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through the season

Introduction 
In this section you will find some ideas for scene-setting 
activities and a weekly visual focus as you move through the 
season.

These ideas are provided for you to use and adapt depending 
on the size, shape and layout of your worship space and the 
technology you have on offer to assist.

These ideas provide possible ways of linking all the weeks 
together which can be a helpful reminder to people of the 
thread of the story and the key aspects being focused on during 
worship.

Sounds Of The Season
Lent – Easter Day
Usually in Spill the Beans we use this section to suggest visual  
ideas for scene setting. This time during the weeks of Lent we 
have some ideas to stimulate another sense: sound. As always 
the size and shape of your worship space will define how 
much of this you can achieve. Our hope is that what is offered 
is adaptable and that you will be able to use the ideas given. 
Many of the sounds suggested could be recorded in advance. 
There are also some very good sound effect albums and tracks 
available to buy or download.

Many of the stories in our Narrative Lectionary readings are 
dramatic and really lend themselves to sound effects and 
certain music. For those who do like visual stimulus then there 
are some suggestions for this too.

Weekly Suggestions
22 Feb  Lent 1 
 Story: Matthew 18:15-35
 Title: Loose Kingdom
 Activity: Begin the service with or use before the 

Bible reading the sound of someone 
walking with their feet chained. You could 
have a large chain on a cloth in front of 
the Communion Table or somewhere else 
suitable for people to focus on. 

1 Mar  Lent 2
 Story: Matthew 20:1-16
 Title: Unleashed Generosity
 Activity: Intermittently throughout the service 

use the sound of a bag of coins being 
dropped or coins being poured. A visual 
accompaniment could be some cloth 
money bags (from the bank) stuffed with 
scrunched up newspaper to make them 
look full) on or in front of the Communion 
table or other suitable place where people 
can see them. 

8 Mar  Lent 3
 Story: Matthew 22:1-14
 Title: Cutting the Cloth
 Activity: Use typical ‘wedding’ music before the 

service for example ‘Here comes the bride’, 
Mendelsohn’s ‘Wedding March’ or some 
such. For a visual have a clothes rack with 
a selection of ‘robes’ hanging on coat 
hangers.

15 Mar  Lent 4
 Story: Matthew 25:1-13
 Title: MIssing the Moments
 Activity: Today’s sound cue is the absence of 

sound: silence. The young girls in the story 
would have been listening for a knock 
at the door. Have no music before the 
service and then during the service have 
moments of ‘listening’. Prior to the Gospel 
reading use a loud knock at the door to 
jolt everyone. For a visual use a large oil 
lamp or a collection of smaller ones on the 
Communion table or other suitable place. 

22 Mar  Lent 5
 Story: Matthew 25:31-46
 Title: Sifting and Sorting
 Activity: The sound for today is that of bleating 

sheep and goats. This could be played in 
the background during the Gospel reading. 
For a visual you could have a child’s 
playpen full of toy sheep and goats.

29 Mar  Palm Sunday
 Story: Matthew 21:1-13
 Title: Turning the Tables
 Activity: Several different sounds for today! Begin 

the service with shouts of Hosanna (the 
congregation could do this) before the 
Call to Worship or opening words. Then 
have the sound of a busy street for after 
the opening prayer. And finally after the 
Gospel reading an angry roar followed by 
the clatter of furniture being overturned. 
The visual cue could be overturned 
furniture with palm leaves scattered 
around.
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2 Apr  Maundy Thursday
 Story: Matthew 26:17-30
 Title: Bitter Betrayal
 Activity: No sounds for today. No visual either. The 

elements for Holy Communion are visual 
enough. If you do not pour the wine into a 
goblet as part of the liturgy, perhaps doing 
this will add an extra visual and sound if 
done dramatically.

3 Apr  Good Friday
 Story: Matthew 27:27-61
 Title: Forsaken
 Activity: The banging in of nails is always a 

powerful sound for Good Friday. Perhaps 
this could be done during a pause in 
the reading of the Gospel at verse 35 
after the words ‘They crucified him.’ An 
accompanying visual could be a folded 
robe with a crown of thorns and pair of 
dice placed neatly on top, all placed in 
front of an empty cross.

5 Apr  Easter Day
 Story: Matthew 28:1-10
 Title: Shake, Rattle and Roll
 Activity: Begin the service with the sound of 

thunder or an avalanche and then 
immediately begin with reading the gospel 
passage. If you are doing a short recap of 
verses from Holy Week at the start of the 
service then wait and deploy the sound 
effect before today’s gospel passage 
is read. Visually most church will have 
special flowers for Easter. An empty cross 
and a large stone (made from painted 
cardboard) placed in a central position 
would be an extra visual.

your notes
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Directions To The Kingdom
Easter 2 – Pentecost Sunday
In preparation, ask someone to create a 
stabilised wooden signpost (see right) and also 
seven direction signs that can be attached week 
by week. These signs should have the title for the 
service written on them.

If you are unable to find someone to make this 
kind of stabilised signpost you can improvise by 
using a large plastic plant pot, a 2 x 2 timber post, 
bag of playground sand (for filling the pot and 
stabilising the post), and heavy duty card direction signs (this 
can be sourced from a DIY store like B&Q for under £10).

In this season we will bring alive all of the symbolic elements of 
our churches and visually lead people away from the confines 
of ‘our Sunday life’. As the weeks progress, leave the symbols 
for each week in place and highlight the new area where 
symbols have been added. 

On Pentecost Sunday the remainder of the church can be 
filled with symbols. Through this, the intent is to symbolise 
the kingdom’s grace flowing over the congregation with the 
abundance of God’s plan for all creation and the abundance of 
God’s love and power for all his creatures.

Weekly Suggestions
12 Apr  Easter 2 
 Story: Matthew 28:16-20
 Title: Go Teach
 Symbols: Pin the direction sign to the post and have 

it pointing to an area of the church where 
there is a window on which is attached a 
large poster of the printed words of The 
Great Commission at Matthew 26:18-20.  
This could be done artfully by placing the 
words on a scroll. If it is at all possible 
(and bearing in mind health and safety)
have a cord leading (above head height) 
from the pulpit to the window on which 
you can tag the words: go, teach, baptise, 
disciples, love, heal, and so forth.

19 Apr  Easter 3
 Story: Acts 10:1-17,34-35
 Title: Go Eat
 Symbols: Pin the direction sign to the post and have 

it pointing to the Communion Table on 
which there is placed a large serving plate 
with symbols of questionable foods (a 
plastic lizard or snake, a plastic budgerigar 
or parrot, bugs, and so on) with an image 
of an exclamation mark on the front of the 
Communion Table. 

26 Apr  Easter 4
 Story: Acts 13:1-3 and 14:8-18
 Title: Go See
 Symbols: Pin the direction sign to the post and 

have it point to an area in the church in 
which sits a vacant wheelchair or a pair of 
crutches lying abandoned on the ground.

3 May  Easter 5
 Story: Romans 1:1-17
 Title: Go Boldly
 Symbols: Pin the direction sign to the post and have 

it point to an area in the church where 
there is a door on which is posted a large 
image of an ordinary man of ancient Israel 
in rabbinic clothes and also a Roman 
soldier in full armour and/or a Senator in 
full purple embellished toga. (And if you 
have Trekky leanings: an image of the Star 
Ship Enterprise in space.)
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10 May  Easter 6
 Story: Romans 5:1-11
 Title: Go God
 Symbols: Pin the direction sign to the post and 

have it pointing to a retiral offering stand 
in which are placed a bundle of Christian 
Aid envelopes (or money, notes and coins 
in abundance) with coppers spilling onto 
the floor and leading out of a door of the 
church. This was once done in a church 
where every worshipper was encouraged 
to raid their penny bottles or banks 
and a ‘river of pennies’ flowed from the 
plate and out of the door. You could also 
download information from Christian 
Aid ‘In Their Lifetime’ for posting around 
the church: http://www.christianaid.
org.uk/give/in-their-lifetime/invest-
development-projects.aspx.

17 May  Easter 7
 Story: Romans 6:1-14
 Title: Go Live
 Symbols: Pin the direction sign to the post and have 

it pointing to the baptismal font which 
should be filled with water and on which 
is pinned a poster with the words ‘Spread 
The Love’ with arrows pointing off of the 
poster in all directions.

your notes

24 May  Pentecost
 Story: Acts 2:1-4 and Romans 8:18-39
 Title: Go Now
 Symbols: Pin the direction sign to the post and 

have it pointing to a large photograph of 
earth, the Blue Planet, taken from space. 
Decorate the church with symbols of 
creation. Intersperse amongst all the “go” 
symbols from previous weeks images of 
creation, some uplifting, others depicting 
the groaning and waiting of the world for 
the touch and direction of God towards the 
fulfilment of his kingdom. Do not skimp, fill 
the church with images so that the worship 
space becomes a place where worshippers 
cannot stop letting their eyes roam around 
to rest on the images. Let this be a sign 
of the wonder of God that draws them 
upward, outward and onward in the plan 
and purpose of God.

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/in-their-lifetime/invest-development-projects.aspx
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/in-their-lifetime/invest-development-projects.aspx
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/in-their-lifetime/invest-development-projects.aspx
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