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ethos
There is a particular ethos behind this 
material: it’s all about story. When we spill 
the beans about anything, we tell the story 
of what happened and we share the story 
of what that means for us. 

We believe story is the lifeblood of faith. 
In story we can tell the truth and speak 
with honesty about things for which there 
are not yet words. Story contains mystery 
and is the poetry that forms faith. Stories 
grow as we grow and can reveal new 
truths at different times in our lives.

So we believe giving stories to people 
is one of the most important things we 
can do in sharing our faith. Children and 
adults hold stories in their being and keep 
coming back to them throughout life. Our 
culture is stored in story. The same is true 
for our faith.

We believe in telling story. This material is 
simply the retelling of our faith stories. 
It always starts with the story each week. 

The team producing these resources has 
included:
Jan Cross
Liz Crumlish
Roddy Hamilton
Karen Harbison
Peter Johnston
Tina Kemp
Bryan Kerr

Jo Love
John Murning
Barbara Ann Sweetin

For more information and extra materials,  
join us at the Spill the Beans blog: 
http://spillbeans.org.uk 

ethos statement

Then each activity is simply a way to 
engage the story and enable children 
and adults to imbed the story, capturing 
different aspects of it, highlighting 
different images that help us hold the 
story in our beings.

But we believe these faith stories ought 
to be able to mingle with our own life 
stories, our day-to-day experiences. So as 
activities are engaged, it is important to 
ask people to retell the faith story along 
with their own story of that week. It’s the 
tangle of life stories with faith stories that 
perhaps make both real.

We believe one story is the lens through 
which we hear other stories. Faith 
narratives create a web: if we think about 
water, then what other stories involving 
water do we find in the Bible; if we are 
reflecting on forgiveness, what other 
stories of forgiveness can we hear. During 
activities the question ought to be asked: 
does this story remind you of other stories 

in the Bible? Stories don’t exist on their 
own but in a diverse web, each feeding the 
other. 

We believe that as we grow we reflect 
in different ways on the faith stories we 
hold. Our idea is to invest these stories 
in people, offering each as a gift of faith. 
The story may be understood in a literal 
way during younger years, then with 
questions about their historical accuracy 
as people move into teenage years and 
then move into a third stage where we 
hear the story again for the first time, but 
this time holding the meaning, the deep 
down truth in the story that helps it shape 
our living and how we understand and 
engage with the world in justice and in 
grace. Story holds the faith more honestly 
and in a much deeper way than any creed 
and doctrine. 

Join us and spill the beans.

spill the beans team
Key to Abbreviations
In the worship ideas section the following 
abbreviations are used:
CG Common Ground
CH4 Church Hymnary, 4th Edition
CH3 Church Hymnary, 3rd Edition
JP  Junior Praise
MP  Mission Praise
SGP Songs of God’s People
WGRG  Wild Goose Worship Group

http://spillbeans.org.uk
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Welcome to the fourth issue of the 
experiment called ‘Spill the Beans’. It 
was always meant to be a wee idea but it 
has grown somewhat as a group of people 
from the Church of Scotland have got 
together to explore Bible passages and 
write worship and learning resources for 
their own congregations  and discovered 
that this was good fun and triggered 
imagination and creativity within their 
congregations.

There is quite a collection of things to 
use each week. Each piece is written with 
specific congregations in mind rather than 
some average android congregation. We 
even know the names of people who were 
thought about when the material was put 
together, how it might sound when it was 
read or how it might work in a particular 
congregation. Thus there may be the 

contents
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Sunday 10 June 2012 14
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HOLD

introductions

Note that during the weeks of the Summer 
Holidays the pattern of resources is slightly 
different recognising the greater variety 
of setups that exist within congregations 
during that period.

Here are some helpful tips to guide you in 
your use of the material in age groups:

1. It presumes some introduction to the 
story will have taken place in worship 
together or will play a part in the 
service when children join it later.

2. Depending on the make-up of your 
own groups of children you will need 
to remain flexible in how you use the 
material.

3. Each idea has been given a guide 
age range to help your planning, but 
this is only a guide and your own 
circumstances may make certain crafts 
or activities more or less successful.

using spill the beans

worship ideas

age group ideas

Each week we provide a selection of 
words, ideas and creative moments to take 
the theme and the passage a little further. 
We do not provide a ready made service or 
perfect prayers but ideas and pointers that 
hopefully scratch at your own creativity 
and provoke heaven’s imagination within 
you. 

4. Before the sit-down activities if you 
have a group of young children or 
lots of boys, you may want to add a 
run-around type game before the 
gathering time to expend some 
energy.

5. Use the gathering time exercise to 
get into the story. Begin with a circle 
where the whole Sunday School is 
together and do this activity together 
(gathering time).

6. Then retell the story together (it 
should have been told already in 
worship if you begin together there).

7. Follow that by choosing as many or 
as few activities your space and time 
allow. You could offer a number of 
activities each at different stations 
all at the same time for all ages to 
self-select with a teacher staffing each 
one, or have traditional classes.

8. During activities, ask children to retell 
the story to you and ask about their 
week, what was happy and what was 
sad and if this week’s story reminds 
them of other biblical and personal 
stories. 

9. The intention is not to complete “the 
task” brilliantly, but rather to provide 
opportunities to begin conversations, 
build relationships, retell the story of 
the day, and talk about what it might 
have felt like then and what it means 
for us today.

10. There are numerous websites that 
will provide handout type sheets that 
will have images, crosswords and 
wordsearches for the themes of these 
weeks. While helpful in a pinch, try not 
to rely on these!

These are a few ideas that possibly expand 
upon the story offering words, phrases, 
poetry and ideas that could be used in 
some way in worship. They are not to be 
used exactly as they are but ought to be 
edited and expanded to suit the culture of 
your own faith community.  

need to be a little creative yourselves in 
adapting and evolving some of the ideas 
to suit your own place and culture and 
congregation. That is a good thing.

Of course, if you are creative and you’d 
like to share what you have done, then 
we have a place for that on our Blog 
(http://spillbeans.org.uk). There you’ll find 
PowerPoint backgrounds for each week, 
a live discussion of the passages for that 
week and how we might be able to adapt 
and recreate what has been suggested. 

But you are not expected to do it all every 
week. Each piece stands on its own and 
you just choose which ones you want to 
do, work best for you and are easier for you 
to use. Either way, let us know what you 
think, how you get on and what we can do 
to help out. Enjoy!

http://spillbeans.org.uk
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setting the scene

Through the weeks of this issue of Spill the 
Beans we are going to focus on the Old 
Testament passages from the lectionary. 
These will encourage us to take some time 
with one of the most important characters 
of the Old Testament, and perhaps the 
most rounded portrayal of any of the other 
characters. We get to spend time with King 
David, from boyhood onwards through 
the numerous ups and downs of his life. It 
is a warts ‘n’ all depiction of the man who 
in much later Christian thought is held up 
to be the precursor for the reign of the 
Messiah, Jesus Christ.

First Renaissance Man?
David was a man of many parts, as we will 
explore. One might say that the character 
of David is the first depiction of the 
polymath who was learnèd and skilled in 
different areas: a Renaissance Man way 
before his time. He is known as a talented 
musician, composer, poet, leader, tactician, 
prophet, God’s anointed, and King. 

David represents for us the ultimate 
underdog, and don’t we all love to root 
for the underdog, as he uses his cunning 
and courage to take on Goliath. David’s 
enthusiasm and creativity is a wonder to 
behold.

There is so much to admire in the story 
of David. He is an ideal, and depicted as 
such in countless artworks, most famously 
by Michelangelo in his sublime statue of 
David, unveiled in 1504. 

But the story of David we read in the books 

setting the scene
of Samuel also reveals someone far more 
complex than a hagiographic image of the 
idealised David. The frail and human side 
of David is also apparent; his complexity 
and contradictions are evident to us. 

Placing the Story
As the Spill the Beans team met to 
plan this issue, a few issues repeated 
themselves in the discussions. 

Firstly, the complexity of the story of David 
means that sometimes care will be needed 
when addressing some of the topics or 
events depicted. It was felt important 
not to duck away from some of the 
difficult themes, whether the horrendous 
bloodshed or sexual indiscretions (here’s 
looking at you, Bathsheba), as these are all 
part of the story. Discretion in dealing with 
these, however, will be required for a few 
of the weeks.

The second issue was that reading the 
story of this part of the history of the 
Israelites has to be placed within a larger 
context. This is not history as we might 
think of it today: a forensic litany of known 
facts about what happened in reality. 
This is a story that may contain historical 
facts, for sure, but it also contains the 
later thoughts and understanding of the 

authors and editors who sought to help 
the Israelites understand their history and 
place in the world and God’s plan for them 
in this world. In other words, there is a 
layer of interpretation already applied to 
the Biblical narrative of David’s story, even 
before we come to it ourselves. 

The Importance of Exile
The third issue, closely related to the 
previous, is the recognition of the Exile of 
the Israelites in Babylon as a key period in 
the formation of the Old Testament as we 
know it today. As Walter Brueggemann, 
the revered Old Testament scholar, says, 
“it is now increasingly agreed that the Old 
Testament in its final form is a product and 
a response to the Babylonian exile.” 

The Israelites were in crisis, uprooted from 
their homeland by the Babylonians in 
the sixth century BC, and one of the key 
responses to this crisis was to affirm the 
history and place of the people as God’s 
chosen, despite what was happening to 
them at the time. This spurred on a period 
of intense work as the stories of old were 
gathered together, when those entrusted 
and empowered for this work tried to 
make sense of what was happening and 
to respond to the events that had befallen 
them. Brueggemann describes this process 
as an “enterprise in counter-reality”. 

The Old Testament, in all its many different 
parts, becomes a summons for people 
towards an alternative reality to the one 
they were living in during the time of 
exile. It helped provide an identity to a 
people who were feeling lost amidst the 
turmoil of their new existence. It is thus 
profoundly hopeful, even as it recognises 
the reality of sorrow and pain that so often 
accompanies humanity.

For the most part, the Spill the Beans 
team have approached the story of David 
relatively straightforwardly, to draw from 
it truths and understanding that still speak 
to us today. There will be times, however, 
when a greater awareness of the nature of 
the texts and their final formation during 
the upheaval of the Exile will be helpful.
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through the season

Windows to God 
Mirrors for the Soul
A possible visual hook for this season 
would be through the use of windows and 
mirrors. Indeed the overall theme for this 
season could be based on “Windows to 
God, Mirrors for the Soul”.

In some of the passages during the season 
we encounter people who are looking on 
to what is happening, as though looking 
through a window at events taking place. 
As we read some of these passages, it is 
like we have a “window” to God, a way of 
helping us to see something more, and to 
learn something different about God.

At other times as we explore the passages 
in this season, it is as though the passages 
reflect back to us aspects of what it is to 
be human, positive and negative: the 
passages act like “mirrors” for the soul.  

This thought can be developed so that 
the focus during the season will switch 
between whether we are looking through 
a window or into a mirror. Some weeks we 
will learn more about God, other weeks 
we will focus more on looking at ourselves 
and how we can reflect more of God 
through our lives.

We remember that some windows are 
mirrors too! 

Possible arrangements might be:

• a large window frame with a separate 
pane for each week, this pane could 
either be clear or mirrored (shiny mirror 
card would work) depending on the 
week and key words or theme added;

• two large frames, one as a window on 
one side of the sanctuary, the other 
mirrored (either a large actual mirror 
or mirrored card), adding key words to 
whichever is the focus for that week.

Some suggestions for each week:

3 June  Trinity
 Bible: Psalm 29
 Theme: Trinity and Majesty 
 Object:  Window
 Words: Sound, voice, awe, 

wonder, thunder.

10 June  Pentecost 2
 Bible: 1 Samuel 8:4-11,16-20
 Theme: Monarchy and Deity
 Object:  Mirror
 Words:  King, ruler, God, royalty.

17 June  Pentecost 3
 Bible: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
 Theme: Second Chances 
 Object:  Mirror
 Words: Mistakes, potential, 

unexpected.

24 June  Pentecost 4
 Story: 1 Samuel 17:32-49
 Theme: Stepping Up
 Object:  Window
 Words: Boy, giant, stones, sling.

1 July  Pentecost 5
 Story: 2 Samuel 1:1,17-27
 Theme: Victory and Grief
 Object:  Mirror
 Words: Friends, sadness, good 

news, bad news, king.

8 July  Pentecost 6
 Story: 2 Samuel 5:1-5,9-10
 Theme: Anointed King
 Object:  Window
 Words: Tribes, king, covenant, 

promise, city.

15 July  Pentecost 7
 Story: 2 Samuel  6:1-5,12-19
 Theme: Dancing King
 Object:  Mirror
 Words: Ark, dancing, celebrate.

22 July  Pentecost 8
 Story: 2 Samuel 7:1-14
 Theme: God on the Move
 Object:  Window
 Words: Temple, tent, Nathan.

29 July  Pentecost 9
 Story: 2 Samuel 11:1-15
 Theme: Temptation and 

Betrayal
 Object:  Mirror
 Words: Bathsheba, bath, 

balcony.

5 Aug  Pentecost 10
 Story: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a
 Theme: Repercussions
 Object:  Mirror
 Words: Nathan, sheep, cattle.

12 Aug  Pentecost 11
 Story: 2 Samuel 18:5-33
 Theme: Paying the Price
 Object:  Mirror
 Words: Absalom, battle, hair, 

tree.

19 Aug  Pentecost 12
 Story: 1 Kings 2:10-12,3:3-14
 Theme: The King is Dead...
 Object:  Window
 Words: Solomon, David, 

wisdom, baton.

26 Aug  Pentecost 13
 Story: Psalm 84
 Theme: Living Memories
 Object:  Window
 Words: Psalm, song, joy, 

singing, praise.

through the season
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across and through creation. The ‘voice 
of the Lord’ is repeated some seven times 
throughout this psalm. Perhaps this is 
the sound of the thunder as a storm 
swept across the land from the adjoining 
Mediterranean Sea.

Can this ancient, mythical worldview of 
God on earth still be of use to a modern 
reader, or a modern congregation? It 
seems that this Psalm has been tightly 
constructed as a hymn of praise with the 
first section acting as a call to worship, the 
middle, longer section stating the list of 
God’s actions in the earth and the final two 
verses bringing the worshippers together 
in their praise of God.

The Israelites were singing this hymn 
of praise to a God whom they felt was 
active and present in the world. Is that 
any different to what a congregation 
would offer as praise today? Where is 
the authority of God’s voice speaking in 
creation in the 21st century? Where do we 
see God? Where do we hear God? Does 
that voice still have authority in the lives of 
those who believe, the life of the church, 
the life of our communities?

This issue of Spill the Beans begins and 
ends with a focus on a psalm. This makes 
for fitting bookends to the weeks between 
which are focussed on the story of King 
David, traditionally associated with the 
psalms as a musician and song-writer. 

bible notes
The Authoritative Voice

Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29

Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

sunday 3 june 2012

Do you recognise the name Sara Mendes 
da Costa? Many of the people in your 
congregation will hear her voice every day. 
Sara’s voice is heard more than 30 million 
times a day. This equates to over 20,800 
times each minute of the day. Sara Mendes 
da Costa is the voice behind those special 
words “At the third stroke the time will 
be… precisely.”

In 2007 Sara Mendes da Costa won the 
race to become the voice of the UK’s 
speaking clock. Dial ‘123’ from a landline 
phone (and be charged 31p) and you will 
hear her voice telling you the accurate 
time. Da Costa is one of only four people to 
be the ‘permanent’ voice of the speaking 
clock, beating over 18,400 other entrants 
in a Children in Need competition to find 
the new voice.

Her voice, for many, brings authority. The 
unquestioned accuracy of the speaking 
clock led to Accurist Watches sponsoring 

the announcements from March 1986 
until August 2008. With millions of calls 
a year this may well have been the most 
frequently heard advertising message 
of all time. People across the country set 
their watches by Sara Mendes da Costa’s 
authoritative voice. Even the ‘bongs’ to 
mark the start of the national ITV News at 
10 are set according to the speaking clock.

In Psalm 29 it is the voice of God that is 
heard with startling authority as it sweeps 
through the land and over all aspects of 
nature.

“The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
the God of glory thunders . . . The voice of 
the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord 
is full of majesty. The voice of the Lord 
breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks the 
cedars of Lebanon . . . The voice of the Lord 
flashes forth flames of fire. The voice of the 
Lord shakes the wilderness . . . The voice 
of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl, and 
strips the forest bare . . .”

Some scholars suggest that there is 
evidence that this particular Psalm may 
have originally been a song of praise 
to Ba’al the storm god before being 
refashioned by the Israelites into a song 
about Yahweh. What do we refashion 
nowadays to speak of the wonder of God?

Whatever the origins of this song of 
praise it is a wonderful meditation on 
the splendour of God’s voice as it speaks 

trinity

trinity and majesty
sunday 3 june 2012
psalm 29
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Have you heard?
Have you heard the voice of God?

Was it like the sound of thunder or a gentle 
whisper?

Did it fill you with awe and wonder?

Or were you just filled with fear and terror?

Did the voice come to you on a 
mountaintop and from a cloud?

Or, did the voice speak to you through a 
friend, a stranger, a song or a sermon?

How did you know it was the voice of God?

Did you see God himself or just feel it was 
like God who was speaking to you?

Did he speak with a Scots accent or BBC 
English or perhaps in Hebrew or Greek?

Did he speak clearly and loudly and left 
you in no doubt it was God, or did you 
have to listen really hard to make out the 
words and understand the meanings?

Why do you think he chose to speak with 
you?

Are you special, more holy, more open to 
God than anyone else?

Had you been ready to listen to him, or 
been on a course that taught you how to 
listen to the voice of God?

Tell me the secret, tell me how I too can 
hear the voice of God.  Tell me what I have 
to do to hear God speak to me.  

My child, my precious child, you ask 
questions that don’t have answers. You 
want a training course, a manual of 
instruction, a formula to work out what I 
am saying to you, a heavenly translator to 
make sense of the world you inhabit, yet I 
have given you all those things?

I have given you the church that you 
might grow in your faith, knowledge and 
understanding of who I am.  I have given 
you the Bible that you might hear my 
voice in its pages each day. I have given 
you the possibility to pray and to listen for 
my voice in our conversations with one 
another. I gave you the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to make sense of the world around 
you. My voice speaks to you in the world 
and in its beauty. My voice speaks to you 
in the people who cry out that they are 
hungry, in the people who need to be 
cared for, in the sick who want to be made 
well, in the oppressed who want you to 
bring freedom to them, in the lonely who 
long for friend.  

If you cannot hear me speak to you then 
maybe you are just not listening!

the story
Retelling for young people
Have you ever heard God’s voice?

What do you think it sounds like?

What do you think happens when God 
speaks?

In the Bible there’s a poem someone 
wrote long ago; a poem about God’s 
voice.

Here’s what they thought…

God’s voice is like thunder;  
like a big booming drum!

God’s voice is like  
the rushing of a waterfall!

God’s voice is like  
the flashing of lightning!

God’s voice is like the sound  
of a huge tree trunk cracking!

God’s voice is like the wind  
whistling through leafy branches!

When God has something to say, 
the earth shivers and shakes!

When God speaks, 
he gives us strength and peace!

What do you think God’s voice is like?

What kind of poem could we write?

trinity and majesty

Through the Season
Don’t forget the seasonal ideas on page 
5 that can be used to help set the scene 
throughout this season introducing key 
words and helping to indicate what theme 
is being explored this week. 

The visual focus is the window this week. 
Keywords might be: sound, voice, awe, 
wonder, thunder.

Gathering Activity  
Talk to folks around you. Share a time 
when you had a powerful experience of 
some kind, it could be anything: perhaps 
visiting a natural wonder, or an event with 
lots of people, or a walk alone on a windy 
beach... 

worship ideas
Call to Worship
Leader: Be still, listen, can you hear it?
All: For what do we listen?

Leader: Be ready, prepared, can you hear 
the voice?

All: For whom do we listen?

Leader: Over the waters, 
breaking the cedars, 
shaking the wilderness, 
can you hear the voice of God?

All: The voice of the Lord 
is powerful and full of glory, 
we hear it and rejoice.

Leader: The Lord gives strength to you all!
All: May the Lord bless us; 

we worship the Lord!

Opening Reflection
Together,
let us gather in God,
weaver of star-fields and atoms.

Together,
let us gather in Jesus,
word of grace and resurrection.

Together,
let us gather in Spirit,
wisdom of creation and breath of life.

For all our stories meet here today,
each one held 
and loved by God,
the three in one:
weaver,
word,
and wisdom.
Together.
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Prayer
God, 
may we hear your whisper 
as the sun creeps over the horizon.

May we listen out for your voice 
in the buzz of the midday hubbub.

And may we be attuned to hear your 
soothing tones as the moon and stars 
perfect their nightly display.

In every time and place 
your word guides us if we will only listen.
Your word guides us in calm and in storm.
Your word guides us through times of ease 
and times of angst.
May we seek your direction and follow it.

God, 
open our eyes and our ears,
assuring us that your will for us is good
and your way leads to wholeness.

God, 
who speaks 
through the beauty of creation,
may we, your creatures, read the signs
and follow your way, 
trusting you 
to reveal yourself in our everyday,
unfolding to us the mysteries of love 
and prompting us to hear and obey.

God of the universe speak 
as we your people listen.
Amen.

sunday 3 june 2012

Prayer for Others
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
as we ponder the mystery
that makes you three in one,
may we be distracted by your love,
displayed as you parent your children.

May we be diverted by the sight of you
as you subdue your own will to do your 
Father’s bidding,
giving your life for all God’s people.

May we be stopped in our tracks
by the playful whisper of your Spirit
rippling through lives,
touching and caressing,
healing and restoring.

And in view of all this, 
may we be compelled
to mirror the Trinity
at work in the world around us.

A world that needs to experience
good models of parenthood.

A world that needs to see
that offering service
is not submissive but powerful.

A world that needs to see
that wholeness is possible
if we will only
act in the triune name of God 
to parent, serve and heal your people.

All-Age Prayer
God,
you have a very small name
with a great big meaning.

God means so many things
like:

creating
and loving
and caring
and speaking
and listening
and holding
and hugging
and forgiving
and calling
and healing
and teaching
and laughing
and crying
and renewing
and sharing.

A very small name
that has a very big meaning.

Open our minds and our souls
to explore what you are to us
and make an adventure
out of believing:
always ready to discover something new
about you and each one of us,
together.

worship ideas
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trinity and majesty

Creative Trinity
You will need: torn pieces of paper, 
bread, a paper chain, long matches or a 
candle, a stone, a metronome.

This sequence of stories takes the 
theme of trinity and explores it more 
reflectively. We take a small handful 
of well known images that will quickly 
remind us of stories in the Bible and 
through them we can celebrate and 
affirm some of the many faces of God. 
Each verse describes a different part of 
the Trinity. Each story has a symbol.

Between each play some music or have 
the congregation sing a short chant.

Breath (a pile of paper in your 
hand and blow it)
In the beginning time,
I took a breath
and on my breath supernovas and galaxies 
spilled into being,
light cascaded and life began.
I am Spirit,
the inspiration.

Bread
In the sharing time,
I took bread
and among the first of my followers
I broke it
and shared the promise of heaven  
with them all.
I am Saviour,
the bread of life.

Chain
In the ancient time,
I took a bush
and among the flames 
that never consumed
I announced my desire
of liberty for those in captivity.
I am Creator,
the freedom giver.

Matches
In the renewing time,
I took a community
and with tongues of fire
I called them into new life
and birthed the church.
I am Spirit,
the energy.

Awesome Trinity
Voice A:  When we think of the Trinity 

sometimes we concentrate on 
the wrong words.

Voice B:  We think we have to try to follow 
the word ‘Trinity’ with lots of 
other words...

Voice C:  That will help explain what that 
word means.

Voice D:  But it never works too well 
because the words we use aren’t 
big enough.

A:  So we thought it would be a 
better idea...

B:  to use words in front of the word 
‘Trinity’,

C:  rather than after the word ‘Trinity’,
D:  that might help us, not so much 

to understand, but to bring the 
Trinity to life a little more.

A:  What about the word ‘awesome’ 
Trinity?

B:  Or ‘breath-taking’ Trinity?
C:  Perhaps the word ‘mind-blowing’ 

helps?
D:  Or even the word ‘magnificent’?

A:  We thought these were pretty 
good words.

B:  Some said we had perhaps 
overused our Thesauruses,

C:  but we needed a thesaurus to 
help us with words like...

D:  extravagant, phenomenal and 
inconceivable.

A:  But when we thought about it, 
there were other words we might 
use:

B:  like ‘intimidating’,
C:  or ‘frightening’,
D:  or even ‘shocking’.

A:  Because the Trinity is not always 
cosy,

B:  like Moses on the Mountain,
C:  or Elijah in his cave,
D:  or Isaiah at his calling.

A:  But we could also think of other 
modern words like:

B:  ‘Unreal’,
C:  ‘Wicked’,
D:  ‘Ace’.

Stone
In the morning time,
I took a stone
and, as dawn broke,
rolled it
and walked alive into resurrected life.
I am Saviour,
the Alpha and Omega.

Clock
In all time yet to be,
I take what you long to be
and in those dreams
plant seeds of hope
and let them grow.
I am Creator,
the hope bringer.

I am Spirit,
I am Saviour,
I am Creator,
we… are Trinity.

Reflection
Strumming across the rainbow
with crescendo and diminuendo
as the colours fade in and out.

Rippling through the treetops
with trills and turns
as the leaves catch the rhythm
swaying in and out of the stave
or floating untethered on the wind,
freestyle, unfettered by rules and forms.

God’s voice refuses to be pinned down
but weaves around us 
in beauty and majesty,
in oceans of calm,
in tempest and storm
lulling us into pausing,
ensuring our rapt attention
before compelling us to act
in response to words of wisdom
so beautifully spoken.

Compelled to take up the cry
for justice and sharing,
compelled to act until all God’s children
hear the voice of God
as wonderfully loving and affirming
and splendid as creation.
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A:  Because Trinity is well up to date:
B:  look at creation, always evolving;
C:  or consider the church, always 

changing;
D:  or wonder about community, 

always finding new ways to 
engage.

A:  After a while we realised
B:  that the words we used before 

‘Trinity’
C:  were often more important 
D:  than the ones we used after 

‘Trinity’.

A:  They have more expectation,
B:  more questions,
C:  more colour,
D:  more wonder.

A:  So choose your own words:
B:  be adventurous,
C:  be interesting,
D:  be  unusual,

A:  because if there is one thing we 
have found about the Trinity

B:  It’s not always what you expect,
C:  It’s not all sown up,
D:  and not all the words have been 

used yet to describe it.

A: ‘Argumentative’,
B:  ‘Bizarre’,
C:  ‘Amazing’,
D:  How would you describe what no 

one yet has been able to...?

worship ideas
Sending
May God’s grace always enfold you.
May Jesus’ compassion always nourish you.
May the Spirit’s imagination always find a 
home in you.

And the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Love of God,
and the Commonwealth of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all,
evermore.

Praise Songs / Hymns
Eternal Father, strong to save  
(CH4 260, MP 122)

Glory be to God the Father (CH4 110)

God beside (Fischy Music on CD Down to 
Earth) 

God of great and God of small (CH4 174)

God is great (MP 836)

Holy, holy, holy (CH4 111, MP 237)

Lord of all being (CH4 125, MP 439)

Majesty (MP 454)

Name of all majesty (MP 481)

Now thank we all our God  
(CH4 182, MP 486)

O worship the King (CH4 127, MP 528)

Over my head (CH4 575)

The Lord is King (MP 656)

The voice of God goes out (CH4 283)

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 
(MP 529)

Ye servants of God (CH4 130, MP 784)

your notes
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gathering 
Voices   all age
Ask the children about different ways they 
use their voices (for instance, whispering, 
talking, shouting, singing, humming). Let 
the children demonstrate some of these 
and then discuss how we use our voices to 
worship God. 

Note that some schools use terms like 
‘partner voices’, ‘group voices’, ‘inside 
voices’, ‘playground voices’, to try to help 
children understand appropriate uses for 
their different voices.

Silence   all age
Ask everyone to be very still and quiet for 
one minute and ask them to listen to the 
sounds that they hear. 

You may want to do this activity at an 
open window or take the children to the 
front door to listen.  What do they hear?  

Traffic, people talking, music playing, 
horns, doors opening and closing, 
aeroplanes, water.  How can we hear 
God talking to us when we have so many 
distractions?

Trinity Challenge   age 9-12
You will need: sheets of paper, pens.

The children can do this on their own, with 
a partner or in small groups. Challenge 
them to come up with three examples 
of different object. For example, three 
different types of fruit, three Scottish 
islands, three girl’s names beginning with 
‘D’, three Disney films, and so on.

This can lead into a discussion of the three 
different ways we talk about God: Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.

age group ideas
activities
Making Music  age 3-8

You will need: musical percussion 
instruments to play or listen to (cymbals, 
shakers, tambourines, drums).

Either with the musical instruments (you 
can make simple shakers with plastic cups, 
rice, and sellotape) or just by clapping, 
clicking fingers or foot stamping, try 
making different sounds. Then try to 
put these together to make a rhythm. If 
possible, see if you can get everyone to 
accompany a familiar song. Emphasise 
the importance of listening to each other, 
listening for the different sounds.

The Power all age  
of Speaking

You will need: pictures of world leaders, 
pop stars, religious leaders, your 
minister, children, homeless, addicts, 
elderly, cartoon characters.

Show the different images and ask what 
kind of power these people have when 
they are speaking. Can they start change 
for the better or for the worse, and who 
decides? 

Then add some images of people who 
might be considered to be voiceless (e.g. 
children, homeless, addicts, very elderly). 
Ask how they can be heard. Is there 
anything we can do?

Introduce some cartoon character 
images. Do they have a voice? They don’t 
themselves, but actors give them a voice. 
What can we do to give a voice to those 
who are voiceless?

Worship Symbols all age 
You will need: musical instruments, Bible, 
hymn book, picture of praying hands, 
words like “rejoice, celebrate, alleluia”.

How do people of faith worship God? Use 
the symbols gathered to help stimulate 
discussion about the ways we worship God 
in church. This can lead to a conversation 
about how we use our voices to worship 
God.

But don’t stop there. Introduce the 
thought that we can also worship God 
through our actions, day by day.

crafts
The craft is not an end in itself but a way 
of engaging in conversation with people 
and to help focus on the story. During this 
time, try to encourage some talk about 
the themes of worship, about taking time 
apart from thinking just about ourselves to 
thinking about God.

Strike up the Band  age 3-5
You will need: plastic containers (various 
sizes) with lids, stickers, dried peas or 
lentils, labels, sellotape.

Give each child a plastic tub and provide 
a selection of stickers with which they 
can decorate their tub. Give each child an 
address label and ask them or help them 
to write their name on the label with felt 
tip pens. Stick the label onto the lid. Put 
a handful of dried peas or lentils into the 
tub and place the lid on top. Secure the lid 
with sellotape. 

Talk with the children about praising God, 
about how and why we praise God. Strike 
up the band and make some noise!

Oak Praise  age 6-8
You will need: templates of oak leaves 
(see page HOLD), paper in different 
colours, pencils, scissors, glue, glue 
spreaders, thick coloured card  (A4 
sized).

Give each child a leaf template (page 
HOLD) and sheet of coloured paper. Draw 
around the template, cut out leaves and 
then share leaves around so that each 
child has a variety of colours. 

Ask the children to place their leaves onto 
A4 card to form a word from Psalm 29, 
like glory, worship, voice, strength, bless, 
peace. 

Once they are happy with layout , they 
should glue leaves onto card. 

As you try to create the different words 
from the leaves, talk about what the words 
mean and how these ideas are all a part of 
what we are doing when we worship.



12 spill the beans, issue 4

sunday 3 june 2012

Worship CDs  age 9-12
You will need: thin card (cut to fit a CD 
wallet), CD wallets, felt tip pens.

Give each child 2 sheets of the card and 
a CD wallet. Ask the children to design a 
cover for a CD of worship songs and also 
to think up names of songs which they can 
list on the second sheet. 

If you have the time, you could try getting 
the children to write words of a song to a 
tune they already know or to write a song 
from scratch and then record it! 

Talk with the children about the purpose 
of praising God, that we are doing 
something for the benefit of God, not just 
because we like to do it.

Graffiti Praise  all age
You will need: large sheets of corrugated 
card or lining paper, poster paints and 
brushes, broad-tipped felt pens or 
markers, old t-shirts to protect clothes.

If you have them available, give each child 
an old t-shirt for this activity if using poster 
paints to try to keep paint from their 
clothes.

Write on the card ‘We worship God who 
is...’ and then discuss words children would 
like to put on sheet. 

See if some of the older children will write 
words in graffiti-style, the younger children 
can colour them in. 

Add pictures which help describe the 
chosen words. Display the Graffiti Praise 
Poster in your worship space.

We 
worship 
God who 

is...

games
Tug of War  all age

You will need: a long length of thick rope.

Match your teams according to size/age 
and then mark the floor with a piece of 
chalk on both sides for the teams to pull 
the first person on the opposing team 
over. You could name one team the voice 
of the people and the other the voiceless.

Earth, Wind, Fire,  all age 
Water

You will need: chairs for each child.

Set the children’s seats in a square shape 
facing outwards. Name each side of the 
square one of the four names “earth, wind, 
fire, water”. 

The leader shouts out one of the names 
and all the children in that side have to 
jump up and run around the square. The 
last person back to their seat turns their 
chair to face inside the square and no 
longer takes part in the game. 

To get everyone moving at the same time 
the leader shouts out “elements” and 
everyone gets up and runs around the 
square. Last back turns their chair to face 
the inside of the square. Keep going until 
one person is left.

Name That Tune  all age
You will need: recordings of well-known 
tunes/hymns, or a musician able to play 
these tunes, paper, pens.

Play a number of different, well-known 
tunes one after the other asking the 
children to name those tunes, writing 
down the words that go along with them. 
Make sure these are age-appropriate 
songs.

Then you can score how many people got 
right, emphasising the need to listen well.

Chinese Whispers  all age
The old favourite, but a good, simple 
way to emphasise listening skills and to 
illustrate the need to be careful when 
passing a message on.

Identification  all age
You will need: to be able to screen off 
a part of the room, vacuum cleaner, 
food mixer, whisk, radio (static), mobile 
ringtone.

Keep the objects hidden behind a screen. 
Then try the different objects so that the 
children have to listen carefully and try 
to identify the objects. How well are they 
listening? Can they identify the sounds? 
What would they use the various objects 
for? 

Is it possible to hear God in any of these 
items? In the sound of the vacuum cleaner 
can we hear the call to keep tidy and 
orderly lives, in the sound of the food 
mixer can we hear the sound of God’s 
hospitality and the generosity of others 
in making goodies for others at coffee 
mornings, etc.

Identification 2 all age
You will need: different people that will 
be well-known to the children.

An alternative to using items would be 
to hide some people behind the screen 
who will speak out. The children are to 
try to identify their voices. These could be 
the minister, a youth leader/helper, one 
of the children, a well-known face to the 
kids like one of the elders or the organist/
musicians. The people would say just a 
few words, for instance, ‘This is the voice 
of God’.

Find the Square   all age
You will need: a square piece of paper/
material.

Ask a child to leave the room and when 
they go out someone will hide a square 
piece of paper/material. When the person 
comes back into the room the children will 
shout hot or cold if the person is near the 
area where the square is hidden. 

To add a bit of fun and to hear different 
voices/noises you could get the children 
to place their fingers at their throat and 
wobble them up and down to make funny 
vibrating noises. Or get them to go up 
in pitch when near the object, and lower 
when far away.

age group ideas
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Opening Activity 1
You will need: a mix of different famous 
voices that you can play, paper, pens.

Play the track of different voices and see if 
the young people can work out who they 
are. You could use famous lines like Martin 
Luther King Jnr’s “I have a dream...”, famous 
lines from films, and so on. 

Opening Activity 2
You will need: prepare the young people 
the week before to bring a favourite song 
with them (no doubt they will have it on 
their phones!).

Take turns sharing what everyone’s 
favourite songs are, and ask why the song 
is special to them. What is the meaning 
of the song? What do the lyrics say? How 
does the music help the meaning?

The Voice
You will need: a clip from the early stages 
of The Voice.

Show a clip from the early rounds of the 
reality show The Voice where the judges 
only listen to the voice of the singer, using 
their ability to listen for talent. Is this better 
than the X-Factor that also judges on the 
way people look and dress?

Discussion
You will need: Bibles.

Ask the young people if they think the 
Bible has a song book in it. If so, where 
would you find it? Ask them to see if they 
can find some songs.

See what responses they come up with 
and then introduce the psalms as a whole 
book in the Bible full of songs that were 
sung thousands of years ago and still are 
sung. You might want to use Psalm 23 as 
the most obvious example.

The Psalms are very varied. Some are 
songs of joy and praise, some are songs 
of sadness and lament, some are songs of 
protest and anger. Just like songs we hear 
written today.

Psalm Challenge
You will need: paper and pens.

Encourage the group to try to write their 

own psalm. Tell them it is to be a song to 
God, but they can decide on what kind of 
song it is. Let them be as honest as they 
want. The psalms are very honest too.

The Voiceless
You will need: a copy of the lyrics and 
ability to play the U2 song “Mothers of 
the Disappeared” from The Joshua Tree.

The band U2 have been consistent over 
the decades through their music to 
help provide a voice for those who are 
voiceless. Their 1987 song “Mothers of the 
Disappeared” was written about the many 
mothers in Argentina whose children had 
been ‘disappeared’ by the dictatorship that 
ruled in the late 1970s and early 1980s. You 
can find out more about these mothers’ 
cause on Wikipedia at http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Mothers_of_the_Plaza_de_Mayo.

discussion starters for teens
voices

Midnight, our sons and daughters
Were cut down and taken from us
Hear their heartbeats
We hear their heartbeats

In the wind we hear their laughters
In the rain we see their tears
Hear their heartbeats
We hear their heartbeats

Night hangs like a prisoner
Stretched over black and blue
Hear their heartbeats
We hear their heartbeats

In the trees our sons stand naked
Through the walls our daughters cry
See their tears in the rainfall
Ooh....

Response
Psalm 29 says, “The voice of the Lord is full 
of majesty”, how can we use our voices to 
speak out in a way that shows God’s justice 
in our world, and his love to all people?

There may be some Christian Aid 
postcards still available from Christian 
Aid week that will have taken place a few 
weeks earlier. The group could fill some of 
these in and send them away.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mothers_of_the_Plaza_de_Mayo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mothers_of_the_Plaza_de_Mayo
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with the women from the temple, 
Samuel’s sons were ethically flawed: 
perverting justice and taking bribes.

The request is taken badly. Samuel 
was displeased at the people’s 
request and God saw it as a rejection 
of him and his ways. A period of 
persuasion takes place with Samuel 
following God’s commands and 
telling the people exactly what a king 
would mean. The understanding of 
this antimonarchic understanding of 
the world may have come from the 
experience of some of the Canaanite 

Kings or even the example of Solomon (1 
Kings 10-11). 

Despite Samuel’s best efforts and 
persuasion the people still wanted a king. 
They looked for justice and felt that a king 
could provide that. The people had missed 
the fact that the culture they so earnestly 
desired was similar to the ideals that God 
offered them. Justice, fairness, community 
are all aspects of God that even now 
churches strive to bring about. 

The people wanted their community to 
be like all the others around them. What 
do our communities want? Do they want 
to be the same as those around them or 
be something different? What about our 
churches? Do we want to blend in or stand 
out?

Power, authority, monarch, God, justice, 
ethics: hand in hand or mutually exclusive?

pentecost 2

monarchy and deity
sunday 10 june 2012
1 samuel 8:4-11,16-20

bible notes
Be Careful What You Wish For

1 Samuel 8:4-11,16-20
Psalm 138

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 3:20-35

“Be careful what you wish for.” A 
statement that we have all heard 
and perhaps all used from time to 
time. What is it that we wish for? Is it 
a new car, a remodeled house, a new 
job, or a better paying job. Is it less 
materialistic in nature? Do we wish 
for world peace, safer communities, 
an end to famine, a more just and 
equitable society?

There is no doubt that in many of our 
wishes in life, those in authority have 
a strong influence over whether they 
have a chance of coming true or not. 
People in positions of power set policy 
that can make or break dreams and wishes 
in an instant. Whether it is a tax break, or 
a cut in the rate of benefits, a decision to 
invade a country, or to ignore a developing 
world crisis, people in authority should 
never underestimate their power.

In the United Kingdom and the 
Commonwealth the major Diamond 
Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II celebrations 
have taken place this week. It is an 
astonishingly long time for anyone to be in 
a position of authority, surpassed by only 
Queen Victoria who reigned for almost 64 
years.

For a lot of people the monarchy is 
a divisive subject, even in a year of 
celebration such as this. Some people 
would prefer that the status quo remained 
where a monarch, as head of state, can 

represent the people of their nation across 
the world. Others would prefer a republic 
where that head of state is democratically 
chosen by the people.

These are not new discussions or 
arguments. In 1 Samuel we read of the 
tensions that existed in with the people 
who in today’s reading demand a new way 
of being ruled over. They didn’t think that 
Samuel’s sons would act in a just manner 
when the time came for them to take over. 
They also wanted to be just like all of the 
other nations who had a king to rule over 
them. 

The experience of Samuel has come 
full circle. Eli’s sons were not seen to be 
suitable heirs and so Samuel was chosen. 
Now, here is Samuel in a similar situation. 
Eli’s sons were unsuitable due to their 
religious character flaws when they ate 
too much of the sacrifices and slept 
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An Ada and Andy script discussing what 
it means to have a king or queen in 
light of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations.

Andy enters waving a Union Jack singing 
God Save the Queen or Land of Hope 
and Glory.

Andy:  “God save our gracious queen, 
long live our noble …”  Oh, hi 
there Ada. Isn’t it wonderful? I 
have just been to see the Queen.

Ada:  Was it a concert you were at to 
hear some kind of tribute band?

Andy:  No, I went to London to see the 
real Queen and to join the party 
for her Diamond Jubilee.

Ada:  Did she talk to you? Did you get 
cucumber sandwiches or tea, or 
were you drinking champagne?

Andy:  Eh…no.  But she did wave to me!

Ada:  Wave to you? I thought you were 
at her party, nobody waves to 
you at a party unless they want 
to dance with you. Did you dance 
with the queen then?

Andy:  Eh…no. I did not get to dance 
with the Queen at Buckingham 
Palace, I was outside in the 
crowds when she waved from the 
balcony, and the crowds went 
wild and we all waved back to 
her.

Ada:  So you never actually met the 
queen, you were just one of the 
thousands standing outside 
waving a flag?

Andy:   Ehm…yes!

Ada:  So, you went all the way to 
London to a party that you were 
never invited to, and to see 
someone who had not asked you 
to come?

Andy:  Oh Ada, when you put it like 
that it sounds so hollow and 
empty, but the atmosphere 
was amazing, wonderful and 
awesome. She is the head of our 
country after all.

Ada:  Now, Andy.  Did you not tell me 
once that God was the King and 
head of our church and country?

Andy:  Ehm…I might have said that?

Ada:  So if God is king and head of our 
country and the church why do 
we need someone else to fulfil 
that roll?

Andy:  Now, Ada.  Every country needs a 
king or queen.

Ada:  But America does not have a 
king, they have a president?

Andy:  Yes, but…

Ada:  And Australia is a republic they 
don’t have a king or queen either.

Andy:  Well…

Ada:  And China doesn’t believe in 
kings or queens either, they even 
did away with all their emperors.

Andy:  Okay, I get your point Ada, not 
every country has a king or a 
queen

Ada:  The Bible tells us that Israel 
wanted a king so they could 
be like every other nation and 
God did not like the idea very 
much.  He told them that they 
didn’t need a king, that they were 
special and holy people, and that 
God was to be their King and 
leader. 

Andy:  I remember that.

Ada:  God told Samuel that if they got 
a king like all the other nations 
they would send our sons and 
daughters to war, they would 
become captive to the kings 
mood swings, and would get 
distracted from following God.  

Andy:  Aye, the people thought that the 
king would fight their battles 
for them, but it would turn out 
that they were fighting the king’s 
battles.

Ada:  But the people were persistent, 
they thought that they knew 
best, they did not want to be 

the story
Jubilees and Monarchy

different from other nations 
and they insisted that a king 
would be a great idea, even 
though God warned them 
against going down that route.  

Andy:  Maybe we cannot blame the 
king or the queen for all the 
faults of the nation. Maybe 
the people have to take some 
responsibility for the bad 
choices they have made over 
the years.  

Ada:  Aye, and maybe it is a timely 
reminder to all of us that God 
is our real King and the one we 
must all answer to!

Retelling for young people
The people said to Samuel,
“We really want a king!
Please find someone to lead us,
to fight for us and win!”

Samuel told the people,
“Here’s what a king will do – 
he’ll send your sons to battle,
he’ll make life hard for you!

“The best of everything you have
the King will make his own!
you’ll have to work much harder,
and then you’ll moan and groan!”

But the people said to Samuel,
“We want a king to reign -
like all the other countries!
We want to be the same!”

Samuel told the people,
“But we’ve got God above,
who only wants the best for us,
and leads and rules with love!

But the people wouldn’t listen,
“We want a king!” they said,
“What will I do, Lord?” Samuel cried,
God answered, “Go ahead,

“give them what they ask for -
a king to rule them all.”
So Samuel searched the land
and chose a man called Saul.

What kind of king, I wonder,
did Saul turn out to be?
Did he make the people happy?
We’ll have to wait and see…
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Through the Season
Don’t forget the seasonal ideas on page 
5 that can be used to help set the scene 
throughout this theme.

The visual focus this week is the mirror. 
Words to add could be: king, ruler, God, 
royalty, monarchy, jubilee.

Gathering Activity 1 
The Jubilee weekend has just come to 
an end. Put up some bunting or small 
plastic Union flags. Invite people in groups  
to discuss the difference between the 
monarchy we have just celebrated, and 
the community of God we celebrate today. 
Give people a triangular sheet of paper 
(the same shape as bunting) with an 
outline of the union jack on it on one side 
and on the other a cross or blank. Invite 
them to write the differences on either 
side and then add to the bunting in the 
worship area. Alternatively this could be 
done as a silent reflection.

Gathering Activity 2
Another idea would be to prepare a 
number of sheets of A1 paper or larger 
hung around the worship area. Split each 
sheet in two with a vertical line. On one 
half write ‘Monarch’ and on the other write 
‘God’. Title each sheet with one of the 
following: “Music, Houses, Images, Power.”

Invite people individually or in groups to 
consider each of these themes and write in 
the appropriate column the different styles 
or examples each prefer. For example if the 
title was Music, in the ‘Monarch’ column 
you may suggest ‘Pomp and Circumstance 
March’ and in the ‘God’ column you may 
suggest ‘Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring’. 

See how many different suggestions you 
can build up. This may give a way in to 
illustrating and reflecting the difference 
between God’s idea of community and the 
world’s.

worship ideas
Call to Worship

To be read together or two voices 
alternate lines or different parts of the 
congregation reading different lines, 
finishing together.

We dare
to worship,
to praise,
to love,
to forgive,
to live fully,
to live with faith,
to live together,
to life for the future.
We dare
to be different.

Prayer of Praise and 
Confession
Sovereign, majestic, enthroned in heaven:
this is the God we adore.

Wonderful, marvellous,  
with splendour crowned:
this is the God we worship.

Confronted by the Lord,  
King of the universe,
we worship and adore you
with humble hearts
and wills set to do God’s bidding.

And we confess before God
all those times when we have failed 
to recognise the sovereignty of God;
those times when we have sought 
to go our own way,
following our own selfish ambitions,
unheeding of the will of God
who leads us in the right ways;
those days when we would rather settle for 
something we can see and touch
than subscribe to the notion 
of divine supremacy that seems so far 
removed from daily life.

God, as we acknowledge you as king,
may we know that, great as you are,
you hang out with the lowly people.
May we allow you to direct our lives
and our relationships,
and so lead us in the everlasting ways,
God our King forever.
Amen.

Prayer for Others
God we pray for all those today 
who are disillusioned
with systems of worldly government;
who live under oppressive regimes;
who have experienced corruption;
who are victims of injustice.

We pray for all those 
who resort to violence 
to bring about change 
and those caught up in the cross fire.

We easily grumble 
about our politicians and rulers, 
may we gain perspective and wake up 
to the opportunity that we have daily
to make a difference,
to change outcomes,
to bring about a more just and caring 
society here and now.

May we see all this in the light 
of your power and your justice.
You are the king who served, 
who took a towel and washed feet,
who shared bread and wine,
who dined at the home of lepers.
We salute your majesty 
and pray for that model of kingship
to be mirrored in the corridors of power 
across this world.

We pray for all those caught up 
in power struggles around the world,
those made homeless by war,
those for whom aid is denied 
and travel restricted.
Men, women and children, 
denied their basic human rights 
because others fear loss of power or status.

God, in Jesus, you showed us another way, 
a powerful way to live that does not come
at the expense of others 
but that gives others power too.
May our communities become places 
where power is not feared or abused,
but welcomed and shared.

Lord, help us to work tirelessly to bring 
about your kingdom
where all have value,
where all know justice,
and where love 
is the most powerful force at work,
bringing life in all its fullness.
Your kingdom come, O Lord.
Amen.
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Reflection
Peasant king
who dines with lepers,
tax collectors and prostitutes,
who sits at our tables
and takes on the tasks of servant.

Lowly king whose feet get dusty
and whose hands become soiled
with the grime of human contact
and the serving of others’ need.

Mighty king
who hangs on a cross
lifted up to show
that death is not the last word.

Risen king
whose triumph confounds
all earthly systems
of authority and majesty.
Sovereign God
our Saviour and Lord.

Which King?
This can be used as an introduction 
to the themes of monarchy that are 
explored in today’s Bible passage. 

Voice A:  Which king are you for?
Voice B:  The one that speaks for war?
Voice C:  Or the one that speaks for peace?
B:  Of course the Bible has a lot of 

battles...
C:  and they seem to be organised 

by God.
B:  But that is perhaps just one way 

of looking at it,
C:  especially when you are the 

victors looking back wondering 
how the gods chose you as their 
hero.

A:  Which king are you for?
B:  The one who expects conflict?
C:  Or the one that works for peace?
B:  Is your first thought to take up 

arms?
C:  Or to love your enemy?
B:  Do you tend to build walls?
C:  Or do you prefer doorways?
A:  Which king are you for?
B:  The one who prepares a feast?
C:  Or the one who breaks bread?
B:  The one who expects service?
C:  Or the one who is servant of all?
B:  Does Jubilee mean a celebration 

of power?
C:  Or a time to wipe out debts?
A:  Which king are you for?
B:  Because the people of Israel 

wanted to be like everyone else...
C:  and God saw them as being quite 

different.
B:  The people wanted to keep up 

with the Jones’...
C:  but God knew the Jones’ and 

thought they were just trouble.
B:  The people liked a crown that 

sparkles...
C:  but God knew all that glitters is 

not gold.
A:  Which king are you for?
B:  The earthly one...
C:  or the heavenly one?

Statement of Faith
God didn’t want the People of Israel 
to be like everyone else. God saw 
them as illustrating a different kind of 
community and this statement offers 
some images of what that community 
can still be like within the church.

We believe the church is:
a way of celebrating the fullness of life
and sharing that fullness with everyone.

We believe the church is:
a  place that is always open
and where people are always open to 
others.

We believe the church is:
a community that prefers  
rainbows to grey-bows
and thinks laughter and tears are as 
powerful as guns and bombs.

We believe the church is:
a song that is always being sung
and no matter what note you sing 
it is in tune.

We believe the church is:
where generosity and justice live together
and grace and transformation  
jive together.

We believe the church is:
big enough to laugh at itself
and knows it doesn’t take itself seriously 
enough if it cannot.

We believe the church is:
where resurrection is made a gift to all
and tombstones become a dance floor.

We believe the church is:
God’s way of doing community
and infecting the world with possibility.

We believe the church is:
Jesus Christ’s latest band of disciples
who still don’t always know 
what they are doing.

We believe the church is:
full of questions
and lives through adventures.

Sending
Go now
and dare
to be God’s colourful community
in a world that prefers grey.

Dare to stand out
in a world that prefers conformity.

Dare to live
in a world that seeks death.

Dare to be God’s
in a world that thinks it is it’s own.

Praise Songs / Hymns
God is working his purpose out 
(CH4 235, MP 189)

God of all ages and Lord of all time  
(MP 190)

God of great and God of small (CH4 174)

God the Lord the King almighty (CH4 39)

God we praise you (CH4 120)

Hail to the Lord’s anointed  
(CH4 474, MP 204)

How lovely on the mountains (MP 249)

Lord for the years (CH4 159, MP 428)

Loving Creator (CH4 116)

Sing of the Lord’s goodness (CH4 157)

Spirit of the Living God (CH4 619, MP 612)

The King is among us (MP 650)

The King of love my shepherd is  
(CH4 462, MP 649)

The Kingdom of God is justice and joy  
(MP 651)
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gathering 
Kings and Queens  all age

You will need: pictures of various kings/
queens/rulers from around the world, 
a list of countries or country flags 
matching the rulers. 

See if the children can match up the 
monarchs / rulers with the countries. Talk 
about what it would be like to be a king or 
queen today. 

• What would you do as a king/queen?

• How would you act?

• What would you buy?

• How would you treat other people?

You could bring some dressing up clothes 
to let someone act out being the monarch 
during this activity.

Rulers and Power  all age
You will need: the images you used of 
famous people last week. 

Remind the children of what was said last 
week about people who have the power to 
change things through what they say. This 
is what the Israelites were looking for in a 
king to rule over them.

age group ideas
crafts
The crafts and activities are great 
opportunities to talk about the story for 
the day in a relaxed way. The intention 
is not to create perfect craft pieces, 
but rather to use this time to engage 
in conversation about the story. This 
week, think about what it means to have 
someone to rule over us, and about what 
it means for the person who gets to be the 
ruler.

Royal Placemats  age 3-5
You will need: thin A4 card, coloured 
pencils, stickers, laminating pouches, 
laminator.

Give each child an A4 card and ask them 
to decorate it with their name, drawings 
and stickers, making a place mat for 
themselves. Laminate the A4 card and 
invite children to the banqueting table. 
Talk about special meals, welcoming a new 
king and how people would be feeling.

Banqueting Table age 6-8
You will need: paper tablecloth, felt tip 
pens, thin A4 card, laminating pouches, 
laminator, party cups, juice, napkins, 
biscuits.

Place the tablecloth over a table and 
encourage the children to write messages 
to a new king on the table cloth. These 
could be messages about what they would 
like a new king to do or to be like. 

Give each child an A4 card and get them 
to decorate with their name, making a 
place mat for themselves. Laminate the A4 
card and put the place mats on the table. 
Gather all children round table(s) to share 
juice and biscuits in a banquet for the king. 

Crowns for the  age 9-12 
King

You will need: Hama beads in a variety 
of colours, bead boards (basic shapes), 
greaseproof paper, iron(s).

Divide the the children into twos and get 
them to work with a partner sharing a 
bead board. Ask the children to design a 
crown with Hama beads. 

Once their designs are ready, place 
greaseproof paper over the design and  
leaders should iron over the greaseproof 
paper until beads melt and fuse together. 
This does not take long. Ease greaseproof 
paper from the design and lift the design 
from the board once it is cool enough, be 
careful it will be very hot initially. 

Talk about what makes a good ruler and 
about the story of Samuel finding Saul, 
what kind of leader do they think Saul will 
be?

Wave Your Flag  all age
You will need: material for making a flag 
(e.g. pillowcases), fabric pens, thin card 
rolled into long tubes or garden canes, 
strong sticky tape.

Divide children into groups of mixed ages 
and give each group a blank flag, a pole 
and some pens and get them to decorate 
their flag with words and pictures which 
describe a good ruler. 

Talk about what makes a good ruler and 
about the story of Samuel finding Saul.
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activities
Coronations  age 3-8
You will need: a crown and gown.

This activity can be tied into some of the 
other craft activities that explore what our 
expectations of a king or queen might 
be. As a group make up a list of things 
the king/queen must do during your time 
together (there might be onerous things 
to do, not all fun!), then see who wants 
to take on the role and make a big fuss of 
crowning them. But, they now have to do 
what they promised!

The Ruler   age 6-12
You will need: three chairs, crown, gown.

This activity can also be tied into some 
of the other craft activities that explore 
what our expectations of a king or queen 
might be. Encourage three people to sit 
upon the chairs at the front. The rest of the 
group decide what attributes they want in 
their ruler, and what their ruler might do 
for them. They can then pose these to the 
three people to see if they will agree. 

 games
Whose Voice Can  age 6-12 
Be Heard?

You will need: some long pieces of 
lightweight fabric material, some 
prepared phrases from today’s story.

For this game split the group into two 
teams and line them up in rows facing 
each other and leave one person beside 
you. Give each team a long piece of light 
fabric material. Give one team a short 
phrase about today’s story and give the 
other team a different phrase from today’s 
story.  

When you tell them to start they must 
shout their phrases as loud as possible 
while at the same time wave their material 
up and down. This only adds to the 
confusion of what is going on. The person 
that is beside you has to try and make out 
what each team is saying. Bear in mind 
their voices will be distorted with shouting 
all at the same time but also at different 
speeds. Repeat again using different 
phrases.

Guess Who  age 9-12
A variant of Twenty Questions. One of 
the children may pick one of the world 
leaders you have been talking about (see 
gathering activities) or another person 
in authority. The other children have 20 
questions to guess who they are but only 
using closed ended questions requiring 
yes/no answers. Are you male? Do you live 
in the UK? And so on.

Discernment  all age
How can we really know God is talking 
to us? For this game you will need bowls 
of rice and lots of very small safety pins 
and a blind fold for each team. Fill your 
bowls half full of rice and then mix into 
the rice a set number of small safety pins 
for example 10 safety pins (make sure 
the safety pins are closed). Blindfold each 
child in turn while they try to pick out the 
safety pins. It is amazing how difficult it 
is to identify the pins. This can be used as 
an illustration of how easy it is for us to be 
distracted by other things.

Balloon Buster  all age 
You will need: three balloons for every 
person, blown up and ready, paper 
plates.

The leader will pick 1, 2 or 3 children to 
be balloon busters, everyone else gets 
a paper plate. When you say begin the 
children with the plates must keep all the 
balloons in the room in the air with their 
plates. 

If a balloon falls to the ground the balloon 
buster will get it and burst the balloon. At 
the end of the time allocated to this game 
count the number of balloons left.  If there 
is still more than half left the plates have 
won and the balloon busters have lost.  

This game is about trusting your team 
mates to keep the balloons up in the air 
and helping the team to victory. Note that 
some children may be afraid of the noise!

Trustinators   all age
You will need: lots of strong paper (not 
plastic) carrier bags.

Cut either side of the bags so that you can 
open them up into one long piece. Once 
open write the word ‘TRUST’ in the middle 
of it in large print. 

You will need three people per team: 
one to be the trusting person and two 
trustinators. 

The trustinators will hold either end of the 
paper carrier bag about 12 inches high 
off the floor and hold it tight. The trusting 
person has to stand on the paper bag. 

99 times out of a hundred the bag will not 
hold the child’s weight, however it is about 
putting your trust in something you can’t 
see. The children will only end up standing 
on the floor.  Some people may try and 
distribute their weight by placing their 
hands on the heads of the trustinators—
but this defeats the game, for they are not 
trusting.

The person who agrees to most can then 
be crowned, and respected as ruler for 
the rest of the time together, but, in turn, 
they will need to do what they promised... 
or will they? If they decide to break their 
promises, that just illustrates what so 
often happens with real rulers, kings and 
queens.
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Preparation
Bring a chess set and board. Brush up on 
the basic rules of chess.

Opening Activities
Kings, Queens and Pawns
Some of the young people may know well 
how to play chess, others may never have 
played before. Use some time to introduce 
the game and the different pieces and 
how they can be used. Ultimately, that 
the King is the most important piece. The 
game depends on the King remaining 
safe. The pawns, on the other hand, as 
the common folk of the board, are pretty 
much expendable.

Try to play a game as teams deciding 
together on what move to take next, one 
group against another. This may have 
to be illustrative and thus not seen to a 
conclusion depending on your time!

Discussion
• How do the chess board and different 

pieces mimic what we see in the real 
world? 

• Who are the Kings and Queens, the 
Knights, Castles and Bishops?

• Who are the pawns?

• What do you think about having 
someone who rules over you?

• What kind of person should they be?

Introduce the Bible story today by telling 

the young people how the Israelites had 
travelled for many years, had lived for 
many years without a king, whereas all 
the countries around them did have kings. 
They wanted to be the same as everyone 
else.

Read together 1 Samuel 8:4-11,16-20.

Who is our King?
• What is the message that Samuel 

brings back to the people from God?

• In your opinion, why were Samuel’s 
fears real or false? 

• Who did God want people to look to 
for leadership instead of a king, and 
why?

discussion starters for teens
what kind of king?

Peer Pressure 
You will need: paper, scissors, pens.

On the face of it, it seems that the 
Israelites were bowing to peer pressure; 
they wanted to be just like everyone else. 
But God wanted them to be different to 
everyone else. Not just for the sake of it, 
but because the different way God had in 
mind was better.

Ask the young people to cut out a crown 
shape of paper and write on them some 
of the ways they feel they are different 
or want to behave differently. If they are 
willing, you could discuss some of these 
and encourage them in trying to live under 
God’s leadership.
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his own position. 

Nonetheless, Samuel obeys God and 
travels to find Jesse where God has said 
the heir will be found. With all Jesse’s sons 
gathered Samuel picks Eliab, presumably 
the most striking in appearance to be the 
king. But God has other plans. After trying 
again, it is the youngest, David, whom 
God chooses to succeed Saul. God uses 
the least-expected to be his king. Perhaps 
it was there that he saw potential. Is the 
same true today? Where would God see 
potential?

God, in allowing the people to have 
another king, seems to allow them to 
make the best of a bad situation. It is not 
what God would ideally want but he gives 
the people a second chance where they 
are. Can we today still see God in imperfect 
systems and situations? How much of 
our structures and ‘politics’ are God-given 
and how much are man-made? Where do 
we see God working in our man-made 
structures? How do people of different 
political understandings (left and right) 
see God working differently?

pentecost 3

second chances
sunday 17 june 2012
1 samuel 15:34-16:13

bible notes
Oops, I Did It Again

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
Psalm 20

2 Corinthians 5:6-10,14-17
Mark 4:26-34

In 1981 Dora Wilson looked out of her 
window and saw some men loading her 
neighbour’s priceless Persian carpets into 
a van. “What are you doing?” she called.  
“We’re taking them to be cleaned,” the 
men replied.  “Will you take mine too?” she 
asked. They did, and she never saw them 
again.

We all make mistakes. God tried to warn 
the Israelites. Having a king was not all 
it was cracked up to be. But the people 
insisted. This was what they wanted; a king 
to rule over them so they could be like all 
of the other nations around them.

God did relent and let them have a king 
and Samuel chose Saul. Perhaps not the 
best choice in the world, he disobeyed the 
commands of Samuel, but he was their 
king nonetheless.

We all make mistakes. But here is the big 
question: does God make mistakes too?

God gave the people what they wanted 
in a king. He relented and said they could 
have someone else to rule over them. It 
was God who sent his servant Samuel to 
find the king and Saul was chosen. In this 
passage we find God sorry that he had 
appointed Saul as king. Does God make 
mistakes? Or is it that our perception of 
how God is working is mistaken? Whatever 
your view of that question, this passage, 
and the downfall of Saul, reminds us that 
in our pursuit of a better way of life for the 
world there are pitfalls ahead of us when 

we fail to follow the ways of God. 

What may be intriguing about this 
passage for many is they fact that after a 
displeasing king the people, and in fact 
God, are willing to try again. They don’t 
want to scrap the whole notion. Maybe 
they quite liked the idea and it was the 
person they got wrong? Maybe they were 
too far into this way of governing to go 
back? Maybe they were making the best 
of a corrupt system. In a speech to the 
House of Commons in November 1945, 
Winston Churchill said “Democracy is the 
worst possible form of government, except 
all those other forms that have been tried 
from time to time.” Maybe it is better the 
Devil you know?

Whatever the reason for trying again, 
God sends Samuel (who hadn’t done the 
greatest job the last time round) to find 
a new king. This time however, it wasn’t 
as straightforward. Saul was still king and 
Samuel knew that there was a real and 
present danger that if Saul found out what 
was going on behind his back he could 
viciously retaliate to remove any threat to 

Images from http://biblecartoon.blogspot.co.uk

http://biblecartoon.blogspot.co.uk
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My name is David. I am a shepherd boy, 
or should I say that I was a shepherd boy 
until today. For today I was anointed to 
be king of Israel by Samuel. There I was 
tending the sheep while all the rest of the 
family had been summoned back by my 
Father Jesse to attend a sacrifice Samuel 
had organised. I was a little put out that I 
wasn’t invited, but being the youngest in 
the family you never seem to be the right 
age to do anything, unless you are told 
what to do, and I was told to stay and look 
after the sheep.

I loved my brothers and my parents 
always did what they could for me, and 
I knew that one day I might have some 
job that was more important than being 
a shepherd, but who would have thought 
that little old me could become a King? 

I mean Saul, the real king, is not even dead 
yet, and he apparently has quite a temper 
on him and is a very jealous king. Some 
folk whisper that Saul is mad and has lost 
it, that he is no longer fit to be a king, 
but everyone is afraid to say that aloud 
in case they get their head chopped off. 
So, make sure you tell no one about this 
conversation. It’s just between me and 
you.

Anyway, let’s get back to the story of me 

being anointed King. Samuel had brought 
a beautiful heifer to the altar of God to 
offer a Sacrifice. He had been told by God 
to seek out my father and that from his 
sons he would find the next king of Israel. 
That is why they were all summoned to be 
present when Samuel offered the Sacrifice. 
My dad had presented each of my brothers 
in turn to Samuel, who looked them up 
and down, asked them some questions 
like they were part of some beauty contest 
and then rejected them as not the kingly 
type! 

Samuel must have thought he had 
misheard the voice of God when he had 
interviewed all my brothers and did not 
find that any of them met with God’s 
approval.  He apparently then asked my 
Father if he had any other son, and that is 
when he told Samuel about me.  Even my 
dad said I was too young to be anointed 
King, and that Samuel must be making 
a big mistake, but Samuel sent one of 
my brothers to fetch me, and as soon as 
I walked into the room God apparently 
spoke to Samuel, and he came forward 
and anointed me with oil, and I felt deeply 
moved by the experience and felt the 
Spirit of God descend on me.

I waited for some instructions from Samuel 
as to what I was to do next, but he said 

the story
A Shepherd King

Retelling for young people
David is Chosen to be King
Have you ever done something that felt 
like a really good idea, but turned out to 
be a horrible mistake?

Remember the story about the people 
wanting a king? Samuel thought it was a 
bad idea. God thought it was a bad idea. 
But all the people thought it was a good 
idea. They wanted a king, they really 
wanted a king!

So finally God said, “OK then.” And Samuel 
said, “Here he is then. King Saul.”

Did everyone live happily ever after? Oh 
no! Oh dear! Saul wasn’t very good at 
being a king. And God wished he had 
never made Saul the king!

So did God say, “That’s it! No more kings! 
They’re a bad idea!”

Did God say, “I told you so!”

Did God say, “I knew this would happen!”

Did God say, “Well, didn’t I warn you!”

Did God say, “See what happens when 
you don’t listen!”

No, he didn’t. God is kinder and more 
patient then that. He knew the people 
still wanted to have a king. Even though 
it might not be the best idea. So God 
tried again. He asked Samuel to find a 
new king. This time it was a boy called 
David. He was the youngest in his family 
and he was very good at looking after 
sheep. What on earth made God think a 
young shepherd boy could be king? But 
that’s who he chose. David.

What kind of king, I wonder, did David 
turn out to be?

Did he make the people happy? We’ll 
have to wait and see…

During this season working through 1 and 
2 Samuel there are some major jumps in 
the lectionary sequence. In this section 
we’ll give you a snapshot of what has 
happened in the intervening chapters.

Last week the Israelites were crying out 
for a king. Samuel’s family were not up 
to the job of leadership, and the elders 
agreed that a king would fit the mark. We 
hear that God has other thoughts which 
Samuel relates back to the people. Yet the 
people have their way. Remember this is 
theological reflection on history, written 
a long time later by people trying to 
understand God’s dealings with them.

Their new king certainly looked the part. 
Saul was a handsome, tall, well-built 

man. He came from a lowly tribe, but 
nonetheless fit the bill, one would think. 
Looks are not everything, however. Saul 
is courageous and leads the Israelites to 
many victories, but the depiction in 1 
Samuel is also of a man who likes to do 
things his own way, disobedient to God.

He ignored his own son Jonathan’s careful 
plans, made foolish curses in the heat of 
the moment that only hurt his own people 
and his own ambitions, and he neglected 
his own soldiers. Saul’s time was up. The 
monarchy experiment in the hands of 
Saul was not a success. The blessing of 
God upon Saul’s reign was retracted, “I am 
sorry that I ever made Saul king, for he has 
not been loyal to me and has refused my 
command.” The time is right for change.

previously...
The Saul Experiment

nothing. He just smiled and walked away 
knowing that his work was now done and 
it was over to God to do the rest.

I was not given any royal robe, or a crown 
or anything to mark my new role in the 
world. In fact I was sent back to tend the 
sheep, and to muck out the cow shed. I 
guess this was my Father’s way of keeping 
my feet firmly on the ground. I guess 
this was God’s way of testing me to see 
whether or not I was fit to be his chosen 
king.
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Prayer of Second Chances
God, when something dies,
you bring resurrection;
when systems fail
you do not pronounce judgment,
you bring resolution;
when brokenness harms,
you bring healing.

Temper our judgment
and our condemnation,
even as we see all that is wrong,
help us to look too for the good.
Encourage us to use every experience
in a positive light.
Your way is not to write off,
but to build up and restore.

Give us your eyes for seeing
and your hope in our hearts
that we too might 
snatch victory from defeat
and beauty from brokenness,
trusting that nothing is ever
too small,
too insignificant,
or too far gone
to be of use to you.
Give us faith in your life-giving power
and strength to act 
to join in your work of redemption.
Amen.

All Age Prayer
God, 
do you know about what I did last week 
that I haven’t told anyone?
Do you know how I feel inside 
when someone hurts me or praises me?
Do you know what I worry about 
and what makes me happy?
Do you really see into my heart 
and feel my soul?

May we judge others 
the way you judge us.
May we look beyond the skin, 
the colour, the language, the religion,
and see the whole person
and celebrate who they are.

Upside Down Prayer
It is an upside down heaven, O God,
that recognises sainthood
in sinners,
that finds in the shepherd
a sovereign,
that pulls from the child
a chief.

God,
that we would believe
that such is what you find in us:
a calling,
a mission,
a craft,
fit for heaven
and held in something so earthly.

It is an upside down heaven, O God,
that shapes salvation
in sacrifice,
that births resurrection
within ruin,
that seeks dawn
in the darkness.

God,
that we would believe
such is your way for us:
wholeness,
renewing,
healing,
from who we are
into what we are called to be.

It is an upside down heaven, O God,
that loosens grace
from confession,
that releases mercy
from atonement,
that liberates forgiveness
from truth.

God that we would believe
such is your dare for us:
forgiveness,
pardon,
love,
a child of God
filled so much with the world.

Hear us O God.
So be it.

Through the Season
Worship focus ideas can be found on page 
5 that can be used to help set the scene 
throughout this theme.

This week the focus is the mirror, and 
possible words are “mistakes, potential, 
unexpected, chances”.

Gathering Activity
Place images of unknown people from 
all nationalities and cultures round the 
worship space. Invite people to tour round 
the images as they gather and write over 
the images gifts or talents or personalities 
they imagine the people in the images to 
have. 

Later, comment can be made about how 
we all inevitably judge a book by the cover.

Call to Worship
The Prophet Samuel was charged by God 
to seek a new king. He was led by his 
heart and came to the House of Jesse. He 
sought from this House the future king of 
Israel and lined up the brothers waiting for 
his heart to tell him which one had been 
chosen. From the outside they all looked 
as if they could be the one. Each had their 
special gifts, but as he moved along the 
line he knew none of them was the chosen 
king. 

And so he sought another and asked Jesse 
if there was anyone else. Jesse hesitated. 
He hummed and hawed. He looked to 
the ground somewhat embarrassed, 
not knowing what to say. Finally he said, 
“There is one more!” and Samuel waited for 
Jesse to name the person. Jesse hesitated 
a few moments longer. “Out with it man!”  
he pleaded with Jesse. Jesse turned away 
from Samuel and his sons and turned 
towards you. “This is the one!” and Samuel 
felt his heart leap.

You are chosen by God.

Trust God in that choice.

Let us worship the one who chooses us all.

worship ideas
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worship ideas
Reflection 
In mucky puddles
stars may be reflected.
In grey skies
rainbows may  be projected.
In layers of grime
the glint of beauty may be detected.

The eyes of God
look with a filter of love,
bringing a whole new perspective
and exciting possibilities,
that breathe new life
into age and staleness,
and confer sparkle
on all that is dull and worn.

The eyes of God
see not failure but potential,
not endings but new beginnings,
the spark of divine life
in all things.

Sending
May God’s blessing hold our community.
May Jesus’ grace shape our community.
And may the Spirit’s challenge 
be our future.

And the grace…

Fashions of Biblical 
Proportions 
A little preparation will be needed for this. 
It is about conforming to the eyes of the 
world rather than just being ourselves. 
This is not a script but a few ideas and 
pointers. You ought to develop it a little 
from your own resources and people. 
Choose some music that could be played 
in the background of a fashion show such 
as Sailor’s “A Glass of Champagne”.

Ask five people to take part in the fashion 
parade. One ought to have a very thick 
dog collar, another a large hat, another a 
horrific tie, another a large bible and the 
last just a normal person dressed in jeans 
and t-shirt. 

Each parades down the aisle overacting as 
much as they can. With each the compere 
describes what they are wearing very 
tongue in cheek making reference to the 
fashion item and that since it is so large 
then that person much be closest to God.

Finally with the last person (who wanders 
down somewhat embarrassed)  the 
compere comments on how plain they 
look with nothing distinguishing that 
makes them stand out. But then it is said it 
is what is on the inside that matters...

Praise Songs / Hymns
Note that this Sunday is also Father’s Day, 
so some songs suitable for this theme are 
also included below.

Father God I wonder (CH4 186)

Father I place into your hands (MP 133)

Father in heaven (MP 134)

Father, never was love so near (MP 138)

God forgave my sin in Jesus name  
(MP 181)

God made me as I am (CH4 145)

King of kings, majesty (MP 1000)

Let all the world (CH4 122, MP 404)

May God draw near (CH4 11)

Now Saul was rejected (JP 433)

O thou who camest from above  
(CH4 625, MP 525)

One more step along the world I go 
(CH4 530, JP 188)

Put all your trust in God (CH4 270)

The Lords my shepherd I’ll not want  
(MP 1008)

When the Spirit of the Lord (All the 
Assembly Songs You’ll Ever Need 269)

When we are living (CH4 726)
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second chances

gathering 
Clumps  all age
Have the children walk around the 
meeting space. Leader shouts out a 
number and children have to get into 
groups containing that number of people. 

When they are in groups, give them 
another instruction, which leads to one 
person being chosen over the rest and 
that person then receives a wee prize. For 
instance, youngest person in the group, 
oldest person in the group, person with 
a birthday closest to 17th June, person 
who has a pet hamster. Knowing your own 
groups you can refine what is required in 
order to get one person from each group. 

This activity can be used as a way into 
telling the story of David being chosen.

Story Time  all age
Tell the children a story either from the 
bible that they know well or one that you 
make up on your own that uses the church 
setting you are in, the people, the rooms 
and so on. 

As you tell the story make sure the story 
is full of mistakes. You can either get the 
children to write down all the mistakes as 
you go, or later put them on a flip chart 
or get just talk about them. Was it easy to 
spot the mistakes? How many mistakes did 
the leader make? 

Everyone makes mistakes and gets 
something wrong at some point. Mistakes 
in tests, mistakes in friends, mistakes 
when playing a game. This opens up an 
opportunity to discuss mistakes we make.

age group ideas
crafts
The crafts and activities are great 
opportunities to talk about the story for 
the day in a natural way. The intention 
is not to create perfect craft pieces, but 
rather to use this time to engage in 
conversation about the story. Today’s 
story is about moving on to new things, 
second chances, and working through our 
mistakes. 

Searching  age 3-5
You will need: cardboard tubes (kitchen 
roll) or rolled up card, sellotape, string, 
scissors, crayons.

Give each child two cardboard tubes 
which they can colour and decorate with 
the crayons. Then tape the tubes together 
side-by-side to make a pair of binoculars, 
adding string so that the children can 
wear them around their necks. Talk about 
Samuel looking for a new king.

Instant Puppet age 6-12 
Show

You will need: two cardboard boxes of 
similar size (at least shoebox size), green 
garden canes, sellotape, card, scissors, 
felt tip pens, scraps of material, scraps of 
paper, wool, assorted junk, cotton wool, 
plastic drinking straws.

Divide the children into two groups. Each 
group will work with one of the cardboard 
boxes to make a scene from today’s story, 
complete with characters on sticks. 

Scene 1 David in the field: David 
figure on stick, green grass , sky, hills 
background, sheep made from cotton 
wool and straws. 

Scene 2 Samuel with Jesse and brothers: 
all characters on sticks, house background, 
furniture. 

When the stages and puppets are ready, 
act out the story and talk about how God 
chose David to be the new king. David has 
to move from one scene to the other.

Congratulations  all age 
Card

You will need: large sheet of card, 
folded in half to make a greetings card, 
markers, shiny paper in different colours 
cut up into small mosaic sized pieces, 
pva glue, gluespreaders.

Ask a couple of the children to design 
the front of the card with the word 
‘Congratulations’ in the middle and a big 
star-burst shape around it. The others 
can work on sticking the mosaic pieces of 
shiny paper around the star-burst. 

Inside the card get a couple of the children 
to write ‘God has chosen you’ and talk 
about how God chose David to be the new 
king, even though he was the youngest 
and most unexpected.
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age group ideas
activities
Oil and ???  age 6-12 

You will need: some samples of different 
types of oil (cooking oil, motor oil, 
heating oil, scented aromatic oils, etc.).

Ask the children what they can do with oil. 
For instance, you can cook with it, use it to 
lubricate things, burn it, make soap with it, 
run your car on it (diesel).

Note that oil was an important substance 
even a long time ago, and was used to 
anoint important people like Kings and 
Queens.

Oily Experiments  all age 
Lava Lamp

You will need: water, baby oil, food 
colouring, clear plastic bottle.

1. Fill the bottle three quarters of the way 
with vegetable oil.

2. Fill the rest of the bottle with coloured 
water.

3. Close the lid tightly.

4. Turn the bottle on its side – watch as 
the colour moves through the oil in 
funny shapes and blobs.

The water and the oil do not mix together 
because the water molecules prefer to 
stick together, and the oil molecules also 
prefer to stick together. Because the water 
has more density than the oil, it is heavier 
and sinks to the bottom while the oil rises 
to the top.

Images from the Glasgow Science Centre 
website (see http://www.gsc.org.uk/
sciencebiteslavalamp.aspx).

Vinegar and Oil

You will need: oil, vinegar, clear bottle, 
small funnel, blue food colouring, basin.

1. Remove the top from the clear plastic 
bottle (keep the lid).

2. Pour out ½ cup vinegar into the 
measuring cup.

3. Add a couple of drops of the blue food 
colouring into the vinegar.

4. Place the funnel in the mouth of the 
bottle and pour the vinegar mixture 
into the bottle (make sure to hold the 
funnel in place).

5. Swivel the bottle around a bit so that 
the blue food colouring mixes with the 
vinegar.

6. Pour out ½ cup oil into the measuring 
cup.

7. Place the funnel into the mouth of the 
bottle and pour the oil into the bottle.

8. Remove the funnel and screw the lid 
back onto the bottle (making sure that 
the lid is secured properly so that there 
is no leaking).

9. Shake the mixture and see what 
happens (the vinegar and oil mix 
together). Keep watching the mixture 
for a few minutes (the oil and vinegar 
will separate).

10. Take the lid off and tip the bottle to 
pour out a bit of the mixture into the 
sink. What happens? The oil comes out 
and the vinegar stays to the bottom of 
the bottle.

11. Place your index finger (pointer) over 
the top of the bottle and turn it upside 
down over the basin very slowly, 
keeping your finger in place, so that 
the oil and vinegar remain separated.

12. Now uncover a bit of the opening of 
the lid and let a little bit of the solution 
drip out. What comes out this time? 
This time the vinegar drips out.

Have you noticed that the oil stayed on 
top of the vinegar whichever way around 
the bottle was? Note that these are the 
basic ingredients of vinaigrette that many 
people have on their salads: olive oil and 
balsamic vinegar. Some bottles (see left) 
are specially designed to take advantage 
of the way the oil and vinegar remain 
separate. You could have a bit of salad for 
the children to try out.

sunday 17 june 2012

http://www.gsc.org.uk/sciencebiteslavalamp.aspx
http://www.gsc.org.uk/sciencebiteslavalamp.aspx
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games
Going on Holiday  age 3-8
Arrange the children sitting in a circle and 
the first person starts with ‘Going on my 
holiday I took a book.’  The next person 
repeats this and adds another item, e.g. 
a book, and sun glasses, the next person 
adds another item. 

This is a good memory game, but also 
leads to many mistakes which can lead 
into a discussion of God saying that having 
Saul as king was a mistake.

Buzz/BuzzFizz  age 6-12
Another game that shows how easy it is to 
make mistakes is this well-loved number 
game. 

‘Buzz’ substitutes the number 7 or any 
number with 7 in it. If you are playing 
BuzzFizz then Buzz is still 7 and Fizz is 
number 5 or anything with a 5 in it. 

Arrange the children into a circle and 
the first person starts off by say number 
1, then 2, and when the person gets to 
number 7 they say Buzz instead of 7 and 
then at 14 (for the older ones as it can be 
divided by 7 too) and at 17 because 17 has 
a 7 in it. 

If it is BuzzFizz then it will be 4,Fizz, 6 Buzz, 
8, 9, Fizz, 11, 12, 13, Buzz, Fizz, 16, Buzz, 18, 
19, Fizz... It is amazing how many mistakes 
are made!

Sorry  age 9-12
You will need: a copy of the old board 
game ‘Sorry’.

Introduce and play a bit of the game 
‘Sorry’. If you cannot find one, you can 
make up a version of your own. You can 
find copies of the layout of the board easily 
via a Bing or Google search.

We all make mistakes or do something 
wrong and we have to say sorry, but did 
God make a mistake about Saul? 

Mistakes  all age
You will need: to prime one of the 
children to keep making mistakes during 
this game.

Have the children get into a line and get 
them to start walking around the room. 
As they walk around the room give them 
commands to follow. For instance, turn 
around and walk the other way, jump 
two paces forward, take two long strides, 
bunny hop 6 times, walk backwards, and 
so on. 

As the children do this get one of the 
children to always make a mistake, e.g. 
as the children walk forwards they walk 
backwards, as the children bunny hop they 
take long strides. 

If people keep making the same mistakes 
all the time others will get fed up with it. 
Use this as a way to explore how we all 
make mistakes sometimes, but it is hard 
when someone keeps making mistakes all 
the time. Perhaps this is how the people 
felt about Saul.

Elimination Game  all age
God chose David and God has chosen us.  
In this game of elimination only one will 
be chosen. 

Have the children running around, walking 
about or playing music and dancing 
around, for example the Conga and when 
you stop the music or blow the whistle you 
eliminate people. If you have black hair, if 
you have brown eyes, if you are wearing 
something red, and so on.

Hope on a Rope  all age
You will need: three lengths of rope with 
markers at each of the end of the rope 
marked 1, 2, 3 attached well to some 
sturdy furniture/equipment at one end 
of the room, whistle.

God gives us all hope; we all have 
potential, no matter our size, age, gender, 
shape. Arrange the children at the other 
end of the room from the ropes. You will 
need between 3 and 5 people as taggers 
for this game and they stand between the 
ropes and the children, in the middle of 
the room. 

When the game starts you shout ‘Hope on 
a Rope’ and the children have to reach a 
rope and hold on to it. If they are tagged 
before holding the rope they must stand 
still. After a few minutes when everyone is 
on the rope or frozen the leader blows the 
whistle. 

In the next round, the leader will call out a 
number (1,2,3).  If the number the leader 
calls out is the one for the rope you are on 
you must run to another, if you are frozen 
you can run to a rope, but the taggers may 
still get you and you are frozen again. 

Start the game again and keep shouting 
out 1 or 2. The children should end up 
mostly on rope 3 because you never shout 
the number 3, this is the rope of hope as 
you don’t have to leave it.

second chances
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Preparation
Arrange facilities to have a TV and DVD 
player available for showing clips from the 
films Aladdin, The Wizard of Oz and Shrek. 

Recap
Take a few moments to recap last week’s 
activities and remind them of the story 
where the Israelites were desperate to 
have a King to rule over them, just like 
everyone else. 

You can fill in that they got their wish with 
King Saul, but things started to go wrong. 
Saul had good points and bad points. He 
was courageous, but also fickle and prickly, 
with a fast temper.

So now thoughts are turning to a new 
King... 

Activities
You will need: facility to play two clips, 
one from Aladdin (00:54:00-00:54:45) 
and The Wizard of Oz (01:28:15-
01:29:15). 

In the Aladdin clip Aladdin is being urged 
to confess that he is a street urchin, and 
certainly not someone of high rank. 
Appearances can be deceiving. Like David 
being picked to be king even though he 
was the youngest brother, not the eldest 
and strongest.

In the clip from The Wizard of Oz we see 
Toto exposing Oz. All is not as it seems in 
the film. 

Questions
• Have you ever found that someone 

was not quite what they seemed at 
first? What happened? (This can often 
be the case when moving to a new 
school and making new friends.)

• What are the good or bad things 
about: trying to fit in with a particular 

group and its likes/dislikes, trying to be 
yourself and find your own identity, or 
not caring what others think?  

• In the clip from the Wizard of Oz, 
everything seems to be a deception, it 
is a trick. Some might say that God is 
just like the Wizard of Oz. Would they 
be right? What do you think? How can 
we know?

Read together the reading for today 
from 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13.

Unlike the Wizard of Oz, David was not 
pretending to be anything that he was not. 
He was being honest about expectations, 
and didn’t want anyone to wrongly judge 
him.

discussion starters for teens
don’t judge me by how I look

Discussion
You will need: Shrek (from 00:45:50-
00:47:50).

In this scene Shrek explains to Donkey 
that people take one look at him and run 
and shout for help. They don’t see the real 
person, or the whole person.

Many celebrities complain about the same 
thing. Everyone only knows their “persona”, 
not who they really are.

• What can we do to ensure people 
know who we really are?

• What can we do to understand other 
people better?
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