. He would go to a 
quiet place away from the town, sometimes a field, sometimes 
a hillside, sometimes beside the lake. I think Jesus prays a lot 
when he’s alone, Nicodemus thought, but maybe one night I 
could follow him and talk to him when no-one else is there.  

So, Nicodemus waited and watched, with his questions and 
his wondering about Jesus. 

One night, Jesus slipped out of the house he was staying in, 
and walked off to the lakeside. He thought he was all alone, 
but Nicodemus saw him go, and quietly made his way after 
Jesus, catching up with him by the side of the lake. At last he 
has the chance to talk to Jesus when nobody else was there. 
At last he could ask all the questions he wanted to ask. Can I 
trust you, Jesus? Have you really come from God? 

And Jesus had lots of questions for Nicodemus too! They 
talked for a long time. Jesus was quite happy to hear 
everything that Nicodemus wanted to say. He didn’t mind at 
all that Nicodemus had wanted to wait until they was nobody 
else there listening while they talked and talked. 

Questions and answers and questions with no answers! 
By the time Nicodemus went home to bed, he had lots 
more questions! But somehow he knew that one of his big 
questions had been answered… 

Can I trust you, Jesus? Yes, thought Nicodemus, I can trust 
Jesus, he’s a good person and he comes from God. But there 
are still so many things I want to ask! 

If you wish, follow up the story by asking the children:

• Have you ever felt like Nicodemus? 

• What would you ask Jesus? 

• What is it like to know you can trust someone? 

• What big questions do you wonder about?  

the story
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Through the Season
Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can 
be used to help create a linking theme through the season. 
Display letters saying “#WORDOFWISDOM” at the front of the 
worship space. Alongside this you could place a lamp with a 
bulb exposed and a pile of reference books including a copy of 
the Bible.

Gathering Activity
Invite people to take a sheet of paper and write one of the big 
questions they have always wondered about. This may become 
the basis of a series of services at some time, perhaps of an 
evening or through Lent. Questions shape our faith rather than 
our certainties so invite people to be quite honest. 

Call to Worship
Let us gather 
and turn, 
turn towards the light. 

Let us gather 
and turn, 
turn towards each other. 

Let us gather 
and turn, 
turn towards God. 

And be reborn, 
renewed, 
renamed, 
as God’s children. 

Prayer of Dedication 
Light of the world, 
shine upon us this day, 
renew our commitment 
to being light bearers. 
Receive our offerings 
which the church will use 
to continue to spread your light 
here at home 
and further afield. 
Amen.

worship ideas
Prayers of Adoration and Confession
Holy God, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
you sent your Son, Jesus, 
into the world 
to reveal the true light, 
the true way, 
for us to be saved. 

For centuries the church  
has tried to filter your light 
through different lenses, 
through different traditions, 
through different understandings 
of what it means to be saved. 

Times and understandings  
have changed 
and yet still the church 
does not always 
find ways to shine your light 
in ways that help others to know you. 

Forgive us Lord, 
we are fickle people, 
slow to learn 
and even slower to change, 
help us turn back to the light 
that shines in Jesus, 
that guides our way. 

Forgive us Lord, 
for hiding the light 
in doctrine and theology 
and failing to let the light 
shine brightly 
for all people. 

Lord, help us to choose 
to follow the light  
wherever it may lead us, 
and to share the light 
with all people. 
So be it. 
Amen.
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worship ideas
All-Age Prayer
Parent God, 
we are glad to be here today, 
to be called your children, 
to know you 
by all that your Son, Jesus 
has done for us. 

God, you provide all 
that we need each day, 
the light of your word, 
and fellow Christians 
to reveal your way.  

Each new day 
is a fresh start with you, 
a reboot, 
with upgrades available  
when we need them. 

Your light is revealed 
in words and actions, 
in people and places, 
there is nowhere 
that your light 
is not present. 

We admit that  
there are times 
when we prefer  
to switch off the light 
and live in darkness, 
selfish and lazy, 
choosing our own way 
instead of your way. 

Forgive us Lord, 
and help us 
to turn the light back on. 

May your light shine 
brightly in our world 
and may people 
everywhere choose  
to turn and embrace it 
as we have. 
Amen. 

Prayers for Others and Ourselves
Lord, the light of your love 
shines brightly still in the world today, 
shining into the darkest places 
and bringing your love where  
it is sorely needed. 

People use the darkness 
to create fear and confusion, 
to cause mischief and trouble. 
Lord, may your light shine 
into their darkness  
and reveal its falseness. 

People hide in the dark 
because they are afraid 
and because they are not safe 
to live in the light. 
Lord, may your light shine 
into their darkness 
and bring comfort. 

People manipulate your light 
to control and gain power. 
Lord, may your true light shine 
into their darkness 
and reveal their true nature. 

Lord, may your light 
shine brightly 
for all to see 
and turn to. 

May we be light bearers 
in a world that loves darkness 
and be bold and brave 
in shining your light 
wherever it is needed. 
Amen. 
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Reflective Prayer 
May we shape the questions 
that speak of God, 
that journey into love, 
that shifts Jesus 
closer. 

May we shape the questions 
that open up God 
more than we have known, 
daring God to be more 
than our creedal formulations. 

May we shape the questions 
that reveal Jesus 
as more than a saviour 
and closer to our companion on the way. 

May we shape the questions 
that speak of spirit 
more than ‘he’ or ‘she’ 
and finds the energy of imagination and creativity. 

May we shape the questions 
that dare our faith 
to grow 
and let go
of our limited, human version of God
that those who possess worldly power 
dare us not to change.
Amen.

Reflection
It is at dark when the question is posed. 

How often the darkness seems to deepen the questions.  
Maybe in the dying of the light  
the glory is stripped away 
and the more honest darkness 
reveals who we are 
and the questions rise 
more profoundly in this rawness.  

Maybe this is the place where we live: 
hidden in the shade,  
in the shadows with our anxieties, 
our half-truths, 
our worries, 
and lack of faith. 

Under darkness, Nicodemus arrives,  
uncomfortably.  
Under darkness, a motif for his journey?  
A question of faith in a man of faith?  
An ambition for newness in a religion of traditions? 

Frightened by what is happening to his soul,  
unexpectedly  
he seeks the light  
and finds Jesus,  
not with an answer,  
but with a way.  

Take Home Ideas
Buy a puzzle book or download some quizzes from the internet 
to try with group of friends or family members. Nicodemus 
asking questions shaped his faith. This might be a light-hearted 
way to begin a faith discussion especially with those who do 
not regularly go to church.  

Sending 
May the journeys you take this week 
open up new questions 
and places of wonder 
where you meet God 
in word and spirit 
and find hope reborn in your living.  

Praise/Hymns
Be still and know that I am God CH4 755 / MP 48 

Breathe on me breath of God  CH4 596 / MP 67 

Brother, sister, let me serve you  CH4 694 

Christ’s is the world  CH4 724 

Come and find the quiet centre  CH4 716 

Courage brother, do not stumble  CH4 513 

Do we ask the questions see page 115

Focus my eyes on you, O Lord  CH4 467 

Grace is when God gives us  CH4 163 

If you believe and I believe  CH4 771 

Jesus puts this song into our hearts  CH4 692 / MP 376 

Lord of life, we come to you  CH4 782 

Nicodemus sought you out  online at
 http://www.carolynshymns.com/nicodemus_sought_out_jesus.html 

Praise my soul, the king of heaven  CH4 160 / MP 560 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God  CH4 641 / MP 590 

We cannot measure how you heal  CH4 718 

What kind of love is this  MP 750 

When we are living, we are in the Lord  CH4 726 

Will you come and follow me  CH4 533 

http://www.carolynshymns.com/nicodemus_sought_out_jesus.html


84 spill the beans, issue 25

sunday 28 january 2018

age group ideas
gathering 
In The Light  all age

You will need: create a challenging obstacle course, blindfolds.

Put the children into pairs with one blindfolded and the other 
leading the blindfolded person around the course. Change over 
and let the guide become the blindfolded person. Then let both 
people go through the course with no blindfold and no guide.  

Talk about how much easier it is to avoid the obstacles when 
we are in the light and able to see where we are going. Talk 
about how it was a little easier with a guide when blindfolded 
and how difficult it might be to go alone through the course 
when blindfolded and all is dark and use this as a way into the 
story of Nicodemus.

games
Centred On God  age 3-5

You will need: the word ‘GOD’ in large print on a wall, blindfold, 
picture of Jesus with BluTac on its back.

A version of the traditional game of doing something unseen 
known as ‘Pin the tail on the donkey’. One by one the children 
are blindfolded and asked to place the image of Jesus in the 
centre of the letter ‘O’ in GOD. 

In the bible story and even today some people do not know 
who Jesus is, so Jesus when placed on the word God comes 
from God.  

Blind Man’s Bluff   age 6-12
You will need: blindfold.

The ‘IT’ person is blindfolded and then tries to tag another 
person. If they manage, they then switch places with the tagged 
person who then dons the blindfold.

It is not until the blindfold is removed that we can see clearly 
where people are and who the person is they have caught. It is 
not until we follow Jesus that we realise how different our lives 
can be.

In The Wind   all age
You will need: anything that can float in the air (balloons, 
feathers, tissue paper).

Split the children into pairs or small groups and throw the 
object into the air instructing the children to keep it afloat by 
blowing on it. 

Controlling the item will no doubt be difficult for it is hard to 
know where it is going. Sometimes the Holy Spirit is like that 
with, we do not know where it is leading us.

activities
Fresh Start  age  6-12

You will need: postcards with the following words written on 
them: selfish, greedy, bully, rude, angry and cheeky and others 
that you may want to use for your own group. Emoticons would 
be good for this activity also. 

Give each person a card. If you do not have enough let children 
work in pairs. The cards show negative thoughts and actions.  
Ask the children have they ever been in any of these moods/
situations and how it felt.  What would be their response if they 
were angry (to lift their hands, to shout, to go quiet and so on).   

No matter our age we can always start afresh by listening to 
what Jesus has to say.

Goodness And Light  age 6-12
You will need: paper and pens.

Ask the children to write down (as thou they were posting 
something on social media) or use images (emoticons) 
onto the paper using only good messages of support and 
encouragement. You may wish to give them a made-up scenario 
suitable for your situation to help them think this through.  

We are told to share the Good News of Christ and this can be 
done through encouraging and supporting others.

Into The Light  age 9-12
You will need: cards from the Fresh Start activity.

In our world today many people live in fear and hatred and it 
is hidden in the dark because people do not want to talk about 
it. What kind of things are hidden from young people today?  
Problems with social media, death, hunger, abuse are hidden 
from many people.   

If you feel comfortable talking to your older children about 
some of these subjects discuss the fact it is better to bring 
things out into the open and into the light.  It may not be for 
them but it may help others.

What Do You See?  all age
You will need: images or items that give you light (torch, sun, 
flash, candle, and so on), images or items that speak of life and 
death (for example flower/dead flower, crops/dead crops, fish 
in water/fish out of water), a mugs that is dark and then when 
hot liquid is poured in reveals an image, images that speak of 
seeing and not seeing (words written on paper/blackened out 
words on paper, wind represented by bubbles or electric fan).

Go through each of the items for your age related groups 
discussing the differences/similarities and then lead onto to 
talking about our faith.   

We do not see the Holy Spirit but as people of faith we believe 
it is there and no matter our age we can listen to what Jesus 
has told us to be better people. For the older children, lead 
onto talking about their true identity. Are they hiding their true 
feelings and thoughts or are they who they say they are?  
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crafts
Night Time Visit  age 3-5

You will need: black A4 paper, stick on silver and gold stars, 
two outline figures per child one to represent Jesus the other 
Nicodemus both approximately 15 cm tall, PVA glue, glue 
spreaders, (optional: coloured pencils or scrap material).

Give each child a piece of the black paper and ask them to lay it 
portrait style and then let the children cover the sky with silver 
and gold stars. Now give them the outline figures of Jesus and 
Nicodemus and ask them to stick them on to the lower third of 
their paper under the starry sky. If you wish the children could 
either colour the figures or stick scraps of material to them to 
‘dress’ Jesus and Nicodemus. 

Talk to the children about the story and in particular about 
Nicodemus coming to visit Jesus at night. Discuss with the 
children why Nicodemus might have chosen to do this, 
especially how he might be feeling. Talk about feelings with the 
children and then talk about the change in Nicodemus’ feelings 
when he met Jesus and the difference this made to him and his 
life. 

A New Life  age 6-8
You will need: A3 paper, paint in a variety of colours, bowls, 
paintbrushes, pencils, scissors, coloured card, PVA glue and glue 
spreaders, protection for surfaces and clothes.

Prepare the paint by placing each colour in a bowl with an 
individual paintbrush. Give each child a piece of the paper and 
ask them to lay it landscape style in front of them and then fold 
it in half from left to right ensuring they firmly crease the fold. 
Ask them to now open it out again and on the right side only 
of the paper drop blobs of paint not too far apart and ensuring 
they drop some close to the fold too. Now ask them to fold the 
left-hand side of the paper over again and press down hard all 
over the paper. When they open it up again there should be a 
symmetrical pattern. Set aside to dry for a short time. When 
slightly dry ask the children to fold them in half again and 
using the centre fold as their guide draw half a butterfly shape 
on their paper. They should now cut out the half butterfly and 
when it is opened up again a full symmetrical butterfly should 
appear. Show the children how to mount the butterfly on some 
contrasting colour card.  

Talk to the children about their butterflies and the life cycle of a 
butterfly from caterpillar to butterfly. Talk about how at times it 
looks as if the cocoon is dead but from it comes new life when 
the butterfly appears. Talk about the story and in particular the 
way Nicodemus’ life was changed after visiting Jesus: he now 
had a new life. Discuss what might change in Nicodemus’ life. 
Talk with the children about times when things have changed 
in their lives (perhaps moving class at school, moving house, 
being able to do something they previously could not do, by 
listening to what Jesus has to say, and so on).

New Life  age 9-12
You will need: large cupcake liners (four per child), spring clip 
clothes pegs (one per child), twine, PVA glue, glue spreaders, 
scissors, glitter, stick on gems.

Give each child four cupcake liners and ask them to fold each 
one in half and then in half again. Now glue each one at the 
angled corners to keep them in place. Now ask the children to 
take two of their cupcake liners and glue them together at the 
same corner but angling the folded liners to create the shape 
of half a butterfly. Then ask them to repeat the process for the 
other two liners. The two pairs can now be glued together by 
overlapping all of the corners to create a butterfly. If wished 
the edges can be trimmed with scissors to give a frilled wing 
shape and glitter added if desired. Give each child a peg and 
ask them to put glue on one side only and then add glitter. Ask 
them to cut a short piece of twine and fold it in half to create 
the antennae (the twine can be stiffened at the ends by dipping 
in glue) and secure this to the spring end of the top part of 
the peg. Then glue the peg into place glitter side up and over 
the overlapping corners in the centre to create the body of the 
butterfly. Add a gem for a head and then if wished small gems 
to the wings to create a symmetrical pattern. 

Talk with the children about the butterflies they have created 
and about them being a symbol of new life. Talk with the 
children about the story and talk about why they think 
Nicodemus might have come in the night to see Jesus. Perhaps 
he was trying to hide his identity or afraid to reveal his true 
feelings to others. Discuss, sensitively, if there are times when 
they try to do the same and why they do that. Talk about 
Nicodemus’ life changing being given new life by coming to 
see and know Jesus. Discuss whether they feel their lives have 
changed because they know and love Jesus.

Edible Butterfly all age
You will need: a cupcake for each child, prepared butter icing or 
frosting, small pretzels, Smarties or Skittles, Iced Gems or iced 
flowers, thin strips of liquorice, small paper plates, knives and 
spoons.

Give each child a cupcake and ask them to ice it with the 
butter icing. Give them two pretzels to use for wings, one of the 
Smarties for a head, Iced Gems for the body and two very thin 
strips of liquorice for the antennae and ask them to create a 
butterfly on top of their cake. 

Talk to the children about their butterflies and the life cycle 
of a butterfly from caterpillar to butterfly. Talk about how at 
times it looks as if the cocoon is dead but from it comes new 
life when the butterfly appears. Talk about the transformation 
of their plain cupcake. Talk about the story and way Nicodemus’ 
life was changed after visiting Jesus and the new life he now 
had because he met Jesus and spoke with him. Discuss how 
their lives have been changed by knowing and loving Jesus and 
hearing of his life story.
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Preparation
For the Opening Activity, flip chart and pens, black out material, 
plate, granulated sugar, flat bottomed glass. The alternatives 
involve a simple electric circuit using wires, battery, small bulb, 
crocodile clips, or using a light stick.

Opening Activity
Forms Of Light
As a group collectively come up with as many ways that light 
can be created. You can start with the obvious (light bulb, torch) 
but then you could follow that idea backwards to think what 
else is needed (for example, electricity, wires, wind turbine).

An old simple experiment could be tried but this only works if 
you have a totally dark space. If you can get the room almost 
dark and then cover yourselves and a table with thick black 
material it should work. Or if you have an understairs cupboard 
in the church with no windows, that could work too.

Pour some granulated sugar onto a flat plate. Looking very 
carefully at the sugar, then crush the sugar using the flat 
bottomed glass. You will see little flecks of light as photons are 
released as a result of the broken bonds in the crystal structure 
of the sugar.

Or you could create a simple electric circuit with some wiring, 
crocodile clips, small bulb and battery. Or you could take along 
a light stick (the kind used for emergencies or at parties) to 
crack so that the chemicals mix, react and produce light. 

The Word
Read John 3:1-21 together, and you may want to use the 
dialogue Undercover Chat on page 80.

Activity/Discussion
• What does darkness mean to you?

• What positive or negative connotations does it have?

Darkness is often used as a synonym for bad (which is heavily 
loaded in our racially charged times), but darkness can also be 
very important. 

• What did the darkness enable Nicodemus to do?

discussion starters for teens
questioning in the darkness

• Have you ever had times when you wanted to hide in the 
shadows?

• When you have deep questions and no easy answers what 
does that feel like? 

• What are the big questions that you think about?

• Who might you turn to for help with an answer?

Nicodemus turned to Jesus for an answer and Jesus gave him 
one that talked about being ‘born again’. This is another heavily 
loaded phrase in many Christian circles so some care around 
this may be necessary. For some, it is a label used to determine 
one’s worthiness as a Christian. We would suggest steering 
away from that kind of dogmatic suggestion. 

• What do you think Jesus meant by saying “you must be 
born again”? 

• What other forms of life might you describe as being “born 
again”? (Tadpoles, butterflies)

• When have you experienced a moment of wanting to start 
again?

Living It Out
Take some time to listen to Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel’s 
classic song The Sound of Silence. It begins:

Hello darkness, my old friend
I’ve come to talk with you again
Because a vision softly creeping
Left its seeds while I was sleeping
And the vision that was planted in my brain
Still remains
Within the sound of silence

Think about how the busyness of life often gets in the way of 
asking the big questions and seeking meaningful answers. 

• What could you do this week to make time for those 
important questions?
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bible notes
Models Of Leadership And Discipleship

In the story of Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman 
at the well, we see Jesus modelling a way of encountering 
others that is inviting, challenging, provoking, affirming, and, 

in the end transforming, not just for the one he encounters but 
for a whole community. 

At the well, though weary from travel, Jesus discerns an 
opportunity from engagement. He could easily have drawn 
water for himself. He could easily have sat quietly watching the 
woman from the shadows. But, by making himself vulnerable, 
by asking for help the woman is invited  to respond to him. 

An encounter with Jesus has the power to take folk way beyond 
what they might have imagined for themselves. 

Our task, having experienced such an encounter, is to make 
the possibility of those encounters available to others. We 
do that by relying on the one whom we serve to awaken 
us to opportunity. That means we have to create space for 
discernment, for listening to God in the everyday, to be alert for 
the possibility of encounter. 

The woman at the well had probably gone to the well in the 
heat of the midday sun to avoid people, those who gossiped 
about her. Instead she encounters one who 
changes her life. But Jesus did that, not by 
offering her something but by asking something 
of her. It was his questions and the response 
they demanded that led to the woman’s 
transformation. 

Jesus actually instigated a difficult conversation 
with her, which is something we usually avoid 
like the plague. He debated with her and 
provoked her into responding. 

That kind of leadership—that shows no fear 
of displaying vulnerability nor avoids difficult 
questions, and invites help from others—
modelled on Jesus can be transforming, 
for us and for others. Through that kind of 
leadership the woman at the well became an 
evangelist, rushing off to tell others what she 

had heard. This woman, revered in other traditions, is known as 
Photene, the enlightened one. 

When the disciples returned, they were horrified to find Jesus 
talking to a Samaritan woman. The woman herself was not blind 
to the cultural difficulties that their encounter threw up. But as 
that encounter unfolded, it went far beyond the narrative of the 
day, something beyond anything she might have imagined. 

We often commend Jesus for breaking social taboos in this 
encounter, but let us not forget so did the Samaritan woman. 
Her reputation was already suspect and she risked that even 
further by continuing to challenge and debate with Jesus. That 
took courage. And that courage was rewarded as a connection 
was made.  

Often we are called into situations with which we would rather 
not engage. And it is possible that by heading in a direction 
we would rather not travel, we find connections are made that 
build bridges where there were only barriers. 

It is in this encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well 
that Jesus first reveals himself as Messiah in John’s gospel. And 
that revelation was made to one on the margins of society: a 

stranger and an outcast. 

But it is perhaps what the woman does with 
that revelation that is the most powerful part 
of this story: the woman goes off and tells 
others, encourages them to come and see for 
themselves, to come and meet the man who 
told her everything she had been and done. 
And her neighbours, encountering Jesus for 
themselves, are also transformed. 

Transformation by encountering the Messiah 
is not just for us but for our communities, not 
something to be kept to ourselves but to be 
shared with our neighbour. 

This is Jesus’ model of leadership. This is the 
Samaritan woman’s model of discipleship. These 
are valuable lessons for today. 

#wordofwellspring
epiphany 5
sunday 4 february 2018

John 4:1-42
(Psalm 42:1-3)

#wordofwellspring
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Bursting The Bubble
Andy:   Ada, tell me the truth, hen. Who are you prej.. preju..

who do you not like? 

Ada:  Now, Andy, you shouldn’t be asking that question. You 
know that Jesus said you should love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you? 

Andy:  Aw c’mon, Ada, there must be someone you don’t like?  
Maybe that wee English wifie you said was stuck up, or 
they folk frae Edinburgh who you once described as 
not being friendly, or the noisy neighbours living next 
door that are always having parties. 

Ada:  Well admittedly, some people might just be harder to 
love than others, but that is no excuse for not trying 
to love them and get along with them, and to pray for 
them. 

Andy:  Well, Ada, I reckon you are in good company. 

Ada: What do you mean by that, Andy? 

Andy:  Well in this wee story about the Samaritan woman, 
it seems that Jesus confronts some of the prejudices 
he has inherited from his fellow Jews towards the 
Samaritan. 

Ada:  Tell me more, Andy. 

Andy:  Well, don’t you think it is an unusual story John has 
put into his Gospel? This Samaritan woman it seems 
has been around the block a few times. She has been 
married five times before, and is currently living with 
her latest man. She could maybe go on that STV show 
‘Loose Women’ and tell her story! 

Ada:  Now, Andy, be careful what you say about this woman, 
you don’t know all the facts about her life, other than 
what you hear in the story. Maybe she has faced a life 
of tragedy? 

Andy:  Or maybe she is like the black widow spider devouring 
all her men! 

Ada:  Andy! 

Andy:  I’m just saying, Ada, just saying! 

Ada:  Well go on, what are you really saying? 

Andy:  Well, I cannot make out whether Jesus is winding her 
up because of her background, being a Samaritan and 
all that, or whether he is genuinely just knackered 
from all the walking he has been doing and wants a 
wee drink. Maybe he thinks that this woman can do 
him a favour, albeit he seems reluctant to ask her 
kindly? 

Ada:  Well maybe it is the Samaritan who is making life 
difficult for Jesus, by asking him why she should give 
him a drink? 

Andy:  Oh, is that a wee bit prejudice creeping in there, Ada? 

Ada:  Certainly not, Andy, I am just observing the story? 

Andy:  Is that not the problem Ada, we are always trying to 
interpret some of these stories in ways that suit our 
point of views, and sometimes back up our own little 
prejudices. We pick out isolated texts, time and time 
again, to support our points of view. Here Jesus and 
the Samaritan play out this little hostile conflict, over 
a cup of water. 

Ada:  Yes, Andy, but perhaps like a lot of John’s stories, 
there is a deeper truth for all of us to learn about God 
that we miss, because we are so determined to fit the 
story into our own wee narrative of life! 

Andy:  So, what do you think the Gospel writer is getting at 
here, Ada? 

Ada:  I think he is saying that the water of life, the living 
water God gives to all people, can be a source of 
reconciliation and peace. That it can build bridges 
across all our divisions and prejudices, when we 
see God for what he really is, rather than what we 
would like him to be from our own cultural and faith 
grouping. 

Andy:  So, are you saying that God’s life giving water can strip 
away prejudice and division, by having the courage to 
ask, and then taste, how refreshing and life giving it 
can be? 

Ada:  Yes, because both people are changed in this story.  
The Samaritan discovers more about God, and Jesus 
discovers that not all Samaritans are bad, which is 
why he maybe then told the story about the Good 
Samaritan, and made him out to be hero? 

Andy:  And Jesus breaks the rules in this wee story, by even 
associating himself with this Samaritan, who was seen 
in Judaism as a sinful, fallen woman, as well as an 
arch enemy. 

Ada:  God often breaks our rules, but he rarely breaks his 
own rules. 

Andy:  That’s so true, Ada.  

Ada:  Yes, this living out the gospel and following Jesus is far 
from easy. 

Andy: But like we discovered in this story it can be life 
changing. 

Ada:  Liberating! 

Andy:  Thirst Quenching! 

Ada:  Life fulfilling! 

Andy: Truth revealing! 

Ada:  And it can be that for all of us. 

Andy:  Yes, it can, Ada, it most certainly can!  

the story
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Retelling For Young People
Can You See God?

When the children hear the ALL CAPS words in the story they 
should add the following sound effects: 

WATER   gurgle, gurgle 
DRINK    ahh  
SAMARITAN   a what?! 
JESUS    Yes! 

JESUS was on a journey and he passed through a town called 
Sychar. In that town there was a well called Jacob’s well that 
Jacob had given as a present to his son, Joseph, the one who 
was also given the multicoloured coat! 

The well was the place where everyone came to get WATER, 
and to chat, and to socialise and to tell some stories. So JESUS 
sat down at the well, because he was really tired after his long 
journey. 

While he was sitting there a woman came to the well to fetch 
WATER for her home. It was in the middle of the day, and it 
was very hot, so JESUS asked the woman if she would give him 
a DRINK of WATER.  

However, the woman was surprised that Jesus should ask her 
for a DRINK. Because she was a SAMARITAN Woman and he 
was a Jewish man and the SAMARITANS and the Jews did not 
get on very well with one another, they were far from best 
friends, more like enemies! 

JESUS said to her: “You don’t know what God gives. And you 
don’t know who asked you for a DRINK. If you knew, you would 
have asked me, and I would have given you living WATER.” 

“Sir, what do you mean by living WATER? The well is very deep 
and you have nothing to draw the WATER from the well. Do 
you think you are better than Jacob our Father in the faith?  
After all the well was his gift to the SAMARITAN people, and his 
sons and cattle drank from it as well” 

Then JESUS answered the woman, “Every person who DRINKS 
this WATER will be thirsty again. But whoever DRINKS the 
WATER I give will never be thirsty again. The WATER I give will 
become a spring of WATER flowing inside him. It will give him 
eternal life.” 

The SAMARITAN woman thought she would love some of this 
life-giving WATER, and so she pleaded for JESUS to give it to 
her so she would never be thirsty again. 

JESUS then said to the woman, “Why don’t you go and fetch 
your husband and bring him here to meet me?” 

The woman said to him, “I am not married, I have no 
husband.” 

JESUS looked at her again and said; “I know you don’t have a 
husband now, but I know you have had five husbands and that 
you now have a partner living with you. 

The woman was amazed that JESUS knew this and said: ”Sir, I 
can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain. But you Jews say that Jerusalem is the place where 
people must worship.” 

JESUS said, “The time is coming when the place where we 
worship will not matter. True worship is when we praise God 
in Spirit and Truth, and that time is now here. Put aside the 
labels of Jews and SAMARITANS, Catholic or Protestants.  

The woman said, “I believe that the Messiah is coming. He will 
explain everything to us”  

Then JESUS said, “I am he, the one who is talking to you now..” 

The disciples of JESUS arrived back from town and they were 
surprised that JESUS was talking to a SAMARITAN woman, but 
none of them were brave enough to ask JESUS what he was 
doing?” 

Just then, the woman left her WATER jar beside JESUS and 
went back to town. She said to the people, “A man told me 
everything I have ever done. Come see him. Maybe he is the 
Christ!” So the people left the town and went to see JESUS. 

Many of the SAMARITANS now believed in JESUS, because of 
what the woman had told them had happened to her, and the 
SAMARITANS begged JESUS to stay and tell them more about 
God.  

The townsfolk who heard JESUS speak said to the woman, 
“First we believed in JESUS because of what you told us. But 
now we believe because we heard him ourselves. We know 
that this man really is the Saviour of the world.” 
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Through the Season
Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can 
be used to help create a linking theme through the season. 
Display letters saying “#WORDOFWELLSPRING” at the front of 
the worship space. Alongside this you could place an old bucket 
(wooden if you can) with a ladle.

Gathering Activity
In groups invite people to discuss where the meeting places 
are in your parish or community such as civic space, cafes, 
community halls. These are important kingdom places where 
church can meet stranger and neighbour, both of whom we are 
called to love. From these insights about where the community 
meets, perhaps the congregation can respond in some way 
such as meeting there regularly to speak to others. 

Call to Worship
Not all water tastes the same. 

Let us gather around the watering place 
where streams of living water run 
and welcome the foreigner, 
the outsider, 
the guest 
to this trysting place 
of love. 

Please 
let us welcome each other 
in the peace of Christ 
offering a hand 
and the words: 
“Peace be with you.” 

All-Age Prayer 
Water of Life, 
Living Water, 
we thank you for the blessing of refreshing water. 
Splash! Splash! 

Water droplets 
drip and run, 
thank you for water that quenches our thirst and refreshes us.
Splash! Splash! 

Water showers and sprays, 
thank you for rain and rich ground, 
full of life. 
Splash! Splash! 

Water runs in torrents, 
thank you water that powers and cascades, 
through rivers that flow. 
Splash! Splash!  

Thank you, God, 
for Water of Life. 
Amen.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
Holy Living Water, 
we gather and we chatter; 
we gather and we share; 
we gather and we drink together. 

Today as we gather 
we are amazed that you thirsted 
just as we thirst; 
you needed companions, 
just as we need companions. 

Help us not to be amazed at these simple things: 
water and words. 
For water and words 
are what brought holiness to life. 

Living Water. 
Living Word. 

Jesus: the carpenter and the Messiah 
all rolled into One. 

We are awed by Water and Word 
and yet, even as we are awed, 
we also find we need to seek 
forgiveness and wholeness. 
For we take them for granted. 

Forgive us, when we are careless with our words.  
Forgive us, when we squander the water. 
Forgive us, when we forget 
that it was though God’s unlimited love 
that the Word joined us 
and the Water brought us life. 
Forgive us for forgetting 
that it is through the Water and Word 
that we have everything good.  

Living Word, 
Living Water, 
we bring ourselves to you 
with gratitude and hope 
Amen  

Prayer of Dedication
We bring you all that we have. 
We make these offerings, small as they may be;  
and as we bring to you from our plenty  
help us to share more: 
not just our offerings, but 
Water and Word as well, 
so all may hear and know 
and be refreshed.
Amen.
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Reflections
God Made Me As I Am

Use the short song ‘God made me as I am’ (CH4 145) by 
Bernadette Farrell as a sung response. 

Loving God, 
may you love us: 
not because of what we have done 
but because for who we are 
and may we give thanks 
not because of what we are known for 
but because of the gift we are. 

God made me as I am, 
part of creation’s plan. 
No one else can ever be 
the part of God’s plan that’s me. 

May we pray for the world 
and love the world 
not because of what it has done, 
but because of what it is. 
May we give thanks for the world 
and all her people’s gifts 
not because of what they are known as 
but because of the gift each is to each other. 

God made me as I am, 
part of creation’s plan. 
No one else can ever be 
the part of God’s plan that’s me. 

May we make a difference in our relationships with each other 
across countries and continents, 
streets and neighbourhoods, 
not through status or fame 
or what we are known as 
but simply because of the gift we are 
and whose we are. 

God made me as I am, 
part of creation’s plan. 
No one else can ever be 
the part of God’s plan that’s me. 

So be it. 
Amen.

Give Me A Drink
‘Give me a drink.’ 
Words laden with thirsty meaning, 
desire and demand. 
Words laden with invitation too 
if only we can hear them. 
‘Give me a drink.’ 

Who are we to approach the living water 
with our parched lips, 
dried up hearts 
and crusty souls? 

Who are we to approach the wellspring 
with ideas devoid of life, 
relationships that bring hurt 
and hope desiccated? 

Who are we? 

We are her. 
Life complicated. 
Chores to complete. 
Hidden secrets. 
Questions abounding. 
Thirsty for new life. 

‘Give me a drink.’ 
How would we respond?

Prayer for Others and Ourselves
Holy One, 
Water and Words have become so important, 
such life giving things. 

We thank you for the Water of Life, 
that brings us glimpses of your glory; 
a taste of eternity; 
and hope for the future. 

Yet, even as the thanks leaves our lips 
we are all too aware that not all have this luxury. 
We pray for places where water 
cannot be taken for granted; 
where water is not the bringer of life, 
but instead a harbinger of disease: 
we pray for those who strive 
to bring clean water and sanitation 
into places where there is none. 

We pray for those for whom words are not cheap; 
where expressing faith in the Word, 
can bring persecution and fear. 

Word of Life, 
bring comfort to those who are fearful 
and peace to those who are troubled; 
as we pray for all who live 
with constant uncertainty and violence.  

Holy One, 
where your creation groans and cries out for want of water, 
bring the refreshing water of life, we pray. 
Amen.
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Take Home Ideas
Find the meeting places in the community and meet there. See 
who gathers. What makes people meet there and how can the 
church and congregation be part of that place.  

Sending
Its taste is good 
and we have been quenched. 
Go share the Living Water 
with all who thirst.  

Praise/Hymns
As Jesus journeyed with his friends  online at
 http://www.carolynshymns.com/as_jesus_journeyed_with_his_friends.html

As the deer pants for the water   CH4 550 / MP 37

Brother, sister let me serve you  CH4 694 

Fairest Lord Jesus  CH4 463 / MP 823

Fill my cup, Lord  United Methodist Hymnal 641 

Focus my eyes on you, O Lord  CH4 567 

Have you heard the raindrops  CH4 525 

I heard the voice of Jesus say   CH4 540 / MP 275

I was a stranger see page 116 & page 117

In Christ there is no east or West   CH4 624 / MP 329

Jesus thou joy of loving hearts  CH4 662 

Let everything that has breath  MP 1001 

O God, you search me and you know me  CH4 97

Once a woman seeking water online at
 http://www.carolynshymns.com/once_a_woman_seeking_water.html 

Put peace into each other’s hands  CH4 659 

Spirit of God come dwell within me  CH4 722 

The water God gives us online at
 http://www.carolynshymns.com/the_water_god_gives_us.html

We sing a love that sets all people free  CH4 622 

When I needed a neighbour, were you there  CH4 544

You can drink it, swim in it ATAS 285 

Dare We Ask The Questions
This is an adaptation of the hymn “Do we ask the questions” 
suggested last week (music on page 115) emphasising the 
barriers which Jesus breaks down.

1. Dare we ask the questions 
 that trouble our own hearts? 
 Do we raise our trembling voice
  knowing what we’ll start? 

2. Dare we ask the questions
 that Jesus heard each day? ‘
 ‘Will you lay down what divides, 
 heeding what I say?’ 

3. Dare we ask the questions 
 that Jesus asks of us? 
 Will you follow him today, 
 give him all your trust? 

4. Dare we ask the questions 
 that wake our sleeping souls? 
 Turn God’s love to active care, 
 broken hearts made whole. 

5. Dare we ask the questions 
 that stir the hornet’s nest? 
 Who is welcome in this land? 
 Must there be a test? 

6. Dare we ask the questions 
 to which no answer comes? 
 Do we stand as witnesses 
 for the selfless one? 

7. Dare we ask the questions 
 that turn our world around? 
 Let compassion rule our hearts; 
 peace and grace be found. 

Words by Peter Johnston adapted by Jo Love.

http://www.carolynshymns.com/as_jesus_journeyed_with_his_friends.html
http://www.carolynshymns.com/once_a_woman_seeking_water.html
http://www.carolynshymns.com/the_water_god_gives_us.html


  advent, christmas, epiphany 2017-2018 93

#wordofwellspring

gathering 
Water Mime   all age
Gather the children together in a circle and play a game where 
one child has to mime something they do with water while the 
others try to guess what they are doing. The child who guesses 
correctly then gets to perform the next mime.  

Use as an introduction to the story.   

crafts
Water Jars   age 3-5

You will need: air drying clay, pictures of water jugs used in 
Biblical times, smoothing tools, paper plates. 

Give the children some of the clay and let them model it into a 
water jug, placing it on the paper plate to dry.  

Talk with the children about the story and discuss together the 
importance of water for us. Discuss how they feel when they 
are thirsty. Encourage them to think about why Jesus called 
the water he could give living water and also the change in the 
woman when she met Jesus. Talk about the way we can change 
when we know about Jesus too.

Cups Of Living Water   age 6-8
You will need: paper disposable cups, blue paper, water droplet 
template (sized to be able to fit inside the cup), pencils, scissors, 
hole punch, blue wool, coloured pencils or felt tip pens.

Give each child a paper cup and ask them to draw a brick or 
stone shaped pattern all around the outside of the cup with a 
brown pencil to represent the well. Give the children the blue 
paper and have them draw around the water droplet template 
seven times and then cut these out. Ask them to write the 
words JESUS - GIVES - US - THE - WATER - OF - LIFE with one 
word per droplet. 

Now ask them to punch a hole at the top of each droplet and 
give them a long piece of blue wool and ask them to thread the 
wool through each word in order. Note they will need to tie off 
each droplet as they go to avoid the droplets slipping into each 
other later and have to leave at least twice the depth of the cup 
at the top before tying off their first droplet. 

Show them how to punch a hole through the bottom of the 
cup, thread the top end of their wool through the hole from the 
inside of the cup and then tie it off and securely knot on the 
outside of the cup. They can then place all their droplets inside 
the cup and when tipped up the droplets should fall out like a 
flow of water to reveal the phrase “Jesus gives us the water of 
life.” 

Talk with the children about the story and discuss together the 
importance of water for us to live. Discuss with them what they 
think Jesus means when he talks about giving living water. Talk 
about this being like an invitation to the Samaritan woman 
to come and get to know Jesus better and to experience and 
understand God’s overflowing love for her. Talk about how they 
think they can get to know Jesus better and know of his love 
and share it with others.

age group ideas

Water Well  age 9-12
You will need: a strip of card for each child measuring 20 cm by 
8 cm, A5 card in brown tones, craft lollipop sticks, scissors, PVA 
glue, glue spreaders, sellotape, blue tissue paper. 

Give each child a strip of card and ask them to form it into 
a tube shape and tape together the ends. Give each child a 
quantity of lollipop sticks enough to go around their tube and 
ask them to trim them at one end to a height just above the top 
of the tube (approximately 8.5 to 9 cm). Placing the cut and flat 
end of each stick at the bottom of their tube they should now 
glue the sticks around the tube to create a well. When all the 
sticks are in place they should secure the well to a piece of the 
A5 card by either gluing or sticking with tape. Give each child a 
piece of blue tissue paper and ask them to place it inside their 
well to represent the water.  

Talk with the children about the story and the way the woman 
was surprised to be asked for water by Jesus. Talk about her 
being a Samaritan and the relationship between Samaritans 
and Jews being difficult and strained leading to her surprise. 
Discuss people they would be unlikely to ask for help and 
encourage the children to tell you why this would be so. Talk 
about the change that occurred in the woman a result of 
her speaking with Jesus and encourage the children to share 
from their own experience times of when they have perhaps 
responded to someone they previously would not have spoken 
to.

Good News Poster  all age
You will need: sheets of A3 paper, large felt pens.

Talk about the story and the way the woman was changed by 
meeting Jesus. Talk about her rushing off to tell others of Jesus 
and inviting them to come and meet him too. Discuss why she 
might have done this and establish that she was so changed 
by meeting Jesus that she wanted others to meet him too so 
she shared the ‘Good News’ of Jesus with them. Discuss how 
we might share that ‘Good News’ today, for example by word of 
mouth, by social media, by making DVD’s.  

Talk about what we would say or do to share this ‘Good News’ 
as enthusiastically as the woman did. 

Give each child a piece of paper and ask them to share the 
‘Good News’ in some way by creating a poster encouraging 
them to incorporate somewhere in their poster the words 
‘Living Water’ or ‘Jesus gives us living water’. Display their 
posters in a prominent place to allow their sharing of the ‘Good 
News’.
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The In Crowd  age 6-12

You will need: images of youngsters in a gang, royal family, 
children in uniform from the same school, your group, homeless 
people, addicts and other images of crowds with similarities to 
one another.

Go through each of the images and ask the children what they 
see in the pictures. Any similarities, any differences, good 
points, bad points or other? Is there a theme running through 
all the pictures? They all belong to an ‘ in’ crowd.

• Have the children ever ignored or avoided other people 
because of the way they look, where they live, what the 
person has been doing? Why did they do that? 

• Have they been informed by adults to avoid certain people?  

• Have you ever wanted to go and help someone but then 
changed your mind because of what a parent/friend would 
say or do? 

• Have the children ever put money in a beggar’s bowl, either 
their own money or parent’s? 

• Have the children ever wanted to join a group but felt they 
would not be accepted? How did that feel? 

Water From A Well  all age
You will need: images of people carrying water in containers in 
their hands and on their heads, various forms of water for the 
children to drink, images of what we use water for (especially 
for the younger children), containers filled with water for the 
children to carry.

Show the images of ways we use water for in our homes 
(cooking, cup of tea, a cool drink, showering, bathing, washing 
hands, flushing toilet...). Talk about how much water we use 
every day. How do we try not waste water? Go on to show 
pictures of people carrying water in the developing nations 
and what a failed crop looks like because of drought. Ask 
the children to describe what they see and then ask then to 
carry the water containers filled with water (make sure they 
are heavy) up and down the hall 20 or 30 times. Then have 
someone ready to take the container off them but as they 
approach the person will say “I don’t associate with your 
people!” and walk away. Finish off by letting the children drink 
tap water, or water with a slice of lemon added.

We have an abundance of water in Scotland. We do not think 
twice about the water because we do not have shortages 
like other countries and it is clean and purified unlike other 
countries. We need to help other areas and people by praying 
to God about the situations and helping those in need through 
various charities.

Food To Eat  all age 
You will need: different types of food from the healthy eating 
guide which contain sugar, carbohydrates, proteins, vitamins, 
fat and so on. You will also require some exercise equipment like 
hula hoops, skipping ropes, weights (use cans of food), puzzle 
games of some kind like a word search or sudoku, bible.

Talk about the nutrition that the body needs. We need food 
for our body. Our body also needs to be fed through exercise 
to develop our muscles and increase oxygen levels. Try out 
whatever exercise equipment you have brought. Try some of 
the mind puzzles. Lastly open the bible to today’s passage. Our 
mind needs to be fed also with the word of God. 

Our bodies are very complex and need a variety of stimuli to 
keep us growing and healthy in body, mind and spirit. Jesus 
says “I have food enough that you know nothing about”. In 
following Jesus we have more stimuli and nutrition in our body 
than we need.   

games
What Did You Say? age 6-12
This game requires the children to make up an answer in 
response to a question they have been asked and say it out 
loud so everyone else can hear, however the answer must 
contain the word ‘WATER’. For example: Where do you live? Up 
the hill that has water running down it every time it rains.  What 
is your favourite hobby? Water sports! How did you get here 
today? The rain water was lying on the ground so I splashed my 
way here. 

We need water to live, we need the living water of Jesus to help 
us to live fully, body, mind and spirit.  

Dodgy Ball all age
You will need: a couple of large soft balls.

Let the children run around the room while those selected to 
be ‘IT’ try to throw a ball at the others running around, aiming  
below the knee. If they manage to hit someone, they become 
‘IT’ and take the ball. 

Many people have lots of prejudices that they know about and 
some they do not realise they have. Each time the ball hits 
someone it could be thought about as a prejudice they have or 
one that they have thrown away. 

sunday 04 february 2018

age group ideas
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Preparation
For the Opening Activity you need a large sheet(s) of paper 
such as a flip chart sheet, pens, and lots of Lego bricks or some 
dominoes.

Opening Activity
Barriers
Gather everyone around a table (if you have a large group you 
might need to do this in groups or put tables together) and 
place a large sheet of paper in the middle of the table.

Ask everyone to write down their names and the different 
groups to which they belong as bubbles surrounding their 
name.

Once everyone has done this, construct walls between each of 
the different young people and their groups on the sheet either 
using Lego bricks or dominoes.

As they do so, encourage them to think about what the barriers 
are between different groups they know (at school or college or 
work or community, even worldwide).

Leave this ‘map’ of their lives and the added barriers in the 
centre for the moment.

The Word
Read John 4:1-42 together, you could get a dramatised form 
of this reading and have different voices amongst the young 
people in particular for the Samaritan woman and for Jesus.

Discussion
• What stood out to you from that encounter? 

• What were the boundaries in this story?

Here the Bible Notes will help you in unpacking some of the 
different levels of boundary that exist in this story (cultural, 
gender, religious).

Now return to the ‘map’ on the table and ask the young people 
to think about how the barriers that they put up can be taken 
down. For instance, where two or more people belong to the 
same group, then clear a path between those groups, or if some 
people are related or are friends at school then clear a path 
there. See how many of the walls can be eliminated. 

• Where are there still barriers on their map? 

• What could the group do to eliminate them entirely?

• How does this make you feel about the invisible barriers 
that may exist in the different groups of which you are a 
part (school, clubs, friendship gangs)?

• In what ways did Jesus break down the barriers in today’s 
story?

• And in what ways did the Samaritan woman break barriers?

• How might they both be an example to us?

• What difference did this encounter have for the wider 
community of which the Samaritan woman was a part?

Living It Out
Think about the barriers that exist between people in your 
friend groups and between them and others. This week grab 
any opportunity that comes your way to break beyond those 
barriers. That can take courage to do if you feel you are alone 
doing it, but the results can be profound and good. Just as they 
were for the Samaritan woman and her community.  

discussion starters for teens
busting barriers
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Washing The Mud From Our Eyes

This passage throws up all sorts of difficulties. Exploring 
it, we could get lost down any number of rabbit holes. A, 
by now common for Jesus, healing turns into a real can of 

worms. The actual healing becomes almost incidental in all the 
other things going on in this gospel passage. 

Jesus’ answer to the question of 
whose sin had caused the man’s 
blindness is problematic for us. Is 
he really suggesting that the man’s 
disability came about so that God’s 
light might be revealed? Or is it 
more a case of ‘let’s make this 
healing a teaching opportunity’? 

The man’s neighbours failed to 
recognise him when he returned 
healed. That too seems strange. 
There is the suggestion that a lot 
more than restoration of sight was 
in evidence. 

The healed man, himself, has to 
keep asserting that he is indeed 
the man who was blind, but he 
cannot immediately point out the one who healed him. He is 
forced to repeat the story of his healing, to his neighbours and 
then to the Pharisees: “He put mud on my eyes, then I washed, 
now I see.” 

The Pharisees’s initial reaction is to question the morals of 
anyone who would heal on the Sabbath. And, given that he 
would dishonour the sabbath in such a way, they question from 
where his authority to heal comes. When they elicit the opinion 
of the blind man as to the credentials of his healer, he declares 
Jesus to be a prophet. 

Not happy with the formerly blind man’s responses, the 
authorities send for his parents. They want confirmation that 
this man was indeed born blind. His parents confirm that he 
was indeed born blind but will not be drawn on the question 
of how he can now see. They are afraid to own Jesus for fear of 

being expelled from the synagogue. 

And so, in this back and forward story, the authorities call, once 
again, for the blind man to give account.  

It is all getting a bit farcical. There is the hint of irony/sarcasm 
in the blind man’s response to the Pharisees’s questioning: 

“What, do you also want to become 
his disciples?” 

This man has already declared 
Jesus a prophet and now he is 
owning discipleship. That is some 
transformation and demands 
courage to stand with Jesus in 
the prevailing religious political 
climate. 

And even more courage to mock 
the religious authorities in the 
way he did. He highlights his 
enlightenment and their blindness. 
And gets himself thrown out of the 
temple for his trouble. Outside the 
temple, the blind man encounters 

Jesus once more and professes his faith in him. 

And then Jesus gets to the heart of this encounter—when 
Jesus reveals his purpose in the world—to open the eyes of 
the spiritually blind and to reveal the blindness of those who 
profess to being spiritually astute. 

There is something here for us in the reminder that we can 
never grasp the whole picture. There will always be more 
to see, more to learn, more to puzzle over. The mystery of 
faith continues to draw us in to keep on questing to increase 
understanding, never thinking that we have arrived. 

In the words of TS Elliot:  

We shall not cease from exploration and the end of all our 
exploring will be to arrive where we started and know the 
place for the first time. 

#wordofwashing
transfiguration
sunday 11 february 2018

John 9:1-41
(Psalm 27:1-4)

sunday 11 february 2018
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I Was Blind And Now I See!
Andy:  Jings, Ada, sometimes people in the Bible cannae do 

anything right for doing it wrong! 

Ada:  What do you mean, Andy? 

Andy:  Well it’s the story about the man born blind from 
birth... 

Ada:  Go on, Andy. 

Andy:  Well this man was born blind from the day he came 
into the world. Yet in those days it seems you got 
punished just for being born blind. People thought 
his parents must have done something wrong and 
were punished for it. 

Ada:  Yes, it seems very harsh. Many people with 
disabilities or mental illness seemed to have been 
demonised, or their parents were demonised, just 
because of some neurological or medical condition 
that was no fault of theirs. 

Andy:  Aye. So, the wee guy is sitting outside the temple 
begging for money, as it was the only way he could 
survive was by the kindness and generosity of others. 

Ada:  And there are many like him still on our streets 
today. 

Andy:  Aye, but the thing is, Ada, this wee blind man doesn’t 
even ask Jesus to help him. Jesus sees him as he 
approaches the temple and says in answer to a 
question that the man “was born so that Gods works 
might be revealed in him”. 

Ada:  Aren’t we all born into the world so that God’s works 
might be revealed through us. 

Andy: I would like to think so, Ada. However, Jesus heals 
the man by performing a wee bit of magic it seems: 
by spitting on some mud and making it into a kind of 
balm which he rubs on the mans eyes and tells him 
to go and wash it off in the pool of Siloam. The man 
does as he is told, and suddenly he can see again. 

Ada:  That’s great news, isn’t it? 

Andy:  Well it should be. The man is delighted and tells 
everyone who listens that a man called Jesus makes 
him see again. 

Ada:  So what’s wrong with that? 

Andy:   Well some people don’t believe it’s the same man! 

Ada:  You’re joking? 

Andy:  No Ada. Honestly they think he is a different man 
altogether, because they believed that once you were 
blind you were always blind, and they did not believe 
the man could be cured of his blindness. 

Ada:  What not even his friends and neighbours? 

Andy:  According to the Bible, especially his friends and 
neighbours. 

Ada:  So what happens next? 

Andy:  Well they call on the Pharisees to arbitrate on 
whether or not it’s the same man. But the Pharisees 
are more interested in finding out who healed him 
and where they can find the healer. For it appears 
that this Jesus had just broken the Sabbath law. It 
was illegal to do such miracles on the Sabbath Day. 

Ada:  What? Illegal to give someone their sight back just 
because it was the Sabbath? They should have 
been jumping for joy that a blind man can see and 
celebrating with him. They should shake the hand 
of Jesus and say well done. Are these guys stupid or 
something? 

Andy:  Now Ada, they were clever and well educated 
man, who had a job to protect the law. They are 
determined to stick to the letter of the law that said 
you cannot heal on the Sabbath. Then they want the 
previously blind man to tell them what kind of man 
Jesus was, and the man tells him they think that he 
must be a prophet. 

Ada:  So the Pharisees would be pleased about that, 
wouldn’t they?  A prophet in their midst? 

Andy:  Well, that’s not how the Pharisees see it. They go to 
the man’s parents and try to get information from 
them, but they don’t want to get into trouble so tell 
the Pharisees to go back and speak to their son, who 
is still just chuffed that Jesus helped him to see for 
the first time in his life. Now the ex-blind man thinks 
the Pharisees are blind when they cannot see what 
Jesus is really like. 

Ada:  Really, Andy? 

Andy:  Aye, and they end up throwing the man out of the 
temple because they don’t believe a word he says! 
But the man kept repeating “I was blind and now I 
can see!” That’s all that really matters, right? 

Ada:  Yes it is, Andy. Yes it is! 

the story
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Retelling For Young People
Hey Jesus, What Do You Think?
I was walking down the street, 
it was looking pretty neat, 
there were lots of folk about, 
when I heard someone shout out. 

“Hey Jesus, what do you think? 
Here’s a question to kick up a stink: 
Parent or son, who’s to blame 
For this poor man’s blind shame?” 

It’s not about right or wrong, 
or who’s to blame. 
This poor man’s story 
will declare God’s glory! 

Jesus come to bring the light 
and fill this man with pure delight. 
A mud pie made will help him see, 
and he’ll go back home in time for tea! 

Well now the town was really buzzing, 
the man’s eyesight was no longer fuzzy, 
but still the folk wanted to know 
why this man had changed so? 

Even his friends and family did not believe 
at what this Jesus had achieved, 
some thought the blind man had played the fool, 
before he had washed in the Siloam pool. 

So he told his story to one and all, 
to family and friends who would hear his call. 
The religious leaders tried to say 
that this was not part of Godly play. 

But the blind man swore it was the Jesus’ way 
to make folk well, and to serve and pray. 
That God was good, as good can be, 
for he helped our blind man to be free. 

This story tells us of God’s love, 
give praise and glory to God above. 
And if he can make a blind man see 
imagine the wonders he might do in me? 

sunday 11 february 2018

the story

worship ideas
Through the Season
Please visit pages 4 and 5 where you will find ideas that can be 
used to help create a linking theme through the season. Display 
letters saying “#WORDOFWASHING” at the front of the worship 
space. Alongside this you could place a white cane, a lamp, 
candle and a Bible.  

Gathering Activity
As people gather, show images of creation and places of 
wonder that bring a sense of awe and simply invite people to 
watch them. Perhaps have some music in the background to 
help create the right reverent atmosphere. Create a place of 
wonder where mystery can happen. 

Call to Worship
There is mystery at the heart of things 
and it is alive  
and sings its song 
into all that is moribund and plain. 

It is born of a wonder that only increases: 
for in exploring 
the wonder grows; 
in understanding 
a greater puzzle is revealed; 
the more we dive into the riddle  
we find a yet greater enigma. 

Here, 
let us gather round the greatest of all mysteries 
where faith can only offer belief 
and wonder 
and daring adventure 
enough 
to transfigure 
and behold  
the whole universe 
in resurrection truth. 

Come, 
let us wander into the mystery 
of God.  
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#wordofwashing

All-Age Prayer
Eyes closed: what do I see? 
Nothing? 
Or something?  
What can it be? 
When my eyes are closed and  
my head is bowed, 
may I see what God sees,  
in the people who crowd. 

Eyes closed: what do I see? 
I see God’s world, as it was meant to be: 
filled with love and laughter and joy; 
filled with people willing and free; 
filled to overflowing 
with life and love. 
Thank you, dear creator, 
thank you for making me see. 
Amen.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession
God of light and life, 
eyes to see; 
ears to hear; 
lips to shout for joy! 

Holy One, 
the blessing of sight and light 
cannot be overestimated: 
the light of the sun after a cloudy day; 
the bright moon on a dark night; 
the light that shines in a loved one’s heart. 
All these come from you. 
All these we receive from you. 

Forgive us when we take our own blessings for granted 
and forget those who cannot see. 

Forgive us when we use language that excludes, 
forgetting that not everyone is the same. 

Forgive us when we make harsh judgements 
and assume the fault lies with others, 
forgetting that what we see is not the whole picture. 

Forgive us when through ignorance or insensitivity 
we cause hurt or pain to others 
forgetting that each one is your beloved child. 

Forgive us, we pray, 
and teach us to pause, 
to listen, 
to think, 
so that we may follow your Son’s leading 
more closely, 
every day. 
Amen.

Prayer for Others and Ourselves
Precious friend,  
we thank you for the wonders of your world; 
our world. 

We thank you for hope, 
and light, 
and clarity—
vision cleared to see the world as it could be. 

We pray today for those whose vision is not clear:  
those who cannot or will not see 
poverty,  
hunger,
sickness,  
for what they really are: 
not punishment for foolish behaviour; 
not the fault of weak and vulnerable people, 
but rather the result of greed and selfishness. 

We pray for justice in our world. 
We pray that those who are different 
may be seen and loved for who they are. 
We pray for those who want to make a difference 
that they may be empowered. 
We pray for those who can make a difference 
that they may be inspired to action.
Today and always.  
Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
Precious One, 
we bring you all that we have: 
the senses we employ 
to see and taste, to hear and speak, 
to help and care, to give and receive 
that all we have 
and all we are 
be yours. 
Today and always. 
Amen.
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Reflection
All my life I listened.  
I listened to the sounds about me, 
like a blanket enveloping me all around. 
The sound of birds calling and wheeling in the air; 
the sound of leaves rustling in the wind; 
the braying of a donkey; 
the barking and sniffing of dogs; 
the early morning call of the rooster; 
the mumbles behind windows as shutters clanged open; 
the rattle of a cart on the stones; 
the thump of tables being erected in the market; 
the clucking and squawking of hens; 
the laughter of children; 
the furious call of a mother. 
I heard all this, all around me. 

But that is not all. 
I listened all my life. 

And I heard people talking about me. 
I could not see, 
so perhaps they thought I could not hear. 
But I heard. 

The questions, the wondering. 
What had I done, what wrong had my parents done? 
Nothing, as far as I knew. 

Yet that is not what fascinated me most 
as I lived in my dark world. 
What fascinated me most was colour. 

All the time I heard people talking about colour: 
the colour of the sky; 
the colour of clothes; 
the colour of meat; 
the colour of the Temple; 
the colour of the leaves; 
the colour of a new rug; 
colour, colour, colour... 

And I had no idea what that meant. 
So sounds became colours for me. 
Old Ben and his rickety cart was warm orange. 
The priest who sometimes offered a blessing was purple. 
The old widow who passed me scraps of food was bright yellow. 
The cold wind whistling from behind was blue. 
My own colours, my own world. 

Then came another priest, 
one I had heard whisperings about, 
and the same old questions about me. 

But this time was different. 
Before I knew it: 
mud in my eyes, 
a hand pulling me up 
and a voice commanding me to wash. 
I stumbled to the pool and sank my head into the water. 

Then, I was transfigured. Everything changed. 
It was a revelation. A new dawn. 
Light, for the first time. 
But not just light, 
I saw colour, 
beautiful colour. 
And everything changed. 

Take Home Ideas
This week, as we look towards Lent, take some purple cloth or 
paper or paint some material purple and choose a place in your 
house to place it to remind us of the season we are entering. 

Sending
Enlightened,
washed,
transformed
by the presence of Jesus,
go in peace,
in wonder
and in love.

Praise/Hymns
A man who could not see online at
 http://www.carolynshymns.com/a_man_who_could_not_see.html

All glory, laud and honour   CH4 364 / MP 9

All my days  MP 1024 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord  CH4 189 / MP 50 

Christ triumphant  CH4 436 / MP 77                

Christ, you made the blind man see online at
 http://www.carolynshymns.com/christ_you_made_the_blind_man_see.html

The splendour of the King  MP 1227

How lovely is thy dwelling place  CH4 52

How lovely is thy dwelling place MP 247 

Immortal, Invisible, God only wise  CH4 132 / MP 327 

Light of the world  MP 1086 

Look ye saints  CH4 439 / MP 426 

Lord, I lift your name on high  CH4 558 / MP 881 

Lord, the light of your love is shining  CH4 448 / MP 445

Make way, make way for Christ the King  CH4 279 / MP 457 

Meekness and majesty  CH4 356 / MP 465 

O God our help in ages past   CH4 161 / MP 498 

O worship the King  CH4 127 / MP 528 

Open your eyes, see the glory of the King  CH4 791 / MP 547 

We’ve a story to tell to the nations  MP 744 

worship ideas

http://www.carolynshymns.com/a_man_who_could_not_see.html
http://www.carolynshymns.com/christ_you_made_the_blind_man_see.html
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gathering 
Feely Bag  all age

You will need: an opaque bag (a dark velvet bag is ideal or dark 
pillowcase), a variety of items (some easy to determine by feel, 
others more difficult).

Gather everyone in a circle and, without the children seeing, 
place an item inside the bag. Then let the children in turn put 
their hand into the bag to feel the item. They get one chance at 
guessing what it is. If they get it right then place another item 
in the bag and move on to the next child. If they do not, then let 
the next person have a turn until someone gets it right. Place 
increasingly difficult to determine objects into the bag. Make 
the point that it would be so much easier to identify them if we 
could see them and let that lead into the story.

games
‘Blind’ Games all age
There are many traditional games such as Blind Man’s Bluff, 
Pin The Tail On The Donkey, Cover The Eyes, Obstacle Course or 
Bear In The Honey Pot that could be played where children are 
blindfolded as part of the game.

With all these games, emphasise the challenges that can bring 
and explore with the children the techniques they adopted to 
help them cope.

Heads, Shoulders   all age
Sing the traditional song “Heads, Shoulders, Knees and Toes” 
with the children. 

Before or after the game talk with the children about needing 
to use our heads when it comes to making decisions like Jesus 
did when he chose to heal people on the Sabbath; we have the 
ability to make good decisions and bad. 

Some people shrug their shoulders because they do not care or 
cannot decide what to do. Jesus took action. 

We need to bend some rules sometimes to help those in need. 

Our toes are part of our feet and let us do the walking 
alongside others. 

Eyes and ears and mouth and nose: we need to see what is 
going on, hear it and understand, voice our concerns and 
support and not lift our nose up and walk away from situations.

age group ideas
activities
Transformation all age

You will need: dirty coins, dirty jewellery, Coca-Cola, cleaning 
solutions.

Let the children handle the money and jewellery and ask them 
what they see. Are the details clear especially on the dirty 
coins? The coins and jewellery are not seen as they should be: 
their true look and beauty are hidden. Using cleaning solution 
for the jewellery and Coca-Cola for the coins let the children 
clean the items to show what they really look like. 

The blind man’s life was transformed when he could see but 
not only his physical sight was restored his faith was also 
restored. The clean coins and jewellery have been transformed.  
If we follow Jesus commands our lives to can be transformed 
and possibly those who we make contact with also.

Name That Juice! all age
You will need: lemonade or water in small clear bottles, food dye 
of various colours.

Ask the children what their favourite flavours of juice are or 
even favourite flavour of water. Do the children know what 
ingredients are in their juice or where their water comes 
from? Let the children devise their own colour of juice or 
water using a variety of drops of the food dye to conceal the 
true natural colour of the drink. Let the children see through 
the bottle and contents before the dye is added. Can they see 
anything through it? What about once they have added the 
dye? Is it as clear? 

The coloured liquid is difficult to see through and when Jesus 
is in our lives our eyes are open to many new possibilities that 
will enrich our lives and the lives of others.  

Who Is It? all age
You will need: images of children’s celebrities and famous 
people where their face is distorted and it is difficult to 
recognise them, a mobile phone with Snapchat app or similar.

If you have access to a mobile phone and have permission to 
take photographs, photograph each child leading up to this 
week or on the day and using the Snapchat app or some similar 
app alter their images, changing how the children appear. Do 
the children recognise each other? If you can project it on 
the wall that would be even better and play around with the 
images. Using the images of the celebrities ask the children if 
they can identify who the person is and what is different about 
them. 

You cannot judge a book by its cover but many people do.  
People judge others by the way they look, dress, act and talk. 
The blind man was pre-judged by many people but Jesus saw 
him as he really was and helped him.
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Our Eyes all age
You will need: eye drops, eye gel mask, sleeping eye mask, slices 
of cucumber, eye cream, mascara, liner, eye shadow, and so on,  
any fruit that ends in berry, spectacles, contact lenses (you can 
buy fake lenses for the children to try such as halloween lenses 
with images on them and lenses that change the colour of your 
eyes) and magnifying glasses.

Allow the children to look at the assortment of eye items that 
you have brought along and ask them if they know what they 
are for. Allow the children to try the various items out (check for 
allergies). Allow the children to eat the fruit and ask them why 
this fruit is important. 

There are many ways to take care of our eyes and to enhance 
the image of our eyes. Some people need correction to their 
eyes. Let the children try spectacles and magnifying glasses 
and show contact lenses or let the brave ones try them! Jesus 
transformed the man’s eyes and spectacles and other items can 
transform people’s lives. 

crafts
Mud Printing   age 3-5

You will need: A3 paper, dirt/soil/earth, water, a jug, a shallow 
tray, protection for clothes and tables, wipes for afterwards.

This is a messy but very fun activity for little ones! 

Place some of the soil/dirt/earth in the shallow tray. Give the 
children a piece of paper each. Now ask them to slowly add 
water to the earth and mix it together with their hands to 
make mud. Once the mud is of a paint-like consistency get the 
children to put the palms of their hands, with fingers open, into 
the mud and then place their hand prints onto the paper. They 
could either just make handprint patterns all over their paper 
or create a picture (such as an animal or flower) using only 
their muddy handprints. Leave aside to dry and ensure all the 
mud is removed from hands.  

Talk with the children about the story and Jesus making mud 
to place on the eyes of the blind man to help him see. Ask the 
children to close their eyes for a time and imagine how the 
blind man must have felt not being able to see and discuss 
their answers. Once they have opened their eyes again talk 
about how it feels to be able to see everything around you. 
Discuss how the blind man must have felt being able to see.  

Spectacles    age 6-8
You will need: the template for spectacles (see page 118), A4 
coloured card, scissors, PVA glue, glue spreaders, cellophane 
in various colours, pencils, coloured pencils, felt tip pens, 
sellotape, stickers.  

Give each child a sheet of coloured card and the spectacles 
template. Ask them to draw around the template onto their 
card and then cut out the pieces. Note that the template folds 
over and the shaded pieces need to be cut out. When this is 
done the cellophane can then be slotted between the folded 
front and back and secured in place by gluing or taping—as can 
the spectacle legs—to produce the spectacles. The children can 
then decorate their spectacles as they please. 

Talk with the children about why we use spectacles: to help us 
see more clearly. Talk with the children about the story and 

discuss the feelings of the blind man before he met Jesus and 
after he met him and was able to see. Encourage them to think 
of how they would feel if they could not see and talk of all the 
things they would miss if they could not see.  

Braille    age 9-12
You will need: a selection of cartons, old medicine packaging, 
plastic pill boxes for example, which have Braille upon them, a 
copy of the Braille alphabet, pencils, plasticine or play dough, 
paper. 

Look together at the packaging and let the children try to 
decipher what the Braille says by looking at the Braille alphabet 
chart. Give them some plasticine or play dough and a piece 
of paper and ask them to place the paper over the top of it (it 
provides support and some ‘give’ when they begin to try and 
make words in Braille). Ask them to look again at the alphabet 
and try and work out the sequence of dots for their name.  
They should then gently push their pencil against the paper on 
the plasticine to create the indentations which will spell out 
their name. When the paper is removed and turned over the 
indentations should be raised ones and the children should 
be able to feel the letters that spell out their name. Repeat for 
other words.  

Talk with the children about the story and discuss what they 
think it would feel like to be unable to see the world around 
them. Talk about how people today who cannot see can use 
Braille to help communicate and feel a part of the world 
around them. Discuss if they found it difficult to use the Braille 
language. Talk about how blind people today might feel if they 
were suddenly able to see.   

The Blind Man  all age
You will need: white paper plates, wool, coloured pencils, felt-tip 
pens, scissors, circles of white card the same size as the base of 
the plate, PVA glue, glue spreaders. 

Give each child a paper plate and ask them to turn it over as 
they will be working on the bottom of the plate. Ask them to 
create a picture of the blind man’s face with his eyelids closed 
within the base of the plate. They can use wool for hair and 
eyebrows. When they have done this show them how to cut the 
eye area on three sides so that they eyelids can then flip up to 
reveal a blank space. Give each child a circle of card and ask 
them to place it directly behind the man’s face and carefully 
mark the cut eye area with a pencil. They should now draw two 
wide open eyes on their circle within that marked eye area. 
When the eyes on the circle are complete, the circle can then 
be glued to the plate in such a way as to allow the man’s face to 
have closed eyes when the eyelids are down or open eyes when 
the flap is lifted to reveal the eyes drawn on the circle. 

Talk with the children about the story and discuss the feelings 
of the blind man before he met Jesus and after he met Jesus 
and was then able to see. Discuss how his life might change 
because he had met Jesus and ask the children if they felt they 
had changed in any way since they first knew of Jesus and the 
stories of Jesus.

sunday 11 february 2018

age group ideas
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#wordofwashing

Preparation
For Opening Activity you need a flip chart, marker pen, and 
blindfold. You may want a copy of the YouTube video mentioned 
also or the facilities to be able to show it.

Opening Activity
Blind Drawing
Blindfold one of the young people and set them in front of a 
flip chart with a pen. Let the rest of the young people come up 
with a suggestion for something to draw and keep it relatively 
simple (a house, a car, a tea pot) unless feeling really wicked!

Give the person drawing a minute to complete their artwork 
then reveal their efforts. Let another person take a turn.

• How did you go about this activity as the artist? What went 
through your mind?

• Did you picture the image you wanted to draw in your 
mind?

• How do you think this would be like for someone born 
blind who has never seen an object (though they have 
probably felt and touched one)?

• What would make it easier?

Disability No More
Let the young people do a little bit of research on their phones 
or on an internet linked computer into activities that at a first 
thought might seem impossible. See what they come up with.

Possibilities might be composers who are deaf or 
photographers who are blind. 

• Are there any common threads between the people 
that have been found and how they work beyond their 
disability?

• What response do you have to what has being created/
achieved? 

• What stigmas do you think might have been faced by these 
people?

The car manufacturer Volkswagen partnered with a blind 
photographer, Pete Eckert, to take photos of one of their new 
models. They made a beautiful video together which describes 
the way he works and what he ‘visualises’. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNI6bcQ9qyw

The Word
Read John 9:1-41 together. As with the previous week, this story 
lends itself to a more dramatic reading so you might want to 
share out the voices.

Activity/Discussion
• What stands out to you from today’s Bible story? 

• What would each of the different characters have been 
thinking? (Blind man, Jesus, Pharisees, blind man’s parents, 
disciples) 

• What does the story reveal about Jesus and, through his 
actions, about God? 

• How did the once blind man’s life get transformed? (Not 
just his sight.)

• Can you think of examples today where people blame a 
person’s situation on their background or parents?

• Do those explanations ring true or sound false? 

• In what ways might you consider yourself to be ‘blind’? 

• What are the things we pretend not to see?

Living It Out
End your time together by reading the Reflection on page 100.

• How might your sight be transformed this week:

•  to see your surroundings in a different way?

• to see people in a different way?

• to see problems in a different way?

discussion starters for teens
no limits

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNI6bcQ9qyw
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and activity sheets

extra resources and activity sheets
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The Candles At Advent

Words: Cecilia Young
Music: Peter Johnston

the candles at advent
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1. The candles at Advent as Christmas draws near;
 their strong and unfaltering flames we hold dear.
 And each has a message God’s promise reminds,
 in sending our Saviour, whose life to us binds.

2. The first of the candles brings Hope with its light,
 through times of despair or whatever our plight.
 When reaching to touch its most delicate ray,
 the faithful and trusting through him find the way.
  Light of darkness, Hope is to come,
  for God will send his Son.
  Hope everlasting when he shall come down,
  the long awaited One.

3. The Love that this candle tells of shall endure;
 is always forgiving, and caring and sure.
 Our Lord is to come and he comes us to lead:
 to teach us to love in our word and our deed.
  Light of darkness, Love is to come,
  for God will send his Son.
  Love everlasting when he shall come down,
  the long awaited One.

4. Now, Peace is the candle, its elusive flame,
 some search for relentlessly; striving in vain.
 In quiet reflection, considering God’s grace,
 then those ever thankful shall surely find Peace.                                      
  Light of darkness, Peace is to come,
  for God will send his Son.
  Peace everlasting when he shall come down,
  the long awaited One.

5. The light from this candle, emitting great Joy,
 bring thoughts of our Saviour who comes as a boy.
 So let us be joyful, while singing his praise,
 and welcome his coming then follow his way.
  Light of darkness, Joy is to come,
  for God will send his Son.
  Joy everlasting when he shall come down,
  the long awaited One.

6. The light that is Christ shall endure for all days
 and those who go near share its brilliant rays:
 a life of compassion, obedience and love
 was sent by his Father from heaven above.
  Light of darkness, waiting is done,                      
  for God has sent his Son.
  Promise fulfilled and all praise be to God
  for now the time has come!

the candles at advent
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Famous Threes

Complete the Threes
1. Jesus, M _ _ _ _ , E _ _ _ _ _

2. Peter, J _ _ _ _ , J _ _ _

3. Father, S _ _ , H _ _ _  S _ _ _ _ _

4. Snap, C _ _ _ _ _ _ , P _ _

5. Good, B _ _ , U _ _ _

6. Hop, S _ _ _ , J _ _ _

7. Shake, R _ _ _ _ _ , R _ _ _

8. Past, P _ _ _ _ _ _ , F _ _ _ _ _

9. Harry, R _ _ , H _ _ _ _ _ _ _

10. Three W _ _ _ M _ _

11. SpongeBob, P _ _ _ _ _ _ , Sq _ _ _ _ _ _ _

12. Three B _ _ _ _ M _ _ _

13. Three M _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

14. Faith, H _ _ _ , L _ _ _

15. Stop, L _ _ _ , L _ _ _ _ _
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advent take home labels

Water

Fire

Earth

Air
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advent take home labels

Ho! Everyone who 
thirsts, come to 

the waters

Blessed be the 
God of Shadrach, 

Meshach and 
Abednego!

The Word became 
flesh, and dwelt 

among us

O my people! I will 
put my Spirit in you
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body builder

Body Builder

6

1
2

2

4

Throws

6 Pelvis, Spine, Ribs
5 Leg Bones (x4)
4 Feet (x2)
3 Arm Bones (x4)
2 Hands (x2)
1 Head

Rules

Players must first throw a ‘6’ to 
draw the pelvis, spine and ribs to 
which the arms, legs and head are 
attached. Note that an arm must 
be complete before a hand can be 
added, and likewise for legs and feet. 

The winner is the player who 
completes the skeleton the quickest 
and shouts “Body Builder!”

Add up the score of the missing 
parts (using the dice throw number) 
for those who have not completed 
the skeleton if using this as a “beetle 
drive” style activity where the 
winners rotate around to the next 
group.

1.

3.

3
3

2.

4.

5

4

5
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skeleton cutout
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following jesus

Can You Follow Jesus?
Help the boy find his way through the maze to Jesus!
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maslow hierarchy of needs

Worship God
Can you think of reasons why people might not be able 

to worship God starting with each letter? 
We have given you an example to start off with.

W  Weather  bad weather can put us off coming to church

O

R

S 

H 

I

P

G

O

D
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do we ask the questions
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Do We Ask The Questions

Words and Music: Peter Johnston
©2012 Sleepless Nights Publications

for Spill the Beans

// //

// //

1.    Do we ask the questions
        that trouble our own hearts?
        Do we dare to raise them
        knowing what we'll start?

2.    Do we ask the questions
        that Jesus heard each day?
        'Will you feed me, heal me,
        and hear what I say?'

3.    Do we ask the questions
        that Jesus asks of us?
        Will you follow him today,
        give him all your trust?

4.    Do we ask the questions
        that wake our sleeping souls?
        Turn God's love to action,
        broken hearts made whole.

5.    Do we ask the questions
        that stir the hornet's nest?
        Who is welcome in Christ's church?
        Must there be a test?

6.    Do we ask the questions
        to which no answer comes?
        Do we stand as witnesses
        for the selfless one?

7.    Do we ask the questions
        that turn our world around?
        Let compassion rule our hearts;
        peace and grace be found.
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& c ..Voice Ó ‰ œ œ œ
I was a

.œ .œ œ œ
strang er when I

C C/E

.œ .œ œ œ
saw him as he

F

.œ .œ œ œ
told his friends fare

C/E

‐ ‐

& .˙ œ œ
well. He was

Gsus G

.œ .œ œ œ
wea ry and he

C C/E

.œ .œ œ œ
asked me for a

F

œ œ œ œ
drink from Ja cob's

C/E Gsus G7C/F .˙ œ œ
well. Now I

C

‐ ‐

& .œ .œ œ œ
know men, its no

Am Am/G

.œ .œ œ
sec ret, but

F .œ .œ œ
not like this

C/E F

.˙ œ œ
man; he saw

Gsus G

.œ .œ œ œ
through me, he spoke

C C/E

‐

& ...œ .œ œ œ
tru ly, and a

F

1.     I was a stranger when I saw him
        as he told his friends farewell.
        He was weary and he asked me
        for a drink from Jacob's well.
        Now I know men, it's no secret,
        but not like this man;
        he saw through me, he spoke truly,
        and a whole new life began.

2.     I was a stranger when I saw him
        as he strolled through Jericho,
        then he looked up in the treetop
        and said home with me he'd go.
        I heard grumbling from the people
        but I did not care.
        All my stealing, crooked dealing,
        it would stop: they'd have their share.

œ œ œ œ
whole new life be

C/E C/F G7Gsus w
gan.

C Csus
1.‐3.

3.     I was a stranger when I saw him
        shining light in endless dark.
        His hands touched me and he asked me,
        "Can you see?" was his remark.
        "I see people," I said to him,
        "like trees walking round."
        Once again he touched my eyes, "See!"
        Now my life in him I've found.

4.     We all are strangers when we meet him,
        yet he welcomes us the same,
        "Come and follow and you shall grow
        into friends that share my name."
        We are children of the one God,
        we're strangers no more,
        for Christ Jesus walks beside us,
        walks behind and walks before.

Ó ‰ œ œ œ
C G7

(c) 2008 Sleepless Nights Productions

w
4.
C

‐ ‐

I Was A Stranger
Peter Johnston

(or Dm) (or F)

(Use bracketed chords if playing with piano accompaniment.)

i was a stranger
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I Was A Stranger (Piano)
Peter Johnston

1.‐3. 4.

i was a stranger
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spectacles
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your notes
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